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FEATURES 


THE 1995 PWI POLL; 

WRESTLING’S 50 HOTTEST QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

For the third straight year, wrestling experts ponder wrestling issues. Plus: Which 
wrestlers have the best moves and holds? 

THE STEINERS ARE BACK! 

BUT ARE THEY AS TOUGH AS THEY USED TO BE? 

After a year in Japan, it looks like Rick and Scott are about to return to WCW. Have 
they learned new techniques in the Orient ... or just gotten stale? 


PRESS CONFERENCE: STING 

Many people think Sting is unhappy about the “Hulkster” taking over as the top 
WCW fan favorite. You might be surprised by what he had to say 

IF CACTUS JACK’S BODY COULD TALK ... 

You won't believe how many injuries the madman from New Mexico has suffered. 
If Cactus Jack’s body could talk, it would probably tell him to retire! 

“SHUT UP, CORNETTE ... OR THIS COULD BE JUST THE BEGINNING!” 
The fact that The Gangstas beat his face to a bloody pulp didn’t stop Cornette from 
talking trash. He'll do anything to destroy them, but his mouth might finally do him in! 
RIOT ON THE SET! 

THE UNTOLD STORY OF BRET HART’S LONESOME DOVE DEBUT 

"The Hitman” wanted a break from his feud with his brother Owen and figured he'd 
get it while making a quest appearance on a TV show. Guess who showed up! 


HOW THE WWF FUMBLED THE ROYAL RUMBLE 
Shawn Michaels was impressive in the 1995 Royal Rumble, but the event wasn’t the 
same with a new wrestler entering every minute, instead of every two minutes 


DEPARTMENTS 


BETWEEN FALLS 

Beat Him Out; Sold To Hogan; Credit For Vince 
RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 

The latest news from around the world of wrestling 
FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
Wouldn't wrestlers make good replacement baseball players? 
IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 

Results of a reader survey 

WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
Another identity change for The Guardian Angel 
THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 

Fallout from the 1995 Royal Rumble 

OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 

Our most outspoken columnist shoots from the lip 


ad CLOSE-UP: THE UNDERTAKE 
The fans love the man from the dark side 


ARENA REPORTS 

A collection of match results from all over the world 
SCOUTING REPORT 

The strengths and weaknesses of five wrestling greats 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The mat sport's most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 
What is happening to Bret Hart and Diesel? 


WRESTLING ENQUIRER 
Immediate, late-breaking news 


HOTSHOT 
A “Nasty” (and smelly) experience for Sherri Martel 


Our April 1995 cover story 
focused on the title turmoil in the 
WWE. Within just a few days, Diesel 
defeated Bob Backlund for the World 
title and Bull Nakano defeated 
Alundra Blayze for the World 
women’s title. This, coupled with the 
fact that the World tag team title was 
vacant at the time, left the whole 
WWF title scene in upheaval. Our 
readers noticed this and had a lot to 
say. 

“What is going on?” asked reader 
Gina Tipes of Mount Laurel, New 
Jersey. “Everything is changing so 
fast that fans are afraid to blink 
because they might miss a title 
change.” 

“T can’t believe that Bull Nakano 
beat Alundra Blayze,” said “PWI 
Hotline” caller Verne Putnam of 
Fort Myers, Florida. “I thought I 
had seen it all, but then Diesel 
destroyed Backlund for the belt. Now 
I’m interested in the WWF again! I 
hope they keep up the great action!” 

“I can’t remember the last time I 
saw the WWF in such chaos,” said 
caller Jack Harley of Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
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Hulk Hogan, Mr. T, and other ex-WWF stars are still 
grabbing most of the attention in WCW, and that irks 
reader Steve Aynes. He wants to see exciting 
wrestlers like Sabu and Cactus Jack brought in. 


BEAM HIM OUT! 

I can’t believe that the WWF is let- 
ting that has-been actor William 
Shatner waltz onto the scene and dis- 
tupt everything. He sucker-punched 
Jerry Lawler on a “King’s Court” seg- 
ment! If he isn’t careful, “The King” 
may just send him to the moon with- 
out using the Enterprise. If Shatner 
thought that fighting Klingons was 
tough, he should just wait until he 
faces a real man, not some Hollywood 


Go eS EES ESS 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes reader’s comments on any 
of our stories or columns, 

Send letters to: 

BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Letters preceded by a & indicate 
letters left by fans on the PWI 
Hotline (1-900-884-4P WI; see ad 
elsewhere in this issue). 


actor in a costume. What 
will he do this time when 
Spock doesn’t beam down 

to save his sorry butt? 
JOHNNY PLUTO 
Pottstown, PA 


SOLD TO HOGAN 

Ted Turner and WCW, 
you have sold out—not just 
to the wrestling fans, but to 
the entire sport of wrestling. 
What happened? Did you all 
just wake up one day stu- 
pid? You once had the finest 
group of talented wrestlers 
in your federation. You used 
to have cards in Smalltown, 
U.S.A., in the high school 
gyms and armories. That’s 
when your fan support was 
at its highest, because fans 
m could sit five rows back and 
still be close to the action. 
Those days are gone now 
that Hogan and company 
have come into town. You 
have brought in all the 
high-priced, no-talent 
wrestlers that aren’t excit- 
ing to watch. 

At one time, WCW had a good 
thing going, but now it is dying. My 
advice for Turner is to sell all of those 
high-priced bums and bring in 
wrestlers like the Steiners, Cactus 
Jack, and Sabu. Please, go back to the 
old WCW and dump the mid-1980s 
WWE garbage. We have seen it all 
played out years ago, so give us some 
good wrestling action. 

STEVE AYNES 

Nashville, TN 


Bret Hart sends Bam Bam Bigelow flying. Reader Denny Burkholder is sick of hearing 
people bash WWF head Vince McMahon for creating a circus atmosphere in the WWF. 
He says Hart and other WWF stars have plenty of talent. 


CREDIT FOR VINCE 

Ever since “Hulkamania’s” success 
in the mid-1980s, Vince McMahon 
has been lambasted for promoting a 
circus. Reading the March 1995 issue 
was like witnessing the relentless beat- 
ing of a dead horse, with all the nega- 
tive potshots being taken at 
McMahon. If WCW had young, 


There should be more coverage of independent 
wrestling in PWI, says reader Steve Benjamin. 
He likes watching Rob Van Dam and other 
Atlantic Wrestling Federation greats. 


promising talent like The Kid or Bob 
Holly, then maybe they’d get rid of 
some of those washed-up guys like 
Avalanche. If the WWF has been 
despicable for so many years, then 
why would the WCW be trying to 
recreate it? That should be the true 
gripe of any fan complaining about the 
WWPE. Why isn’t WCW afraid of los- 
ing its respected status as 
wrestling’s honest, hardcore 
institution? 

Maybe all this complaining 
about the WWF is simply a 
reflex. Like him or not, 
McMahon’s “circus” has given 
} us one hell of a show the past 
ey] decade. Seven of the past 10 
| PWI Matches Of The Year 
belong to the WWE. Gripe about 
Doink and Duke “The ~ smp- 
ster” Droese all you want. In the 
meantime, Ill be watching Bret 
Hart wrestle. 

DENNY BURKHOLDER 
Greene, NY 


ROCKIN’ THE INDIES 
I am disappointed with the 
lack of information about inde- 
(Continued on page 66) 
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The cover of the June 1985 issue 
featured a PWI contest in which read- 
ers had a chance to win Dusty Rhodes’ 
boots—the ones he had worn when he 
won both of his NWA World titles. To 
enter, one had to answer 10 trivia ques- 
tions about Rhodes; the winner was 
determined by a random drawing. 

_ The centerfold featured Barry 
Windham, who then held the WWF 
World tag team championship with 
Mike Rotundo, Windham and Rotundo 
had spent some time in the NWA 
before they shocked the wrestling 
world by entering the WWF. Under the 
tutelage of Capt. Lou Albano, 
Windham and Rotundo (currently 
known as Irwin R. Schyster) won the 
WWE World tag team title from 
Adrian Adonis and Dick Murdoch on 
January 21, 1985. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: In 
“Press Conference,” Magnum T.A. 
talked with Senior Editor Bill Apter 
and Associate Editors Eddie Ellner and 
Dan Shocket about his feud with Tully 
Blanchard and how he won a $50,000 


battle royal ... Exclusive coverage of 


Hulk Hogan’s toughest title match— 
against Nikolai Volkoff—was provid- 
ed ... Sgt. Slaughter wrote a story 
telling The Fabulous Ones exactly 


what it would take for them to defeat 


The Road Warriors ... The rivalry 
between NWA World champion Ric 
Flair and Kerry Von Erich was dis- 
cussed as many wondered how much 
longer the “Nature Boy” could hold off 
his challenger. 

Magazine availability: Limited. 
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The Guardian Angel—now Big Bubba Rogers again— 
attacked Sting at Clash of the Champions XXX and is 
back to rulebreaking. He is strongly considering ion 
ing the Three Faces: of Fear. - ‘ 
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have taken their stamp of approval off the 

wrestler who once used their name as his 
ring moniker. The Guardian Angel has proven 
that he is back to being the despicable person 
he was early in his career. We all saw proof of it 
when Angel—now Big Bubba Rogers again— 
attacked Sting while acting as special referee 
during the Sting-Avalanche match at Clash of 
the Champions XXX in Las Vegas. 

“| don’t care anymore!” Rogers screamed at 
PWI photographer Chris Farina just minutes 
after the match. “To hell with WCW! They sent 
Nick Patrick in during the 
match because they didn’t like 
the way | was refereeing. I’m 
| insulted! I’m furious! I’m 
gonna talk to Kevin Sullivan 
about joining the Three Faces 
of Fear!” This confused man’s 
persona has changed several 
times over the past few years. 
After a stint as Rogers in the 
early-1980s (when he was 
Jim Cornette’s bodyguard), 
he was Big Bossman, The 
Boss, The Man, and The 
Guardian Angel. 

“He is really mixed up,” 
said Sting. “Il feel sorry for 
him.” Sullivan tells me he will 
| welcome Rogers with open 
arms. 

Buddy Landell is still rais- 
ing plenty of hell in Ten- 
nessee. Thanks to this “Na- 
ture Boy,” Jerry Lawler is the 
new Smoky Mountain heavy- 
weight champion. Landell was 
the official timekeeper for a 
match between Lawler and 
champion “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony in Knoxville. 
The match was supposed to 
have a 60-minute time limit. 
But about 20 minutes into the 
action, Anthony choke-slammed Lawler and 
went for the pin. Before referee Mark Curtis 
could make the count, Landell rang the bell. 
When Curtis questioned Landell, he said the 
time limit had expired. Curtis immediately slid out 
of the ring and fired Landell from his position. 


Tes NEW YORK-BASED Guardian Angels 


As Curtis climbed back onto the ring apron, feeling just fine ... Big John Studd had a recent 
however, Lawler accidentally crashed into him setback in his battle with Hodgkin’s disease, a 
and knocked him to the floor. That allowed form of cancer ... Harley Race, manager of Big 
Landell to enter the ring, Pilsorve Anthony, and Van Vader, broke his hip in an automobile acci- 
put Lawler on top of him. - < oe 
Landell then helped 
Curtis back into the ring, 
where he made the three- 
count. 

I’m sad to report that 
Jerry “Crusher” Black- 
well died on January 22 
at a hospital in Atlanta. 
Blackwell, who was 45 
years old, had been in an 
automobile accident in 
late-December. His health 
rapidly deteriorated fol- 
lowing the accident, and 
he died from complica- | 
tions resulting from pneu- 
monia. My condolences § 
to his family ... “Cripp- © 
ler’ Ray Stevens under- 
went triple-bypass | 
surgery in late-January. A | 
smiling Stevens told me 
he wants all his fans to 
know that he’s on the 
road to recovery and is | 


Tony Anthony was Rania Jerry Lawler very well in a 
Smoky Mountain match (above), until Buddy Landell 
(left), who was the official timekeeper for the match, got 
involved and cost the “Dirty White Boy” the SMW title. 


dent in late-January. 
“British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith recently 
had a meeting with WWF President Jack 
Tunney in which Smith demanded to know why 
(Continued on page 70) 
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from the desk of... 
Stuart M. Saks 


If somebody tells you something that you know can’t pos 
sibly be true, and that somebody knows it can’t possibly be 
true, would it still be considered a lie? 

Think about that while I tell you what happened the 
other night. I was driving with PWI Rookie of the Year 911 
to a restaurant in Philadelphia when we passed by 
Veterans Stadium, home of the Phillies. We got to talking 
about what a shame it would be if the 1995 season was 
cancelled because of the strike and what a sham it would 
be if the owners went ahead and used replacement play 
ers. 

“IT don’t even know where they’re going to get enough 
players to field 28 teams,” I said. “They’re going to have to 
find about 750 men who are willing to give up their regu- 
lar jobs for temporary work.” 

911 didn’t hear a word I said. He just stared at the lone 
ly cement slab they fondly call the Vet. Realizing he was 
deep in thought for maybe the first time in months, I 
didn’t want to interrupt. Three minutes or so after the sta- 
dium was out of sight, he finally broke his silence. 

“Tm gonna do it,” he said. 

“What a you gonna do?” I asked. 

“Tm gonna play major league baseball,” he said, smiling 
as if he had just chokeslammed Santa Clause. “’'m gonna 
play for the Phillies.” 

I laughed. He didn’t. He was serious. 

“You have no idea, do you?” he said condescendingly. 

“No idea about what?” I asked. 

“No idea how I got my name. I wasn’t born with the 
name 911, you know.” 

“Well,” I said, “I just sort of figured you took the name 
from the emergency phone number, because by the time 
you are done with your opponents ...” 

“They need to call 911,” he interrupted. 

“Well,” he continued, “that’s only part of it. The real rea 
son they call me 911 is because I used to play semi-pro base 
ball. My last year I batted 911. So everybody started call 
ing Me ... 


(Continued on page 72) 
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PERSONALITY POLL: 


READERS SPEAK OUT! 


Back in the April 1995 edition of “In Focus,” | asked 
you to respond to the following two questions: (1) Who 
is the one star that, when you see him (or her) in 
action, either in person or in the press, makes you 
proud to be a wrestling fan and makes you want to see 
him (or her) again and again? In other words, who is 
the one star that makes wrestling exciting and worth 
watching for you? And: (2) Who is the one star you 
wish would fade away from the sport 
tomorrow and never be heard from again? 
Not preliminary wrestlers, of course, but 
grapplers in the upper reaches of the 
“PWI 500,” wrestlers who receive plenty 
of publicity and television time, but make 
you groan and reach for the remote con- 
trol (or head for the arena concession 
stand) every time you see them. 

You sent me your responses, some as 
brief as a pair of names, and others as 
lengthy as six handwritten pages (in tiny 
writing, | might add!). The most surprising 
aspect of the poll is that there was no 
general consensus, no single individual 
who stood apart from the pack as far as 
stars who most make fans proud to be 
fans. That is, | believe, a very healthy sign 
for the sport (though if pressed to make a 
distinction, I’d have to report that more 
votes came in for Big Van Vader and Bret 
Hart than anyone else). 

On the flip side of the coin, however, 
Hulk Hogan surprised me with how defini- 
tively he led the pack as being the one 
wrestler who fans are absolutely sick and 
tired of seeing and hearing on television 
and in the arenas. That is, | believe, a 
very unhealthy sign—not for the sport, but 
for WCW. 

Some excerpts from some of your let- 
ters: 

From Austin Chung of Los Angeles, 
California: “I believe that the wrestler who 
| z makes me most proud to be a fan is the 
; , ® unpredictable Sabu. He takes the sport of 
pro wrestling to a new level. This dare- 


Most fans don’t appreciate Big Van Vader’s tactics, but they obviously love to “a F 5 
watch him anyway. One fan said Vader would be the man he'd love to have on devil's maniacal and reckless style is not 
his side in a fight. for everyone, but it’s definitely the type of 
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wrestling | like to watch.” 

From Kent McClintock of San Luis Obispo, 
California: “You asked which wrestler | wish would just 
fade away forever. | know you asked for one, but for 
me, there’s two: Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage. 
These two egomaniacs make me sick to my stomach 
every time | watch wrestling. First ‘Macho Man.’ Him 
and that stupid frog-voice of his. This goof must be a 
descendant from Froggy on The Little Rascals. Now 
the almighty Hulk Hogan. No wrestler on the face of the 
Earth gets more publicity than this idiot. | mean, | get 
sick of hearing Hulk Hogan this and Hulk Hogan that. 
Well, | just hope that Bret Hart doesn’t wind up having 
an ego the size of Hogan’s, because if that happens, 
all is lost for wrestling as we know it.” 

From Dan Farmer of Cleveland, Ohio: 
“Answer to question one: Terry Funk. The 
idea that this guy is still wrestling at 50 
years old is great.” 

From Carl R. Louk of Prince George, 
Virginia: “As for the one star that | wish 
would fade away from the sport tomorrow 
and never be heard from again, that would 
be Doink. | don’t have much to say about 
Doink; Stuart M. Saks summed it up best 
in his ‘From The Desk Of ...’ column in the 
April 1995 issue of PW/: ‘Doink may be a 
decent wrestler, but, dammit, he’s a 
clown.’ | don’t think there’s anything else 
to say; that says it all, pure and simple.” 

From Brian Diericks of Madison, 
Wisconsin, who also names Shawn 
Michaels as a favorite: “The other wrestler 
that | really enjoy watching is ‘Macho Man’ 
Randy Savage. Whether he is wrestling, 
commentating, or visiting sick children, he 
really seems to enjoy what he is doing. | 
really admire that about him. He puts his 
heart into his job. He seems like a real, 
genuine, honest man. Unlike other 
wrestlers (Hulk Hogan), Randy doesn’t lie 
about past mistakes such as steroid use.” 

From Daren Bourns of Clinton, 
Mississippi: “While Sting may be the ulti- 
mate good guy, if you asked most fans if 
they could pick any wrestler to be in their 
corner in a fight, they would pick Vader. 
Where he is concerned, dislike, fear, and, 
above all else, respect, go hand-in-hand. 
Almost as big as Andre the Giant, with the 
agility of Tiger Mask, and as intimidating 
as Bruiser Brody, you can’t help but 
respect him. If you watch him too long, 
you might find yourself cheering for Vader. 
He is never boring to watch.” 

And finally, this letter from Abbie 
Vicknair (no address provided), which 


who really does go the extra mile for his fans: “I am 
afraid | can only answer your first question. He is a very 
popular fan favorite in World Championship Wrestling. 
His name is Johnny B. Badd. | know that this answer 
may not shock you, but there is a special reason he 
means so much to me. In July 1994, my grandfather 
died after a two-year battle with lung cancer. Out of his 
four sisters and three brothers that were there at his 
funeral, not one talked to me, his only granddaughter. 
In October 1994, | wrote Johnny a 2'/2-page letter 
thanking him for his words of encouragement. On 
October 27, 1994, Johnny called me to tell me how 
special he thought | was. That is why he is number-one 
in my book.” O 


“Doink may be a decent wrestler, but, dammit, he’s a clown!” That's what Stu 
: be Saks wrote in a recent column, and a lot of fans who responded to this survey 
attests to the special qualities of a wrestler agreed with him. 
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i 
2 Sees 
i 2 See 
BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


URNS OUT THAT The j 

| Guardian Angel isn’t 
such a nice guy after all. 
Turns out he’s still just Big 
Bubba Rogers. Just mean, | 
nasty, old Bubba Rogers. 
This time, it wasn’t a surprise } 
that he changed. At least it | 
shouldn't have been. The signs 
were there. Guardian Angel 
had been seething over a lack 


manhandled in a series of pay- 
per-view bouts against Big Van 
Vader. He had words with 
Sting. It was becoming appar- 
ent he was no angel, at least 
not one who had earned his 
wigs. WWF days ... 
disappointment. Because if 
there was a man who really could have helped the cause 
of fan favorites in WCW, it was The Guardian Angel. 
Excuse me, Big Bubba Rogers. 

As Big Bossman in the WWF, Rogers made a big differ- 
ence. Though he was a rulebreaker for a while, fans usual- 
ly enjoyed cheering for him. They felt confident he was 
fighting the good fight. At SummerSlam ’91, he even 
forced Jacques Rougeau to spend a night in jail. 

When he came to WCW as The Boss, he brought 
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Rogers briefly feuded with Avalanche back in their 
! : ; : when Rogers was Big Bossman, and 
It's still sad. It's still a major Avalanche was Earthquake. Now they are tag team part- 
ners, but who knows how long that alliance will last? 


goodwill with him. He was going to be the ultimate vigi- 
lante, demonstrating to rulebreakers that if they were going 
to put themselves on the wrong side of the law, they would 
have to do it at his expense. It was not a challenge any of 
them relished. 

For a while it worked out that way. Boss was tough and 
resolute. Even Vader felt his hot breath. However, it was 
during a match with Vader that the seeds were planted for 
Boss’ re-emergence as Bubba Rogers. 

After losing to Vader at 1994’s Spring Stampede, Boss 
attacked Vader’s manager, Harley Race. WCW 
Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel quickly halted the attack 
and escorted Boss back to the locker room. Bockwinkel 
took away Boss’ nightstick and handcuffs and said he 
could no longer call himself The Boss. 

It was, Boss would tell friends, a huge insult. He felt that 
Bockwinkel had embarrassed him in front of a national 
pay-per-view audience. Boss 
didn’t believe he had done any- 
thing wrong. So he took a few 
shots at Race. What was wrong 
with that? The guy deserved it, 
didn’t he? 

Later, Boss became The 
Guardian Angel, an official mem- 
ber of the crime-fighting group of 
the same name. The Guardian 
Angels were very happy to accept 
him. He would be their represen- 
tative in the sport, helping to 
spread their message of commu- 
nity involvement. It seemed Boss 
(excuse me, Angel) was effective. 
He seemed to enjoy his associa- 
tion with the Angels. Underneath it 
all, though, he was plotting anoth- 
er change. All he needed was the 
opportunity, which he found when 
Bockwinkel appointed him referee 
for the bout between Sting and Avalanche at Clash of the 
Champions XXX in Las Vegas. 

Rogers was asking Avalanche if he wanted to submit to 
Sting’s Scorpion deathlock when a second referee, Nick 
Patrick, hit the ring and called for the bell, indicating that 
there was a submission. Rogers went after Patrick and 
then Sting, joining Avalanche in a double-team on the 
“Stinger.” 


* 


(Continued on page 76) 


#9: Lb Diabls Sanchez 


WEAR-DOWN HOLDS 
1. AIRPLANE SPIN 
2. ARMBAR 
3. ARMDRAG 
4, ARMLOCK 
5. ARM STRETCH 
6, ARMWHIP 
7. ASIAN SPIKE 
8. BEAR HUG 
9, BITING 
10, BODY SLAM 
11. BODY TACKLE 
12, CHICKEN WING 
13. CHOKE 
14, CLAW 
15, CLOTHESLINE 
16. CROSS BOOY BLOCK 
17, DOUBLE AXEHANDLE 
18, DROP KICK 
. EAGLE SPLIT 
. ELBOW SMASH 
. EYE GOUGE 
FACE RAKE 
. FIREMAN'S CARRY RAM 
. FLYING BOOY PRESS 
FLYING CLOTHESLINE 
FLYING DROP KICK 
FLYING ELBOW DROP 
FLYING HEAD BUTT 
. FLYING MARE 
, FOREARM SMASH 
. FOREIGN OBJECT 


OVERHEAD TOSS 
POLE RAM 
REVERSE CHINLOCK 
9. ROLLING SCISSORS 
. ROPE BURN 
SAVATE KICK 
§2. SCISSORS GRIP 
53. SHOULDER BREAKER 
54. SLINGSHOT 
55. SNAP MARE 
. STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
7. SUPLEX 
. SURFBOARD 
59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 


TAKE US 


#2: fice #3: Caeger #4: Body bag #5: Wildfire #6: Erie #7: Nook the 
Stevens 


Jones 


Johnny Kage Darkstrom Secret hkapon 


Gan Dorn 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these [WA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * * NO ENTRY FEE! * * x 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the rng 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 


So take us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1“ for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 
Box 5275 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 


Re o*€ 


© 1994 1SC. All Rights Reserved 
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ABDOMINAL STRETCH 
ATOMIC DROP 
AVALANCHE 
BACKBREAKER 
BACKROLL PRESS 
BELLY TO BELLY 

BIG SPLASH 
BOSTON CRAB 
BRAIN BUSTER 
70 BULLDOG 

71. CAMEL CLUTCH 
72. COBRA CLUTCH 
73, CRADLE 
CRUCIFIX 


OOT 

FIGURE FOUR 
77. FLYING LEG DROP 
78 GOURD BUSTER 

79. INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
80 NECKBREAKER 
81 PILEDRIVER 

82 POWER BOMB 
83 POWER SLAM 
84 RUSSIAN SICKLE 
85 
86 
87 


SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
SMALL PACKAGE 
SPINE BUSTER 
SUNSET FLIP 
SUPERPLEX 


ES ee ee ee ee 


in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 
1 2 3 4 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 6 7 8 9 


the order to be used Use each hold only once 
\ 2 3 4 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 
WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 


FINISHING HOLD 
SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 


MANAGER'S NAME (iF NOT YOU) iS > OF BS Se =. be 


re Sse ee eee eee 


Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at lefi List them 


5 


10. 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown al right List them in 


Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 letters and spaces 


Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler lo go 
against from the 10 at the lop. Remember to enclose $1® for each 


an 
EEE Eee ee eee ee oe 


a ‘ie 


Se ee a ee ee 


ROYAL RUMBLINGS. Boy, 
it's amazing how much easier it 
is to write a column several days 
after a major pay-per-view event 
than it is to do it several days 
before. Deadlines become life- 
lines. Prognostications become 
second guesses. And with the 
camera rolling, you can always 
count on somebody doing 
something stupid to immortalize 
himself on videotape. 

Like Bam Bam Bigelow, for 
instance. Perhaps if Bigelow 
had attacked his opponents with 
the same enthusiasm with which 
he went after former football star 
Lawrence Taylor, he wouldn’t be 
wondering about his future, 
which right now appears very 
unsettled. 

Bigelow and Tatanka entered 
the ring as partners in manager 
Ted DiBiase’s Corporation and 
favorites to become the next 
WWF World tag team champs. 
They left the ring as former part- 
ners. The two actually found a 
way to lose to the immortal tan- 
dem of The Kid and Bob “Spark 
Plugg” Holly. Given their edge in 
size, strength, and experience, 
this was an inexcusable set- 
back. 

But the loss Bigelow suffered 
in the ring was nothing com- 
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Bam Bam Bigelow made a fool of himself at the Royal Rumble when he attacked 
Lawrence Taylor. The “Beast From The East” should be even more embarrassed, 
writes Chris Bernucca, that he and Tatanka lost to ... The Kid and Bob Holly. 


pared to the tremendous beating 
he took from the fans. Leading 
the jeers was Taylor, who, dur- 
ing his outstanding NFL career, 
was known as one of the 
league’s great trash-talkers. 
Bigelow didn’t appreciate being 
the source of Taylor’s laughter 
and shoved him from his ring- 
side seat to somewhere be- 
tween the third and fourth rows. 
Bigelow thought he landed 
the final blow, but he was 
slapped with a one-month sus- 
pension without pay by WWF 
head Vince McMahon, who was 


visibly shaken by what hap- 
pened. With no matches on his 
schedule for the next 30 days, 
Bigelow should have plenty of 
free time to put his tiny brain to 
work on how he went from a 
man who should have been 
champ to a chump. DiBiase sev- 
ered ties with his overrated 
Corporation member and has 
started his search for new talent. 

Whomever DiBiase finds 
should have no problem team- 
ing with Tatanka and helping 
him win the tag team title. Of 
course, they won't be winning it 
from The Kid and Bob Holly, 
who lost the belts the night after 
the Rumble to an equally immor- 
tal duo known as The Smokin’ 
Gunns. As of this writing, they 
are still the champions. But the 
title will probably change hands 
three or four times before the 
next pay-per-view event. 

Perhaps we all owe an apolo- 
gy to Bob Backlund, who held 
the WWF World title for a grand 
total of three days last 
November before he lost it to 
Diesel. Welcome to the WWF, 
where 72 hours now constitutes 
a dynasty. The truth is that the 
tag team division is starting to 
look like the NBA, where every 
team is seriously flawed in one 
way or another. All of the stars 
are too greedy and selfish to 
subjugate their egos for the suc- 
cess of the team. 

Right now, Rick and Scott 
Steiner could waltz right in and 
dominate the circuit, but they 
are rumored to be headed back 
to WCW, which is also plagued 
by inconsistency among its tag 
teams. 

So who is the best tag team 
in wrestling? Don’t laugh—it 
could be Shawn Michaels and 
Pamela Anderson. The Royal 
Rumble saw Michaels enter the 
ring first and leave the ring last; 


he battled his way out of count- 
less situations in which he was 
outmanned. He again displayed 
the combination of skills, acro- 
batics, and mental toughness 
that make him, pound-for- 
pound, the best wrestler in the 
world. 

Michaels appeared to be fin- 
ished when he was dumped out 
of the ring by Davey Boy Smith. 
In fact, Smith’s theme music had 
already been cued up and start- 
ed by a sound tech- 
nician who is proba- 
bly now commiserat- 
ing with Bigelow on 
the unemployment 
line. Michaels pulled 
himself back into the 
ring and dispensed 
with Davey Boy, [ 
earning a long-await- 
ed and well-de- 
served championship 
match at Wrestle- 
Mania XI. 

Rules for elimina- } 
tion require both feet 
to touch the mat out- | 
side the ring, and 
videotape clearly 
showed that Michaels 
didn’t allow his sec- 
ond foot to make 
contact. Instant replay 
wasn’t used as a 
determinant, but perhaps it 
should have been, especially 
since the match involved 30 
wrestlers. The officiating in 
wrestling is far worse than it is in 
football, where NFL commis- 
sioner Paul Tagliabue is consid- 
ering a return to big brother in 
the booth to help the fellows on 
the field. With all of the distrac- 
tions referees are forced to deal 
with in the squared circle, the 
use of replay would be a good 
idea. 

Speaking of distractions, let’s 
turn our attention to Anderson. 


pine ' : = 
Shawn Michaels celebrates his Royal Rumble victory 
with Pamela Anderson on his arm. Considering the 


wretched roster of tag teams the WWF has right now, 
this could be the federation’s hottest duo. 


She was no more than a prop at 
the Royal Rumble, but will now 
escort Michaels to the ring at 
WrestleMania. As far as other 
women go, Anderson makes 
Sherri Martel and Luna Vachon 
look like heavy metal groupies. 
Regarding men, she simply 
makes them look. 

This could be a factor at 
WrestleMania. Michaels is 
scheduled to face Diesel, who 
wasn’t exactly dominant in his 


. + 


title match against Bret Hart at 
the Royal Rumble. Hart and 
Michaels possess many of the 
same ring skills, and strategies 
that worked for Hart could work 
for Michaels, who actually inter- 
fered in the title match on Hart’s 
behalf and owns an additional 
advantage on the champ: He 
was once Diesel’s guru, which 
means he knows all of his 
strengths—and all of his weak- 
nesses. Perhaps one of those 
weaknesses is a fondness for 
buxom blondes in tight outfits. 
See you in Hartford. 0 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Ellner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 
magazine.) 


AM NOT long for these parts. 

After countless false starts, 1 am 

making a move to a more exotic 
kingdom. Once settled in the west, 
I will visit Japan, where wrestlers 
are venerated for their talent, not 
the size of their artificially grown 
biceps. I will explore the fertile 
jungles of Hawaii, the Malaysian 
rain forests, and the Australian 
outback, where aborigines wrestle 
alligators, and the winners cele- 
brate by eating their victims ... 
which is an interesting match con- 
cept. Imagine Big Van Vader 
against Hulk Hogan in a “canni- — 
bal” match. I’m driving my way 
west, like the great pioneers. 
Riding shotgun is Contributing 
Editor Liz Hunter. I don’t expect 
her to survive, since this type of 
trip requires spiritual tenacity, and 
already Liz is complaining about 
the lack of upscale department 
stores along the Missouri Trail. 
With or without her, I am coming, 
America, to a small trailer park 
near you; consider this your final 
warning. 
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If you wish to 

contribute to 

Eliner’s mailbag, 
_send your letters to: 


| TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 © : 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Dear Eddie, 
| heard a rumor that The Road 
Warriors may be reuniting. Is this 
true? If it is, where would they go? 
Can they dominate like they once 
did? And why did it take so long for 

them to get back together? 
BILLY ODETTS 
Detroit, Ml 

Dear Billy, 

You expect a lot of answers for 
32 cents, Billy. Least you could do 
is slip a 10 spot in the envelope to 
help defray my moving costs. 
Hawk and Animal are like 
a pair of those proverbial 
800-pound gorillas. They 
can go anywhere they 
want. There isn’t a pro- 
moter in America who 
wouldn’t salivate at the 
prospect of hosting a 
Road Warrior reunion 
tour. Even if Animal’s 
back injury (which forced 
him out in the first place) 
leaves him at less than 
100 percent, The Legion 
of Doom could compete 
for any title on which re 
they set their sights. No, |> 
they wouldn’t dominate 
like they once did, and it 
would be unfair to expect 
them to. The Road War- 
riors were like a comet, a 
once-in-a-lifetime phe- 
nomenon that will never 
be duplicated. 


Dear Eddie, 

I’m bored with pro wrestling. 
There seems to be something lack- 
ing in the sport. It doesn’t thrill me 
the way it once did. Is it me, or is 
wrestling suffering a slump of per- 
sonality? 

BEEBEE LANDIS 
San Diego, CA 
Dear Beebee, 

We are entering Year 10 of the 
Hogan Era, and some minor dis- 
comfort and depression is to be 
expected. Exclude meat and dairy 
from your diet for the next four 
weeks, and every morning at sun- 
rise face east and chant “Hare, 
Vader.” 


Dear Eddie, 
Is O.J. Simpson guilty? 
DEBRA LANDSON 
Milwaukee, WI 
Dear Debra, 


In a recent issue of Wrestling 
Superstars, Bill Apter-wannabe 
Dave Rosenbaum compiled an 
“Index Of Evil” chart containing 
the year’s worst villains. Mass 

(Continued on page 64) 


The Road Warriors might reunite, and they might not. 
It doesn’t matter, because they'll never dominate like 
they did in their prime. Still, | wouldn't mind seeing 
them take apart those two smilin’ cowboys, Billy and 
Bart Gunn. 


LPWA VIDEO COLLECTORS SERIES 


SUPER LADIES OF WRESTLING 


BUY TWO TITLES AND GET THE 3RD TITLE FREE 


This highly acclaimed series from the LADIES PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING ASSOCIATION continues with three new releases 
entitled LITTLE DYNAMITES, WILD THINGS and HOT BODIES. Each video is ninety minutes of non-stop ring action! 


LITTLE DYNAMITES 
“Good things come in small packages” 
Magnificent Mimi vs La Gata 
Tina Moretti vs Rustee Thomas 
Bambi vs Linda Dallas 
Susan Sexton vs Miss Linda 
Cheryl Rusa vs Kat LeRoux 
Sindy Paradise & Sweet Georgia Brown 
vs Bad, Black and Beautiful 
Plus SEVEN more matches! 


SAVE $39.95 


\ SUPER LADIES 
N OF WRESTLING 


WILD THINGS 
“Women out of control” 
Misty Blue Simms vs Linda Dallas 
Reggie Bennett vs Candi Divine 
Heidi Lee Morgan vs The Bad Girl 
Magnificent Mimi vs Dawn Marie 
Bambi vs Lady X 
Terri Power & Alona Starr 
vs Bad, Black and Beautiful 
Plus NINE more matches! 


HOT BODIES 


“Too hot to handle” 


Heidi Lee Morgan vs The Goddess 
Magnificent Mimi vs Malia Hosaka 


BUY Two . Misty Blue Simms vs Flame 
Whee ' Bambi vs Kat LeRoux 

GET ONE =— ial Susan Sexton vs Candi Divine 

FREE Reggie Bennett & Cheryl Rusa 


vs Bad, Black and Beautiful 
Plus FIVE more matches! 


HOT BODIES 


Each video is $39.95 Buy two videos and you receive the third video absolutely FREE! 


ORDER FORM (Plus shippin 
Send check, cash or money order to; $39. 95 EACH nd hancting) 
LPWA VIDEO 
P.O. Box 11266 
Marina Del Rey, CA 90295 


USA: add $4.00 per tape 
CANADA: add $ 6.00 per tape 
Please send tape(s) to; OTHER: add $10.00 per tape 


Total Enclosed $ 


NAME 
STREET Check Video Format Desired: 
aay NTSC (standard USA, Canada) 
SE FP COUE PAL (standard Europe, S.A.) 
PAL buyers please add $10.00 for each 
VISA # Exp. Date tape purchased. Do not add $10.00 for 
Master Card # Exp. Date free tape. 
Signe.» = Oe ee ee ee. PW! 


To order, please circle title(s) and return with check, money order or credit card information. 


*** PLEASE ALLOW FOUR TO SIX WEEKS FOR DELIVERY *** 


LPWA COLLECTORS SERIES AD 7X 10 MAGAZINE 


THE 1995 
PW! POLL: 


50 different forms—to the sport’s most knowledgeable insiders. In December, PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED mailed out 125 ballots worldwide (up 35 from last year) in an effort to get some answers. 
The ballots went to a cross-section of the sport’s champions, contenders, and preliminary wrestlers; managers 
and referees; commissioners and presidents; promoters and matchmakers; journalists, TV announcers, photogra- 
phers, and anyone else who contributes to the game. They were asked to answer 50 questions pertaining to the 
sport and the people within it (including, in many cases, themselves). Their answers provide a unique view of the 
sport. Several questions were repeated from last year’s poll; many of the questions were new. 
Once again, the poll was split into two parts: Part! consists of general and specific questions about the sport, 
while Part Il is our “Best Of The Best,” in which the insiders voted on who has the best of various finishing holds 


and maneuvers. Where applicable, numbers in parentheses indicate the percentage votes that specific response 
received in last year’s poll. 


1. WHO IS, POUND-FOR-POUND, THE BEST WRESTLER IN THE WORLD? 


V/ HAT DOES WRESTLING think about wrestling? For the third straight year, we posed that question—in 


Shawn Michaels: ~ <2 saixc/cks leases +. belive 26% (8%) 
WD Ubi ye aisle ee arervieha slate Sark ceatem Aten sa essheeteials,« 19% (0%) 
BO VANe Vader ye aio alae ah eeibidoll pie etnies aicieisis 13% (0%) 
I Ag ted e Lily Meee pe Oe TROT MAO ETT . 11% (14%) 
Justin Liven ti daws sites Sad peeece nee as 5% (27%) 
Others ..... Wrawisitew hints lemiicane air stcernicsts . 26% (20%) 


WwW Japanese light heavyweight legend Jushin Liger— 
and two-time “PWI/ Poll” choice—on the sidelines 
with a broken ankle, several other wrestlers had the chance to 
strut their stuff. The poll deadline was five days after the 
Royal Rumble, which accounts only partly for Shawn 
Michaels’ strong showing. Michaels, at 234 pounds, was 
ranked fifth in the “PW/ 500,” tying him with Bret Hart as 
the lightest wrestler in the top five. Sabu, at 220 pounds, 
might have the most moves of any wrestler in the world. Big 
Van Vader’s surprising showing indicates that you don’t 
have to be small to make an impact in this category. WWF 
Intercontinental champion Jeff Jarrett placed highest among 
the others with four percent. 


Big Van Vader 
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W/RES TLIN GS 
SO HOTTEST 
QUESTIONS 


AIN SW ERED! 
ESS se ee i 


2. IF YOU COULD WATCH THE MATCHES OF ONLY ONE WRESTLER, 
WHOM WOULD YOU CHOOSE? 


WRCy BVI sv gsacc aria we, Sai ba Kala tase Rete da ais ole 63% (55%) 
SADIE 5a, 6 ak aida se Toten ate bead 9 Sbs ale eisai YEU ae 8% (0%) 
POQWILNCSZ eee ik ete 4 8. Kia ag, tote lo arenge 6% (7%) 
Buddy ROGERS 3 Sa-n Wars sai cs ce ee Bare Pine we 5% (6%) 
BIS VIE VGAEH i arclae eiiie inreoalgie de sig) s cele gia eae 5% (0%) 
oft Pee onan aa nat < aOeeeees 13% (19%) 


he question was purposefully worded this way so respon- 

dents would take into account current and retired wrestlers. 
There is little doubt 
that Flair’s retire- 
ment and absence 
from the ring have 
made the heart grow 
fonder for this all- 
time great. It all sug- 
gests that, over time, 
Flair may well be 
remembered as the 
greatest wrestler 
ever. He’s a winner 
for the third straight 
year. Strong show- 
ing for Sabu, whose 
daredevil attitude 
and athletic excel- 
lence make him one 
of the wrestlers 
worth watching 
night after night. 


Buddy Rogers slugs Johnny Valentine 


Vader suplexes Sting 
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3. IF YOU COULD WATCH THE MATCHES ‘OK OND ONE TAG TEAM, 
WHICH WOULD YOU CHOOSE? 


The Legion Of Doom........++.++. . » 36% (29%) 
Rick & Scott Steiner.......... Metsieistera)s 20% (7%) 
The Midnight Express ..............+18% (18%) 
The British Bulldogs .......000.-000005 8% (4%) 


The Hart Foundation.............. +++ 7% (3%) 
ERGTS sith sin aistosslg ones arr: Os Sao oe 26s fae 11% (8%) 


[2 year, we questioned whether the poll results | 
ere a sad commentary on the current state of tag 
team wrestling or a sad commentary on the current 
champions. Our conclusion this year is that the poll | 
results are a sad commentary on the current state of tag 
team wrestling, though not necessarily the depth of the 
tag team roster (there are many good ones, but few 
great ones). Harlem Heat, the current WCW World tag 
team champions, received no votes. Neither did current 
WWE World tag champs The Smokin’ Gunns. Our | 
respondents clamored for the return of The Legion of 
Doom and the Steiners, returns which were in the works 
at press time. 


"Rick & Scott Steiner 


a= 1) 


4. WHO WOULD WIN A MATCH BETWEEN HULK HOGAN AND DIESEL? _ 


n this matchup of the WCW and WWF world champions, the “Hulkster” won in a 

walk. Interestingly, two years ago, respondents gave WCW World champion Big Hulk Hogan .....+.1++++84% 
Van Vader a 53-47 edge over WWF World champion Hogan. This year’s results 1 16% 
reflect our feelings that Diesel is one of the WWF’s weakest World champions ever. 


Leen ee ET 
5. WHO WOULD WIN A MATCH BETWEEN HULK HOGAN AND HEAVY- 


WEIGHT BOXING CHAMPION GEORGE FOREMAN? 


HUI HOBART sacs esas +. 83% 
George Foreman ............ 17% 


geless George Foreman regained the world 
eavyweight title in 1994, but he’d get hum- 
bled by ageless Hulk Hogan, at least according to 
our insiders. Our insiders undoubtedly recalled the 
' overwhelming edge wrestlers have had over boxers 
(Andre the Giant threw Chuck Wepner out of the 
ring in their Shea Stadium bout). Boxers are gen- 
erally limited in their ring education (they’re 
taught how to punch and jab), while wrestlers are 
trained to use all parts of their bodies. Our insiders 
can imagine Hogan bodyslamming Foreman, but they 
can’t imagine Foreman doing the same to Hogan. 
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6. WHICH NORTH AMERICAN 
FEDERATION HAS THE HIGH- 
EST-QUALITY WRESTLING? 


WG Witten sretsnais. totes Saa\nletatatats sieve 58% (72%) 
WOME nce s ens scedinns 0010-9. 0rd hen eeu OVOl Ova) 
COLT TEN pte SONOS IONE eaapeieasis's 6% (2%) 


trong support for three-time winner WCW, 

which over the past year raided the WWF for 
major talent like Hulk Hogan, Brutus Beefcake, 
Avalanche, Hacksaw Duggan, and Randy Savage. 
But you’ll notice this question was worded so that 
our insiders would concentrate solely on wrestling, 
not other factors. Bret and Owen Hart, Jeff Jarrett, 
Bob Backlund, The Kid, Lex Luger, Shawn 
Michaels, and Davey Boy Smith helped the WWF 
close the margin with the high quality of wrestling 
they offer. In fact, many insiders commented that 
the tables have turned, with WCW having the more 
famous wrestlers, while the WWE has the stronger 
all-around wrestlers. 


Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart 


7. HAS WCW SURPASSED THE WWF 
AS THE PREMIER FEDERATION IN 
THE WORLD? 


on’t take this result as a knock against WCW. Last year, the 

WWF topped WCW by a 68-9 margin as the dominant feder- 
ation in North America. WCW dramatically closed the gap with 
the acquisition of high-profile talent and several successful pay- 
per-view events. But, as: several respondents pointed out, Ric 
Flair’s retirement took away much of WCW’s steam, as well as a 
top-drawing match: Flair vs. Hulk Hogan. Noted one insider: “Just 
look at the respective brother vs. brother feuds in each federation. 
Owen Hart vs. Bret Hart in the WWF keeps picking up steam, but 
nobody cares about Kevin vs. Dave Sullivan.” The WWF also has 
Shawn Michaels, who might be the most popular hated wrestler in 
the world. And there are many WWF devotees who know nothing 
about wrestling except what they know about the WWF. WCW 
continues to fight a battle against public perception. 


NOWwaleriter ser aereate horse RM ear eaeeeee AAA. we 49% 
) CAPER GED SAC DA CRETE ICID OS Cy REET ORNS Cree kG 
Unde OMA eco bios ee lotnae sls oar ea ee te en wO00 


he Warof the Harts will contin- 

uc raging through 1995, and 
possibly 1996, according to our 
insiders, Interestingly, about 40 
percent of those polled had returned 
their ballots prior to the Royal 
Rumble: at that time. the vote was 
55-45 for yes. But the 60 percent 
who voted after the Royal Rumble 
overwhelmingly decided that the 
Bret-Owen situation is getting 
worse, Their attacks on each other 
revealed heightened hatred in this 
unfortunate family battle. 
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9. WOULD YOU DESCRIBE WRESTLING’S 
IMMEDIATE FUTURE AS HOPELESS, CLOUDY, 
STATUS QUO, PROMISING, OR SHINING? 


ttendance decreased in the WWF, 

while it raised just a bit in WCW. 
WCW scored several pay-per-view 
victories, while the WWF rebounded 
with an impressive Royal Rumble. 
ECW continued its growth, and the 
sport saw an influx of bright and tal- 
ented young stars. Vince McMahon 
was found not guilty of illegal distrib- 
ution of steroids, and the public’s 
image of the WWF improved in many 
eyes. An appearance by a civilized, 
classy Diesel on Live! With Regis And 


Promising .........+-43% (29%) 
Status quo ..........33% (24%) 
Cloudy ........++.+.15% (42%) 
Shining .....-.......«.8% (3%) 
Hopeless ..........-..-.1% (2%) 


Kathie Lee showed the general public 
that not all wrestlers are neanderthals. 
Many questions about wrestling were 
answered in a positive manner in 1994. 
Things are looking up for our sport, 
and the clouds that dominated last year 
have gone away. 


11. WHO IS WRESTLING’S SEXIEST 


SUPERSTAR? 


AWB IVICHAEIO > aini2a r8ik siamielaye atvialta 3 Pie's Anois TSA alee olaie.T SRO OTe 


WAIT ial cn aslearo.s diet ey tid ooo aye araid alo as haa, Ooeeeess Pala easter cat eesti, tsb 70 
Diesels eeuwte stan eV ise dawns es od als ep ateeo uqelite ah GATT VETRS HakeLOGO 


DATHATE MULDY TSEC Hac, o\n lain ¥ de 0lty orp Bbe viclaieeN diy watelaiy tie G ote ace 


- 11% 


COLUGYS Tris ncaa sitions: S17 aR 9 0w saa goals Seo Ss ho eee bata AFB Ue ralare wie eG 


es anybody to 
judge public views 
of sexiness is dangerous. 
We didn’t ask our insiders 
to give us their views on 
sexiness, but merely to 
decide who the public 
views as wrestling’s sexi- 
est star. It came as no sur- 
prise that Shawn Mi- 
chaels, who gets mobbed 
by female fans every- 
where he goes, was an 
easy winner. WCW new- 
comer Alex Wright of 
Germany also gets plenty 
of attention from women. 
And Woman, ECW’s sex- 
pot, scored high points for 
her sexy dresses with 
their revealing necklines. 
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Tamara Murphy Fytch 


10. IS WRESTLING 
BETTER OR WORSE 
THAN IT WAS ONE 
YEAR AGO? 


BECP odes cote ates 76% (649%) 
Worse ........+.+++ 24% (36%) 


Ness is a completely subjective 
question open to a wide range of 
interpretations. But if one considers 
that at this time in 1994, a famous 
wrestler had been charged with statuto- 
ry rape and the head of the biggest fed- 
eration in the world was about to stand 
trial for illegal steroid distribution, it’s 
easy to see how things improved. 
Charges were dropped against the 
wrestler; the federation head was found 
not guilty. WCW was strengthened by 
the addition of several former WWF 
stars, the WWF maintained its fan 
base, and several federations, most 
notably ECW and SMW, continued 
growing. There’s ample reason for 
optimism. 


12. DO YOU THINK 
STEROID USE IS 
STILL PREVALENT IN 
WRESTLING? 


seeeeee es 82% (65%) 
1+. 18% (35%) 


(NO fdeie a «ave 
Yes 


§ fhe monsters are gone, and the 
number of insiders who think 


steroid use is still prevalent keeps 
dropping each year. That’s a good sign 
considering that these insiders should 
know what they’re talking about. Hulk 
Hogan is no longer the oversized mus- 
cleman he once was, and even USWA 
champion Sid Vicious can’t dominate 
with his size alone. WWF World 
champion Diesel is big, but not overly 
muscular. He’s just a regular big man. 
Is the sport clean? Probably not. Is any 
sport clean? Undoubtedly not. But 
wrestling is dealing with its problems. 


13. WHO IS WRESTLING’S BEST MANAGER? 


ur insiders were extremely impressed by Jim Cornette’s ability to manage 

The Rock ’n’ Roll Express to the Smoky Mountain tag team title. “Here’s a 
man who hated that team his entire life, but he was able to turn the cards and 
help them win a major title,” wrote an insider. “It’s just additional proof, if we 
needed any more, that 
he knows every trick in Jim Cornette .......025+00+0+++++++ 54% (74%) 
the book, He proved his Jimmy Hart...............--- veces e 5% (0%) 
ability to change styles Col. Rob Parker ...........-.++.-++- 11% (0%) 
in an instant.” Cornette Harley Race .........+++++++++++++++/% (21%) 
was a winner for the Ted DiBiase .............6++++++-+++ 6% (0%) 
third straight year, "Offers" jagsaasaseies sees sates ven) (570) 
Support decreased dra- 
matically for Harley Race, manager of Big Van Vader. “Race unnecessarily cre- 
ated a negative dynamic situation by agreeing to manage Steve Austin,” wrote 
another insider. “And his inability to get Vader an earlier match with Hogan, 
despite Vader’s status as a former world champion, shows he has lost his influ- 
ence with the federation’s power brokers.” Votes for others included Tammy Bs 
Fytch, Woman, and Mr. Fuji. Jimmy Hart 


14. IF YOU COULD WATCH A CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH AT ANY VENUE, 


WHERE WOULD IT BE? 


Madison Square Garden ..........62% (71%) 
EG AT ENON oo: 5(oi0i v0.03 ¥ Gi siervs] 918 19% (0%) 
The Tokyo Dome ............++++..6% (8%) 
Baltimore Arena ..............+++ 5% (5%) 
OCT see Mattar pia 4.8 Sas hk Chay «+ 8% (6%) 


Ec world’s most famous arena was the scene | 
of two WWF World title changes in 1994, as 
Bret Hart defeated Yokozuna at WrestleMania X, [cy 
and Diesel defeated Bob Backlund in late- 
November. The Garden, which hosted Game 7 of 
the Stanley Cup Finals, two games in the NBA 
Finals, and Martina Navratilova’s final tennis 
match, added to its aura as the home of champi- 
ons. No surprise that the Garden is still the place 
people want to see and be seen in. The surprise 
this year was second-place finisher ECW Arena in 
Philadelphia, which basically has all the aura of your average basement. ECW Arena is where ECW hosts most of its TV 
tapings and many live cards; it has quickly gained a reputation as the most intimidating arena in wrestling. The seats are 
placed close to the ring, there’s barely any room between the apron and the metal barriers, and fans rarely sit down during a 
match. Nobody would ever hold a major title bout here, unless tickets were priced at $1,000, merely because capacity is only 
about 1,000. But what a thrill it would be to see a major championship match in this environment! 


Paes ae ee een = al See eee 
15. WILL HULK HOGAN RE-RETIRE? 


r Hogan, retiring and coming out of retirement has become an annual event. So 

MESO e pv ttees tree nbielals eee s ORTG. if he came out of retirement in 1994, it makes sense that he’s scheduled to retire 

NO oo ccc ccc ec eeeeeeses- 31% again in 1995. Several insiders felt Big Van Vader would force Hogan into retire- 
ment by inflicting a serious injury upon him. 


The Tokyo Dome 
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16. WILL RIC FLAIR COME OUT OF RETIREMENT? 


= | fe times have changed. Last year, we asked whether Hulk Hogan would return, and 91 
percent of our insiders said yes. They were right. This year, they’re saying that Ric 


f ” Flair—who lost a “loser-must-retire” match to Hogan at Halloween Havoc—won’t return. 
; : “Flair has too much integrity,” wrote one insider. “He agreed to something, and he’s going to 
‘ . stick with it. Besides, I don’t think he would have agreed to a retirement match if he wasn’t 


ready to retire.” 


NOs FERS DS ele alos sbvsrdib le mantels ain cota toerne Geeleloni et lalauraials ain Bisarsciasel persed AO 


Dt nes Or ROHL WET TR AW OG A nner SAU hOCeT DL DOS per Ba 


3) 17. WHOIS THE BEST TELEVISION 
COMMENTATOR IN WRESTLING? 


. Bobby EIGenann vvictow stekopotcle s(n, ivtsselpjei Nevin eerste) 
VerryBawler cy ctacs opis Helse meus oh clei ais a st'e paler 7G. OTe) 
Tony SCHIGVOME. Joa 33006 kl eatalaie) ed witmis'e 81s sob (1290) 
Gene ORCrnd ra0 acs 8 silo gis ass teed) ok toe a8 wala 0(270) 
Joey SHES icc. Fond Dont ete ae cinta dine Bs in vine we O90 (ONO) 
TU OSSix corms osicianiveros athens as ane hese eng TOGO TO) 
Vince McMahon. ...... 0. 0ecreceeeeceecceveecs +590 (4%) 
OMETS occ cc riensecnnt ees snc eseviegensaeeise + + 16% (6%) 


he weakness of this category becomes evi- 

dent when you look at the whopping num- 
ber of votes for others. There were several rea- 
sons for this: Jesse Ventura, last year’s over- 
whelming winner, left WCW. Jim Ross 
worked for Smoky Mountain for a while, then 
returned to the WWF just before press time. 
Bobby Heenan won by a small margin, but 
even his supporters pointed out that Heenan’s 
commentary is too one-sided. The same is true ff 
of Jerry Lawler. On the plus side, Heenan and 
Lawler are entertaining announcers who pro- 
vide a unique perspective on the game. Not so 
for Gene Okerlund, whose pandering to WCW 
World champion Hulk Hogan drew tremen- 
dous criticism from our insiders. Support 
increased for WWF head Vince McMahon. 
ECW’s Joey Styles is a solid rookie to watch, 


Ric Flair 


Jim Ross 


18. WILL WE SEE A WWF WORLD CHAMPION VS. WCW WORLD CHAMPION 
MATCH WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 


Ds 5 ren hu Hate og AT ao Setvlek resistin PTO (DFID) 
he gulf between WCW and the WWE, which one insider Yes... een Srrige Saget: DOT wi GO PED MN UD) 
wrote about last year, has grown larger, not smaller, with : , 
WCW’s raiding of old WWF talent. The WWF and WCW still hate each other; any progress toward a mutual agreement was 
eliminated in a contentious 1994. We’ll probably never see the WWF and WCW get together. “On the plus side,” one insider 
wrote, “the WWF would probably be more receptive to an interfederation match than it had been in the past. Now it’s WCW 
that doesn’t want any part of it.” 
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19, ARE THE BEST OF TODAY’S WRESTLERS AS GOOD AS THE BEST 


OF 40 YEARS AGO? 


‘ zs g xe. 


20. WOULD YOU DESCRIBE MAINSTREAM 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF WRESTLING AS POOR, 
MEDIOCRE, GOOD, OR EXCELLENT? 


Hix Hogan returned to the ring and (oN ee oe: ee 98% 
won the WCW World title, Ric Agedigcre ......0.+++seeeees 2% 


Flair retired, Diesel won the WWF 

World title from Bob Backlund, and morning TV talk shows were the only 
members of the mainstream media that paid the slightest bit of attention to 
these important events. Vince McMahon’s indictment was big news in the daily 
newspapers, so why wasn’t his acquittal equally big news? Without a big fish 
to fry and fry again, the mainstream media generally ignored wrestling in 1994. 
Too bad. At least wrestlers wrestled. That’s more than baseball and hockey 
players could say. 


VERE alia stenatealsiiale oe 65% (68%) 
ING teri ncaiign eres 35% (32%) 


ot much change from last year, 

with support for the wrestlers of 
yesteryear increasing only slightly, 
probably because of the decreased 
depth in the tag team pool. Ric Flair’s 
retirement also hurt today’s wrestlers. 
But Sabu, Alex Wright, Aldo 
Montoya, and The Kid keep proving 
that technical excellence is alive and 
well, even in the age of Diesel, Hulk 
Hogan, and Sid Vicious. These days, 
even big men can jump! 


21. WOULD YOU GAUGE 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC’S 
PERCEPTION OF 
WRESTLING AS POOR, 
MEDIOCRE, GOOD, OR 
EXCELLENT? 


POO aweresis nin es aa8 39% (53%) 
Mediocre .........+4. 37% (27%) 
GOOD nasi Saletvs-rinwnsn 94,5 22% (19%) 
EEXCOUCREN. ig g vic ai tetoimsa or 9.8 2% (1%) 


Re, appearances in court and 
the favorable emergence of Diesel 
as WWF World champion and Huik 
Hogan as WCW World champion 
helped the sport’s general image in 
1994. Although the glory years of the 
mid-1980s are long gone, and might 
never be relived, wrestling is starting 
to settle into a comfortable run as an 
entertaining, often thrilling sport that is 
the choice of many people for an 
evening’s entertainment. Perhaps the 
labor disputes in hockey and baseball 
forced many people to look elsewhere; 
they rediscovered wrestling and liked 
what they saw. 
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22. GIVE A LETTER GRADE TO WWE PRESIDENT JACK TUNNEY FOR HIS 
PERFORMANCE: A, B, C, D, OR F 


iddle-of-the-road marks in a relatively quiet year for Tunney, Gites tobceocrexce neice: atin cle 30% (34%) 
who didn’t have to make too many difficult decisions. po Seeds 28% (28%) 
Perhaps he could have overturned Bob Backlund’s victory over poo as Boe eee, 22% (30%) 
Bret Hart at Survivor Series and ruled that Helen Hart didn’t have 4 9 ee, 10% (4%) 
the right to throw in the towel for her son, but Bret never asked for po 10% (4%) 


a ruling. He acted properly by putting the WWF World tag team 

title up for grabs in a tournament when Diesel and Shawn Michaels 

broke up. Tunney received 32 percent high marks (A or B), compared to 34 percent last year, and 38 percent low marks (D 
or F), compared to 32 percent last year. Not bad. Tunney is, as usual, an average arbiter. 


23. GIVE A LETTER GRADE TO WCW 
COMMISSIONER NICK BOCKWINKEL FOR 
HIS PERFORMANCE: A, B, C, D, OR F 


Peer: tO EDD css iis speoriote piace ate camer cae Weanere ce oad al 33% 
our insiders, @3lu.shase ws ols bel 22 Gas cen eae Piaaeeery are acre 30% 
Bock wink 1 GB aire eiiatrereuistcbreamereciteie a ierache ree Oe. 
didn’t have'a very [RA ivgiciscee siieialelsrsiaretsyetsniaoeetteietiie eiatele ea ange 
good first year. EA iter am icnaiceeiete teen rere eotararstalel eters 5% 


They were espe- 

cially critical of the way he handled the Flair-Sherri-Hogan situation, when 
Bockwinkel suspended Flair, but allowed him to wrestle Hogan on WCW’s 
European tour. Many insiders also felt Bockwinkel allowed Hogan to take } 
over the federation and pick and choose his opponents. “Hogan should have 
been forced to wrestle Vader, and Bockwinkel should have been the man who 
forced him to do it,” one insider wrote. Some of our insiders, most of whom 
gave Bockwinkel a C, felt the jury is still out on Commissioner Nick. 


Nick Bockwinkel 


24. WHO IS THE MOST 
INFLUENTIAL MAN IN WRESTLING? 


ATK Og amt) se bre. 5's esaystens'e aye oe ae ae db piece cancers 62% 
VERGE MOMAHOM si sxe sss dptitvn ie gle knew teenies niet elas ie 33% 
FEA DUPRE SG vo etn b tote ve ee alt ete a alecale oa tes 3% 
COTES PDR AR UT RET ACNE AEROS Barre er eric en 2% 


See We weren’t. Hogan, by his mere presence, can dic- 
tate the way a federation is run. His arrival in WCW was 
cause for parades, press conferences, and successful pay-per- 
view events. He held off challenges from Ric Flair and Brutus 
Beefcake and made Big Van Vader blind with anger. Hogan is 
neither judge nor jury, but like many great trial lawyers in a 
courtroom, he can take over a federation. He did in 1995, and 
pushed federation owners McMahon and Turner into the back- 
Hulk Hogan ground. 
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25. WHICH IS THE BEST WEEKLY WRESTLING SHOW ON TV? 


Ithough support for WWF Monday Night Raw dropped slightly, you’ll notice WWF Monday Night Raw . .80% (84%) 


that support for WWF programming totaled 84 percent, the same as last year. WCW Saturday Night ....... 8% (8%) 
Raw, now two years old, moved out of the Manhattan Center, but kept finding WWF Action Zone.......... 4% (0%) 
cozy venues throughout the United States. The Raw road show has become atop Others ............ vas wate 8% (8%) 


attraction in cities throughout the U.S., and the live Monday night broadcasts are 

must-see programs for all wrestling fans; titles often change hands at Raw, as the WWF World tag team title did on the day after 
the Royal Rumble. We’re surprised WCW, which over the past year robbed just about everything else from the WWF, hasn’t 
copied the Raw format. Support for others included ECW’s weekly broadcast, which is always packed with action, violence, and 
those crazy ECW fans. It’s good television. 


26. WHICH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT HEAVY WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
IN NORTH AMERICA? 


he balance of power shifted over the past year, with Ric Flair and Hulk Hogan wearing the WCW World title and the rel- 

atively disrespected Diesel and Bob Backlund (along with Bret Hart) claiming the WWF World belt. Never forget that 

the champion makes the championship. “The belt itself is meaningless. The federation is meaningless,” wrote one insider. “If 

Flair and Hogan were in ECW, then the ECW title would suddenly become the most important championship in the world. If 

Tony Anthony or Italian Stallion were the WCW World champion, nobody would 

WCW World ........ 59% (51%) care. It’s all a matter of wrestler quality.” Add the current talent pool to WCW’s 

WWE World ........41% (49%) history of champions, which (given the implicit NWA lineage) includes Buddy 
Rogers, Lou Thesz, and Harley Race, and you have a title worth fighting for. 


SUCCEEDED IN 
REJUVENATING 
WOMEN’S WRESTLING 
IN NORTH AMERICA? 


INGE EF le Favs SANT as veer Ib 
WeSnnacs. IT cas stelet are were Lo 


ull Nakano vs. Alundra Blayze 

was one of wrestling’s hottest 
feuds in 1994, and everybody noticed. 
Fans actually paid to see Nakano vs. 
Blayze and stayed in their seats for 
these action-filled matches. But 
Nakano vs. Blayze was often the only 
entree on the menu, and our insiders 
felt it only fueled interest in Nakano 
vs. Blayze, not women’s wrestling in 
general. “The talent pool of capable 
female wrestlers is very shallow right 
now,” wrote one insider. “Alundra and 
Bull didn’t pull anybody out of the 
woodwork, and that’s too bad.” Bull Nakano vs. Alundra Blayze 
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28. WHO IS 
WRESTLING’S BEST 
BRAWLER? 


Big Van Vader ........ +++ 53% 
Cactus Jack .......... Pera 2 oe) 
Sabu ..... salnarsiehe spre hPa e oe 
Ferry Funk. vgvc gata bauan 6% 


King Kong Bundy ..........- 
Kevin Sullivan 
ERGFS notes Sa awa wea sia were 


ader, the man who has injured 
¥Y more men than any other wrestler 
in the world, received strong support 
from our intimidated insiders. 
Although Vader is a capable all-around 
wrestler, he’s absolutely best at brawl- 
ing and particularly deadly when he 
corners an opponent. Cactus Jack, 
often a victim of Vader, showed off his 
brawling skills against Vader and in 
several falls-count-anywhere tag team 
matches. Jack is a pure brawler who 
would run into a brick wall if it helped 
him win a match. Sabu’s not too shab- 
by, either. 


31. WHICH IS THE 
BEST INDEPENDENT 
FEDERATION IN 
NORTH AMERICA? 


ECW ..3.. iaptanme - .- + 48% 
Smoky Mountain ..........22% 
BAS WA ocrecistetcatal ereratenacs . 17% 
WEIS. crea cea ee eTe 


idespread support for the three 

most popular independent federa- 
tions in North America, with a relative 
newcomer, ECW, outpolling the main- 
stay, the USWA, as well as Smoky 
Mountain. Our respondents praised all 
three federations for providing fans with 
high-intensity action and entertainment 
and for providing many of today’s rising 
stars with a place to show off their tal- 
ents. The USWA, which has a working 
relationship with the WWF, has hosted 
superstars such as Lex Luger, Mabel, 
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29, WHO IS WRESTLING’S FASTEST MAN? 


Sabu........ Pate ively 54% 
The Bid. ovis cu s0 ss 643% 
Others ......+5. nebo 


Sy can do just about any- | 
thing, including move 
around the ring at the speed of | 
lightning and dizzy his poor |} 
opponents. He’s fast with his 
hands and feet, and he’s espe- | 
cially quick at stringing together | 
one aerial move after another. 
Just about everybody else sup- 
ported The Kid, who wouldn’t 
have risen so high in the WWE 
if he wasn’t fast enough to get 
away from larger rivals. 


The Kid kicks Irwin R. Schyster 


30. DOES THE ULTIMATE FIGHTING 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSE A THREAT TO 


PRO WRESTLING? 


A re our insiders wearing blinders, 


t do they honestly believe that iy 
the strong pay-per-view buy rates | 


Ultimate Fighting Championship [V 
compiled do not represent a threat to 
wrestling? Although UFC IV didn’t 


approach Flair-Hogan in terms of | 


pay-per-view success, it did show a 
meaningful increase in viewership 
over previous events. The ultra-vio- 


Ultimate Fighting Championship IV: 
Royce Gracie kicks Dan Severn 


lent UFC IV made up for in action what it lacked in glitz. “They have a lot of 
loose edges that keep them from being attractive to the mainstream public,” wrote 
one insider. “They’re basically dealing with a fringe audience. To attract the 
mainstream audience these days, you have to have a slicker product. It’s some- 
thing they lack, and I’m not sure they have the financial backing to make up for 
it.” Wrote another insider, who sees UFC as a threat, “I think when you look 
closely, you see that their audience is made up of young people who play ultra- 
violent video games and frustrated wrestling fans who want more action. 
Obviously, we’re talking about a very large audience. I think wrestling promoters 


have to respect the Ultimate Fighting Championship people.” 


Adam Bomb, and The Undertaker over 
the past year, in addition to regulars 
Jerry Lawler, Sid Vicious, Tommy Rich, 
and Brian Christopher, “Let’s not forget 
that this is the federation that gave the 
WWE Lawler and Jarrett,” one insider 
wrote. “No federation develops more top 
talent.” Several respondents criticized 
ECW for emphasizing gore over 


wrestling. SMW was praised by one 
respondent for its “entertaining feuds, 
action-packed matches, and quality tal- 
ent pool. You’re talking about an indy 
with The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, The 
Gangstas, The Heavenly Bodies, Jim 
Cornette, Tony Anthony, Cactus Jack, 
Chris Candido, and Tammy Fytch. 
That’s pretty good.” 


32. WHO GIVES THE BEST INTERVIEWS? 


o other sport relies as 

much on interviews as 
a part of the complete enter- 
tainment package. In most 
sports, in fact, athletes give 
meaningless interviews in 
which they say nothing— 
“We're just taking things 
one game at a time’”—and 
go out of their way to avoid 
insulting an opponent 
(“He’s a great player, and I 
have a world of respect for 
him.”). Wrestling is the 
only sport in which inter- 
views matter. They’re part 
of a wrestler’s strategy. 
Present a one-hour 
wrestling TV show with 30 
minutes of interviews and 
30 minutes of matches, and 
most people would say you 
have the perfect mix. The 
voting was widespread in 
this category, with Big Van 
Vader earning a slight edge 
over Shawn Michaels. 
“Vader is better than any- 
body at sending a message 
to his opponent,” one insid- 
er wrote. “With Vader, the 
intimidation begins with the 
interview.” Michaels and 
Lawler are funny, in- 
sightful, and insulting in 
their interviews. Owen Hart 
and Bob Backlund great at 
expressing their hatred in 
fascinating tirades. 


34. WHO IS THE BEST FOREIGN WRESTLER? 


W: felt comfortable asking this question because most insiders 
are familiar with the international wrestling scene, especially 
Japan, and are capable of judging the best wrestlers. The Great Muta, 
a success in both North America and Japan, might be the best all- 
around wrestler in the world. He won by a slight margin over Triple 


Crown champion Toshiaki 


Williams in Tokyo) and [WGP champion Shinya Hashimoto. Bull 
Nakano, perhaps the best 
female wrestler in the world, he Great Muta ............22% 


received marginal support 


Votes for others included the Shinya Hashimoto ..........18% 


injured Jushin Liger, Tatsumi Konnan........ eee eeseee « 10% 
Fujinami, Perro Aguayo, and Bull Nakano . sem eeee ene eeee 5% 


Masanobu Fuchi. 


33. WHICH IS THE BEST 
SPECIALTY MATCH? 


iS Vai A CHET ceinteis' 6 ee pelos eves te ores) te, 20% 

Shawn Michaels ........00.+00.- voce AB8% 

Verry Eawlern sn pincers mista oa viata» Nels ate ss LOGE SHEP CAGE 459 ain -2ie oe chi ec peit Lhe) 

OWEN TIA creat See BAR ee ela 14% Barbed-wire .........+.++ 15% 

Bob Backlund’ s 6. occ Fees osmy ete rc eay hig CHB ss sre U jacviagele stevie OO LAGE 

OMAP SES Fo get ane Sai olen Heres léte « BLOTO ROU Eres: 3 tinier eee 
Texas death ..........0.+++.8% 
Others ..... pamela is ees 


W: found that our insiders weren’t 
thrilled with this question. Very 
few supplied comments with their 
responses, making it clear that specialty 
matches are for the fans, not the 
wrestlers, promoters, writers, referees, 
or other insiders. Steel cage matches, 
which are always dangerous, are the old- 
est form of specialty match and, not sur- 
prisingly, won by a slight margin over 
the violent, bloody barbed-wire matches. 


~ 


i : 
. 
PYM Sr Getta 


4 


Bob Backlund 


Kawada (who in October beat Steve 


Toshiaki Kawada ...........20% 


The Great Muta 
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35. WHO IS THE BEST FOREIGN WRESTLER 
CURRENTLY WRESTLING IN NORTH AMERICA? 


- 


Sabu 


—= 


British-born stars Davey Boy Smith and 
Lord Steven Regal have had great suc- 


*) cess in North America and, after Sabu, 


were the clear choices. Votes for others 
spanned 15 wrestlers. 


36. WHICH WAS 
THE BEST 
PAY-PER-VIEW 


WHT Gahode sens POs BOLE Eee 41% 
Davey Boy Smith. ........044. 26% EVENT OF THE 
Lord Steven Regal............ 12% PAST YEAR? 
Yokozuna.......++++ Nena siessiethe 
MCRD rie sinks sie io Wines ace oe 14% WrestleMania X ..........+ 25% 
Halloween Havoc ...... aeisiseote 
Bu athletes might be having a | Royal Rumble ............ 21% 
tough time in soccer, cricket, and | BashAtThe Beach......... 12% 
tennis, but they’re alive and well in pro | Starrcade ...........000++ 08 9% 
wrestling, especially in North America. | Others ,..... AAO Fa} -- 10% 


e insiders showed they have good 
memories by voting WrestleMania 
X the best of the best. The anniversary 


card at Madison Square Garden fea- 
tured two WWF World title defenses 
(Yokozuna vs. Lex Luger and Yoko- 
zuna vs. Bret Hart) and the Match of 
the Year, a titanic ladder match 
between Shawn Michaels and Razor 
Ramon. Good choice. Halloween 


37. WHO IS WRESTLING’S BEST NEW 
HOT PROSPECT? 


Ithough wrestling has a lot of hot Alex Wright ............. 23% | Havoc’s appeal was in one match: 
young stars, it doesn’t have many hot BryantAnderson ........... 18% | the “loser-must-retire” battle be- 
new stars. Newcomer Alex Wright has Jean-Paul LeVeque .........17% | tween Ric Flair and Hulk Hogan. The 
impressed our insiders with his aerial Osamu Nishimura .......... ‘9% | Royal Rumble had Diesel vs. Bret 
skills (and female fans with his good Others ............. alesis» 33% | Hart in a classic WWF World title 


looks and dancing ability), but the judg- 
ment must be reserved on whether he 
has the stamina, mental toughness, 
and overall ability to take the next 
step. “Wright strikes me as the type of 
man who thinks wrestling is all fun 
and games,” wrote one insider. At 
“Well, that’s a very nice way to 
look at things, but it’s also a 
good way for him to get 
killed. I’m afraid to think 
about what might happen if 
Wright found himself in the 
ring with Vader.” Bry- 

ant Anderson, Ole’s 
son, has great 
genes. “And if he’s 
half as tough as his. ‘ 
father, he’ll go a ’ 
long way,” wrote ~ 4 
one respondent. — 
Jean-Paul Le- 
Veque lost to 
Wright at Star- | 
rcade *94. 


defense and Shawn Michaels in an 
impressive Royal Rumble victory. 
Bash At The Beach featured the first 
Hogan-Flair battle in WCW. 
Starrcade, a weak event this year, 
received lukewarm response because 
of the unappealing Hogan-Beefcake 
brawl. 


ae 
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. WHO HAS 


F THE BEST? 


n the June 1994 issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, we presented our second “Best Of The Best” poll. It was a compre- 
hensive study of wrestling’s most awesome finishing moves and the men who use them. The ratings were based on how 
often a wrestler’s particular finishing move or hold actually ends a match in his favor. The results are based on the following 
straightforward questions. Several holds and moves ranked last year (figure-four, DDT, flying fistdrop, sleeperhold) were not 
included in this year’s poll, while a few new ones were added. 


clothesline is tailor-made for the 
rules of the sport. “It’s one of those 
moves that has devastating effect for 
about five seconds, but quickly wears off 
once a wrestler regains his wind,” one 


\ ," Jxestling analysts point out that the 


insider wrote. “But, of course, five seconds is nearly enough time to score two pins, 
let alone one.” The clothesline is an awesome power move that has been used to 
best advantage by Rick Steiner. Hulk Hogan returned to the ring and nearly moved 
to the top of the ballot. Irwin R. Schyster performs his clothesline with a running 
start off the ropes, adding to its effectiveness. Look for I.R.S. to make great gains 


in next year’s poll. 


Rk those who keep their fingernails 
and toenails trimmed, the elbow is 
the sharpest part of the human body. 
Bang into an elbow in a crowd and 
you'll feel a little pain. But when that 
elbow is attached to a body being 
launched from a height of 10 feet, it has 


a particularly devastating impact. Randy Savage’s flying elbowsmash is legendary 
for its effectiveness. Diesel parlayed his (and the “jackknife” power bomb) into a 
potent combination. Dustin Rhodes, who had a tough year, dropped from last 


year’s top spot. 


38. WHO HAS THE BEST CLOTHESLINE? 


Rick Steiner's clothesline 


40. WHO HAS THE BEST ELBOWSMASH? 


Rick Steiner .........27% (26%) 
Hulk Hogan....«.....26% (3%) 
Irwin R. Schyster ......22% (2%) 
Lex Euget? \ linn ico . 18% (2%) 
Others ..... vn ee ethene s270:(14%) 


Randy Savage ....... 30% (33%) 
Diesel ..,..... i.-+s, 28% (0%) 
Dustin Rhodes ....... 20% (36%) 
Brian Knobs .,.......10% (2%) 
OMNGTS cg oe Nene 12% (11%) 


39. WHO HAS THE 
BEST DROPKICK? 


ae dropkick returned to prominence 
in 1994 with The Kid using his 
from all angles and all spots, and 2 Cold 
Scorpio continuing to use the dropkick 
as a potent maneuver. Of course, we 
haven’t returned to the past, when just 
about every wrestler used the dropkick. 
These days, The Kid uses dropkick 
combinations—one after another, rapid- 
fire—to wear down opponents. He won 
by a slight margin over Scorpio, who 
also connects at a high rate. 


TRERIDE fees ois Sisk i 33% (11%) 
2 Cold Scorpio ....... 31% (39%) 
elf Jarrett) os. ds%.< w8is « 15% (3%) 


Owen Hart .....2++++-12% (5%) 


41, WHO HAS THE 
BEST LEGDROP? 


Hulk Hogan ..,......68% (12%) 
Yokozuna ......--2:- 11% (32%) 
SADT rch eRe ols ee -9% (2%) 
The Patriot u.0- oc excn 6% (18%) 
OUGGES > sd atetcasioaees . » 6% (7%) 


e’s back. Even last year, when he 
was semi-retired, Hogan received 
strong support in this category. Now that 
he’s back in the ring, and using the leg- 
drop as his only finishing maneuver, 
Hogan received overwhelming support, 
as well he should have. “You’re talking 
about the finishing maneuver that took 
him to a ton of titles,” one insider wrote. 
“Tt must be pretty good.” Yokozuna won 
in this category last year, but he lost the 
WWE World title at WrestleMania X 
and spent the last months of 1994 on the 
sidelines. Still, at 568 pounds, Yokozuna 
can put a lot of force behind this devas- 
tating, punishing move. 
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42, WHO HAS THE BEST 
FLYING BODYPRESS? 


2 Cold Scorpio ........ 22% (7%) 
Owen Hart .........+.. 20% (3%) 
YU TAS 61: lee PAP 18% (25%) 
Brian Pillman........ 15% (19%) 
OTROS SR hom sia leon oie 25% (17%) 


restling’s most graceful aerial maneuver 

looks absolutely beautiful when 2 Cold 
Scorpio soars through the air. “He has perfect 
form,” wrote one insider. “Who cares about the 
impact when the package looks so great?” Owen 
Hart was the subject of so much dislike that 
some people forgot about his great aerial skills, 
He is, after all, “The Rocket.” “When Owen 
executes his flying bodypress, he really does | 
look like a rocket,” wrote one respondent. 


43. WHO HAS THE BEST 
PILEDRIVER? 


erry LAWIER > isis; acr sharsialy 12% (13%) 


ra Brian Pillman 
he Undertaker’s “tombstone” piledriver 


is still the piledriver by which all others | 
must be judged. Until Undertaker came 
along, it was widely agreed that Jerry 
Lawler had the best piledriver in the sport. 
But Lawler’s getting older, and Undertaker 


| | 45, WHO HAS THE 
| BEST POWERSLAM? 


is getting more devastating. Recover from Davey Boy Smith ...... 32% (0%) 
his “tombstone” and you really have come Steve Williams ....... 31% (39%) 
back from the dead. Shawn Michaels, Razor Ramon ........ 18% (41%) 
known mainly for his scientific skills, Ron Simmons ......... 9% (10%) 
showed a little killer instinct in 1994. 3 LOR MUBEL) Poryis 516 akira ath ¢ 8% (2%) 
Maybe that’s why he’s on the verge of The Undertaker's OIRERSisviainwiawwi eit: x statele 2% (5%) 
becoming a world champion. “tombstone” piledriver 


W* most of our insiders finally 
: =< got it right. Last year, we 
: _ admonished them for confusing the 

44, WHO HAS THE BEST SAVATE KICK? powerslam with the power bomb; they 
I, voted for Big Van Vader, who doesn’t 
'| have a powerslam. Steve Williams was 
any wrestlers use the savate kick, a martial arts move, but few use it like) a bridesmaid for the second consecu- 
Shawn Michaels and Sabu. Sabu, last year’s runaway winner, still uses the’) tive year. Impressive showing for “Dr. 
savate in groups of three and four. Death,” who rarely competes in the 


Shawn Michaels has been working on Shawn Michaels ....... 41% (4%) | 5. Davey Boy Smith seemingly 
the savate kick for a long time and S@BU-.+++++.0s+++++- 35% (65%) | impressed everybody this year and had 
unleashed it upon defenseless, slow- AW@MG ..--++++++++++- 10% (0%) ( a strong showing in several categories. 
moving opponents in 1994. Others»... se +seveeee 14% (10%) _. Yes, he has a powerslam. 
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46. WHO HAS THE BEST MOONSAULT? 


he most exciting and popular move gap, . wave e057 (54%) 
in wrestling was made even more Big Van Vader ........14% (7%) 


exciting by Sabu, who continues to 4jgnow ..... weseee 112% (0%) 
invent dangerous variations of his signa- Jpop Kid........ ve vee all % (4%) 
ture maneuver. Willing to perform it 9 @gjg Scorpio ......+. 5% (0%) 
from any spot in the arena or onto any Othert ovis ken veces ssl% (2%) 


surface, Sabu is a daredevil who puts 

everything he has into each terrific moonsault. Big Van Vader has quite a moon- 
sault for a big man. The Kid keeps on coming up with moonsault variations. Al 
Snow went moonsault vs. moonsault against Sabu on independent cards all over 
the country. 


47, WHO HAS THE BEST SCORPION DEATHLOCK? 


wen Hart gained ground and took 


votes away from his brother in the Bret Hart............ 68% (89%) 
battle of the “sharpshooters,” but we’re Owen Hart........... -20% (3%) 
really not sure where our insiders were Sting ..... Sao ote -6% (5%) 
coming from. Didn’t Bret dominate their Others .............+. -6% (3%) 


matches? Didn’t Owen prove in 1994 

that he’s a distant second to “The Hitman”? If anything, the effectiveness of 
Bret’s “sharpshooter” was verified over the past year. We don’t understand. 
Neither do the numerous wrestlers who still have pulled muscles and swollen 
kneecaps as a result of Bret’s “sharpshooter.” 


— —= 


i ee 


48. WHO HAS THE BEST VERTICAL SUPLEX? 


s Davey Boy Smith the best overall 


: Davey Boy Smith ......36% (0%) 

wrestler in the world? You'd certainly 75, Luger...... .. 2+ -25% (22%) 
think so by looking at the results of the ¢yoyo Austin ...... . + «20% (8%) 
“Best Of The Best.” Smith’s vertical Qyoy Hart ....... ve» 8% (1%) 
suplex—it’s like suddenly finding your- Tasmaniac ............7% (0%) 
self on the scariest amusement park ride @spors s,s... .A% (3%) 


in the world when you thought you were 

in a wrestling match—is even more effective because Davey Boy has so many 
other weapons in his arsenal. Owen Hart, who rarely got to try his vertical suplex 
on brother Bret, fell sharply in the rankings after winning last year. Tasmaniac, the 
self-proclaimed “Master Of The Suplex,” is the master in terms of variety (particu- 
larly the snap-suplex), but not when it comes to this one finishing maneuver. 


eS — ESS — 


49. WHO HAS THE BEST POWER BOMB? 


ouldn’t you love to see Vader vs. 


Big Van Vader .......52% (90%) 
Diesel'in'.a battle/of the power’ Iii tau mean . 46% (0%) 
bombs? How about a competition in Oihiery nee ee .2% (2%) 


which they took turns power-bombing 

each other? “Whoever went first would win, because the other wouldn’t be 
able to continue,” wrote one insider who rhetorically suggested this competi- 
tion. Both Diesel and Vader have ridden their power bombs—Diesel calls his a 


“jackknife”—to world titles, Diesel in the WWF, Vader in WCW. The differ- 


ence: Diesel uses his to win matches; Vader uses his to hurt people, which in 
turn wins matches. “Vader’s has a lot more gusto behind it,” one insider wrote. 
“But let’s see what happens if Diesel ever gets Michaels into position for a 
‘jackknife.’ Then we'll see his idea of gusto.” 


50. WHO HAS 
THE BEST 
OVERALL 
FINISHER? 


Big Van Vader 
(power bomb) ........+++ +» 28% 
Diesel . 

| (power bomb) ....... seco vice el49O 
911 
(choke-slam) ........0.04 .. 18% 
Bob Backlund 
(chicken wing) .....+..+++. 13% 
Hulk Hogan 
(TERUTOP) I. o vs,an ce'ale ste etnies 12% 
CHHETS re sietcisakt teres cite Screw 


upport for Vader slipped as he 
failed to regain the WCW World 
title in 1994, although he won the U.S. 
title from Hacksaw Duggan. The inci- 
dent at Clash of the Champions XXX 


) in Las Vegas, when Vader’s power 


bomb had little effect on Hulk Hogan, 


had little effect on this question, as 


enc wise Ves is 


911’s choke-dlan 


most ballots had been returned by then. 
Diesel’s “jackknife” was parlayed into 
a WWF World title. Nobody has ever 
recovered from 911’s choke-slam. 
Backlund’s chicken wing was convert- 
ed into a WWF World title. Hogan’s 


| legdrop still rules. 0 
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STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 


wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 


New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 


week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 


Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


Send to: 

London Publishing Co. CNEW 

P.0. Box 910 C1 RENEWAL 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(] Check or money order 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


C] VISA 
_] MasterCard 
Cara number). = 2 2 ee eee 


Expiration date: /_ 
MO/YR 


(Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) 


So many of you have written to 
tell us that you’d love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
INustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


AN LEAVES WWE, SAYS HE WON'T RETURN 


BOBBY HEEN 


YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 


L] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 
[| 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! 
(] 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 


Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT 
CITY STATE ZIP 


“4 
! 
1 
I 
i] 
! 
i] 
i] 
! 
1 
| 
1 
i 
1 
i 
|| I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. H 
1 
1 
i 
i 
J 
! 
i] 
i] 
! 
! 
1 
1 
i] 
Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for ' 
single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 i 
issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. : 


2581/07-94 
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the time, date, and place where he 
suffered this minor injury. 

“| know it happened in February 
of 1991 in Montgomery, Alabama, 
because that was one of the few 
times in my life that | didn’t go out 
partying after a match,” Hayes said. 
Then he chuckled. “I’m not saying | 
didn’t have a few drinks that night,” 
Hayes added. “No way. In fact, me 
and Jack Daniels had a very good 
relationship after that match. Good 
way to get rid of the pain.” 

Hayes recalled, without satisfac- 
tion, that on February 18, 1991, 
Rick and Scott Steiner didn’t merely 
beat him and Jimmy Garvin for the 
WCW World tag team title. 

“Let me put it this way: We all 
whipped each other’s butts, and 
they came out on top,” Hayes said. 
“They hurt us, and you'd better 
believe we got our shots in, but the 
Steiners were one of the few teams 
that could walk down Badstreet with 
us and still be standing when they 
turned the corner.” 

Larry Zbyszko, now a part-time 
wrestler, has similar memories of 
the Steiner brothers. 

“Scott’s the kind of wrestler who 
has to be on the brink of death 
before he'll agree to sit out a match, 
and Rick won't stop until he isn’t 
breathing,” said Zbyszko, who 
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Rick Steiner uses a belly-to-back suplex on Hiroshi Hase. One of the reasons the 
Steiners went to Japan is that their rugged style left them with so many nagging 
injuries. Now they're rested and ready to return. 


teamed with Arn Anderson to 
defeat Rick Steiner and Bill 
Kazmaier, Scott’s replacement, in a 
tournament final for the WCW 
World tag team belts in September 
1991, shortly after the Steiners 
were forced to vacate the title. “Let 
me tell you something: | was 
shocked when Scott had to give up 


— _ > — -+- ~ a —— 

Rick drops Hase to the mat with a DDT as Scott looks on. The brothers wrestled 
infrequently in Japan, and it remains to be seen if they will be able to handle a more 
demanding schedule in the U.S. 


the belt. | figured he’d take that 
thing to his grave.” 

Scott was sidelined with a torn 
left bicep, one of the many injuries 
that have sidetracked the Steiners. 
But eight months later, Scott, still 
hurting and taking medication to 
ease the pain, teamed with his 
brother to regain the belts. Later 
that year, with both men still hurting, 
Rick and Scott lost the title and 
signed with the WWF. 

The lesson to be learned from 
these stories is that anyone who 
plans to wrestle the brothers Steiner 
better be ready to make a few sacri- 
fices. Now, after a long hiatus dur- 
ing which Rick and Scott wrestled 
infrequently in Japan, the Steiners 
are about to return to WCW. At 
press time, it was all but certain that 
they were going to sign with the fed- 
eration. 

But has the layoff made the 
Steiners lazy? And can they regain 
their killer instinct in America after 
having been out of the fold for so 
long? 

Well, not many people are bet- 


Scott Steiner has an array of punishing 
suplexes, including one of the belly-to 
belly variety that he perfected in the Orient 
Scott says he and his brother picked up a 
lot of new moves in Japan 

rest of their lives.” 

Few tag teams take more risks 
and have been injured more fre- 
quently than Rick and Scott, who 
wrestle like football players without 
protective equipment. Scott’s thun- 
dering suplexes and “Franken- 
steiners” destroy opponents, but 
take their toll on his body, too. 
When Rick gets down into a three- 
point stance and barrels into an 
opponent, his shoulder absorbs 
much of the impact. His clothesline 
is perhaps the most devastating in 
all of wrestling. 

“Yeah, we've been hurt lots of 
times, but we keep bouncing back, 

(Continued on page 68) 


ting against them. 

“There are SO many good teams 
in WCW right now, but | think the 
Steiners will be a match for any one 
of them,” Zbyszko said. “People 
who wonder whether the Steiners 
can regain their killer instinct just 
don’t know those two guys. They 
live for wrestling. They didn’t take a 
vacation because they were sick of 
wrestling, they did it because it was 
either that or wrestle crippled for the 


One of Scott's greatest assets is his intensity, which he showed in 
applying an armlock on The Great Muta (above) and later with- 
standing the pain of Muta’s leglock (left). But sometimes he can be 
too intense for his own good. 
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Sting has proved himself the better man in a feud with Avalanche, but is intent on win- 
ning another world championship or two in the near future. He says he won’t go 
through Hulk Hogan to do it, however. 


cial to almost everyone with whom he has come in contact. His 

name recognition has allowed WCW to supplant the WWF as 
the most visible promotion and has caused a chain reaction of per- 
sonnel moves affecting the entire sport. Like him or not, Hogan’s 
return to wrestling and his victory for the WCW World title were good 
for wrestling, and everybody close to him. 

Well, almost everybody. One who hasn’t felt the positive spillover 
is Sting, who has become somewhat of a forgotten man in a federa- 
tion he once dominated. The three-time former champion hasn‘t held 
the World title in two years and doesn’t appear to be close to ending 
that streak. Hogan’s arrival has bumped the “Stinger” to secondary sta- 
tus among WCW fan favorites, even though he was voted 1994’s Most 
Popular Wrestler by readers of this magazine. 

Sting has every right to feel bitter about what has happened to him 
over the past two years, but he doesn’t. In fact, he refused to bad- 
mouth Hogan, although it would appear to some skeptics that the 
champion used him for his own personal gain. 

Even after his loss to 51-year-old Antonio Inoki in Japan, he remains 
very upbeat about his future both in and out of the sport, and 
expressed those feelings in a recent interview with Senior Writers 
Chris Bernucca and Eddie Ellner and Managing Editor Dave Lenker at 
a restaurant in his hometown of Venice Beach, California. 


es HOGAN’S ARRIVAL in WCW has been extremely benefi- 


STING: This is a good place, 
guys. The owner knows me, and 
he’ll give us all the time we need to 
do this. 

EDDIE ELLNER: What's good 
here? 

CHRIS BERNUCCA: The whole 
lunch menu. 

ELLNER: So what do you recom- 
mend? 


There’s a lot of 
resentment 
toward Hulk 
Hogan in this 
sport, but none 
of it comes from 
me. And there are 
other ways to get 
to the title. 


BERNUCCA: The burgers are 
great. Have an iced tea or a lemon- 
ade, too. 

STING: I’m partial to the gua- 
camole dip myself. 

ELLNER: Suit yourself. I’m having 
eggs. 

STING: Eggs?! Ellner, it’s two in 
the afternoon! 

ELLNER: No, “Stinger,” it’s break- 
fast time for me. | woke up an hour 
ago, and | want eggs. And coffee. 

LENKER: Eddie, we're here to talk 
to Sting. 

ELLNER: All right, all right. Sting, 
what was it like losing to old man 
Inoki in front of 60,000 people in 
Tokyo? 

BERNUCCA: Nice, Ellner. Very 
nice. 

STING (laughing): That’s all 
right, guys. Winning would have 
been a lot better. It wasn’t much 
fun. To put it in terms you would 


understand, I’d say it’s about the 
same as writing a column that’s 
entirely wrong. You can relate to 
that, can’t you, Ellner? 

LENKER: The boy has talent! 

STING (removing sunglasses): 
Losing is never fun, guys. You all 
know that. Antonio Inoki had the 
home-mat advantage for that one. 
The man is a legend, and he can still 
wrestle. There was no shame in los- 
ing. Plus, | was treated nicely in 
Japan. | always have been, and 
that’s why | keep going back there. 

BERNUCCA: Is wrestling some- 
thing you'd like to be doing less of? 

STING: No, not at all. But there’s 
nothing more | can do to increase 
my visibility or popularity in the 
sport. That was tapped out a while 
ago. I'd just like to maintain that 
while getting involved in other 
stuff. 

LENKER: Like television? 

STING: Like television, like 
opening fitness centers, like spend- 
ing more time with my family. Like 
lazy days like this. You get older, 
different things become more 
important to you. | see a lot of guys 
walk away from the sport and try 
something else, and they end up 
coming back to the ring. That’s why 
I really respect Rick Steamboat. He 
looked at his family and decided 
they were too important to neglect 
any longer. 

ELLNER: His back injury made 
that decision a lot easier. | heard he 
could have come back. | think he 
copped out and used the family 
thing as an excuse. 

STING: Ellner, that is why you 
will be writing columns until you 
drop dead at your computer. 
Because you don’t know when to 
quit. Rick Steamboat decided the 
risks of wrestling with a bad back 
weren't worth it. He didn’t want to 
wrestle at a level less than he had. 
His conscience told him that the 
fans had shown plenty of respect 
for him and he was going to show 
the same in return. 


(Continued on page 74) 
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burned fireman who 
keeps walking into 
fires, the madman who 
just won't quit. 

There isn’t a part of 
Jack’s body that hasn't 
been sliced, diced, 
spiced, dropped, kicked, 
beaten, spindled, and 
mutilated. He’s one of 
those wrestlers who’s 
willing to take five shots 
to deliver one good one. A 
former tag team partner - 
called Jack “the most cal- Ouch! That's what Cactus 


lused wrestler in the world. » Jack’s whole body said 
’ after he was power- 
bombed by Big Van Vader 


him upside down. 

“The floor came at me at 
a thousand miles an hour,” 
Jack's head would tell you. 
“Got me right in the back.” 

“The impact vibrated 
right into me,” his shoul- 
der would scream. 

“! went numb,” his 
spine would add. “l 
haven't been the same 
since!” 

Jack was hospitalized 


back.” on the concrete floor in 
‘ F : - 4993 (left). An ambulance 

It's not easy being the took him to a hospital 
madman from Truth or (below), where he was 


Consequences, New Mex- § diagnosed as having a 
co. It’s even more difficult eoncussiomendiamnesia. 
being one of his body parts. 

If they could only tell the tales ... 

HEAD, SHOULDERS, SPINE: “! 
gotta admit, Vader took care of all 
three parts in one shot,” Jack said 
of the horrifying incident that 
occurred on April 21, 
1993, at Center Stage 
Theater in Atlanta. “| 
don’t remember much 
Mim aa-e--umigegm Wonder what was going 
tape a few times, and [iE esa 
I’ve never liked what | MReteMsvelsristanucmitisecit: 
seen.” pain of losing something 


near and dear. Life hasn't 
That one Vader been the same ever since. 


power bomb, which has 
been replayed thou- 
sands of times on 
WCW telecasts, was a 

sickening chapter in 

wrestling history. It showed 

the ugly side of the sport, 

where bloodthirsty, ruthless 
rulebreakers decide that 
injuring an opponent is 
more important than win- 
ning a match. 

First, Harley Race, 
Vader’s manager, pulled 
away a section of the rub- 
berized protective padding 
covering the cement floor. 
Then Vader lifted Jack to 
shoulder height and turned 
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with a severe concussion 
and amnesia. 

EAR: “So there | am, lying on the 
mat, and Jack’s other ear, my part- 
ner, is still attached to his body,” 
Jack’s right ear would tell you. “l 
just can’t buy a break! And, you 
know, | was getting pretty attached 
to that guy.” 

Last spring, Vader delivered 
another devastating blow to Jack's 
body when he tangled Jack in the 
ring ropes during a match in 
Germany and tore most of his right 
ear off in the process. 

“It didn’t hurt me,” Jack’s ear 
would say. “But | don’t think | could 
say the same about his head.” 


BACK, SKULL: “I’ve been hit 
with so many lead pipes, bottles, 
and chairs that sometimes | wish I'd 
been attached to somebody else’s 
body. Heck, even Dolly Parton’s 
would be better, and | know her 
back has a tough time as it is,” 
Jack’s back would say. “And if it’s 
not a lead pipe, it’s a hockey stick. 
If it's not a hockey stick, it’s some- 
body's forearm, or maybe a table, 
or even a whole damn concession 
stand.” 

The back gets no sympathy 
from the head. 

“You think you’ve got it bad,” 
the skull would say. “At least 
you're not trying to protect his 
brain. I’m the part that has to keep 
on taking one for the team. The 
only thing I’m glad about is that 
he doesn't like to moonsault.” 

“Yeah,” the back might reply. 
“You've got it rough. But how’d 
you like to have some 500-pound 
fat boy pounding and walking all 
over you. And you might be pro- 
tecting his brain, but you’re obvious- most muscular wrestler in the world. 
ly not doing a very good job of it. He’d be doing his legs a big favor if some muscle to protect them. 


Otherwise he would've retired us to he'd let them lift some weights once “Yeah, but he’d never do any- 
Florida a long time ago and let me_ in a while. Skin and bones get hurt _ thing for us,” the right leg might say. 
get sunburned.” pretty easily without “And we don’t get any sympathy 


LEGS: Cactus Jack isn’t the from the other body parts because 
they’re always blaming us for get- 
ting him to the ring every night. 
Heck, they should blame Brain. It’s 
my his idea.” 
. 2 > | Both legs have felt their share of 
pipes, chairs, kicks, and turnbuckle 
<a posts. At Halloween Havoc '93, 
Vader tried to pull Jack’s leg out of 
its socket ... and very nearly suc- 
ceeded. 
“It didn’t tickle then, and it still 
don't tickle,” the left leg would 
complain. “We’ve been scarred, 
bruised, burned, and beaten so 
many times, I’m just about get- 
ting used to it. But one of these 
days, | swear it, we’re going to 
refuse to walk him to the ring. 
At some point, we’re just 


gonna have to put our feet 
It's no wonder Cactus’ body is rebelling against down.” 


him. One leap over a protective railing is enough ’ 
to break a few bones and tear a few muscles! Excuse the pun. They're 
only body parts. 
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By Steve Anderson 


HEN JIM CORNETTE 
was a child, he was often 
the target of verbal barbs 


and physical attacks. His class- 


New Jack likes to talk trash, but not nearly 
to the extent that Jim Cornette does. The 
Gangstas have vowed to get revenge on 
Cornette. Judging from past actions, you 
don't want to make them madder than they 
already are. 


mates would yell “Mama’s boy!” at 
him and follow up with beatings that 
would forever remain in the psyche 
of young James E. After the one- 


Jim Cornette 
loves to 
talk trash, 
and The 
Gangstas love 
to 
inflict pain. 
Lately, 
Cornette 
doesn’t know 


insulting New 
Jack and 
Mustafa 
Saed...and 
that’s fine 
with them! 
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sided pummelings, he would run 


crying to his mother. Mama 
Cornette would make a few phone 
calls, and the offending students, 
instead of taunting Jim, would then 
ignore their helpless victim. 

Problem solved. 

After years of schoolyard abuse, 
coupled with a career as a wrestling 
manager, Jim Cornette has taken 
his share of punches, dropkicks, 
bodyslams, and scaffold falls. But 
none of those could compare to the 
beating he suffered at the hands of 
The Gangstas after he helped The 
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Rock 'n’ Roll Express win the 
Smoky Mountain tag team belts. 

To say he was beaten to within 
an inch of his life that night would be 
a gross understatement. As 
Cornette was carried back to the 
dressing room area, he was blood- 
ied, bruised, and nearly uncon- 
scious. 

He was also laughing. 

As physicians pieced him back 
together again, Cornette noticed 
The Gangstas passing by his dress- 
ing room. Limping and bloody, he 
broke free of the doctors and shout- 


Rick Morton and Robert Gibson have saved 
Cornette from several beatings. Even they 
admit they don’t trust Cornette totally; 
Cornette may soon find that there is no one 
willing to defend him when The Gangstas 
launch an attack. 


ed, “If you boys call this a beating, 
you’re dad-gummed crazy! My but- 
ler beat me worse with the maid’s 
feather duster! Next time you see 
me, you better finish the job—but | 
doubt you two punks can handle 
that!” 

A new, bold, and brave Jim 
Cornette? Or just the same 
pompous, stupid one? 

The Gangstas were direct in their 
response. After being held back by 
arena security and ordered to his 
locker room, New Jack, as if he 
were addressing the manager 
directly, sternly said, “Shut up 
Cornette ... or this could be just the 
beginning. You want us to finish the 
job? Keep it up, fat man. Keep 
shootin’ off your mouth. You like 
usin’ that tennis racket? Well, we'll 
use it, too, and you don’t want to 
know how. Your mama can’t save 
you now.” 

“That's right, mama’s boy,” 
Mustafa Saed chimed in. “You 
thought you hurt when we dissed 
you by rejecting you as a manager 
and then beat you up tonight. Well, 
punk, Jack’s right. Your mama can’t 
save you. Not even those pretty 
boys Morton and Gibson can help. 
You just remember to open wide 
when you're talkin’ trash to us—so 
both of our fists can fit.” 

Prophetic words from less-than- 
prophetic men. But The Gangstas 
have a point. Cornette has always 
been known for his big mouth, and 
that big mouth has gotten him in a 
lot of trouble. But never has 
Cornette openly tempted fate by 
continuing to berate two men who 
nearly ended his career, let alone 
his life. 

The question is: Why? Why taunt 
two men who could disassemble 
you in a heartbeat? Why draw a line 
in the sand and defy them to cross 
it? 

Cornette is at the apex of his 


career. He has the ability, drive, and 
intelligence to dominate two federa- 
tions, the WWF and Smoky 
Mountain, at once. Managing The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express has made him 
more confident than ever. Here is a 
tag team he has feuded with for so 
long that people can’t remember 
exactly when—or exactly how—the 
war started. 

Smoky Mountain fans have long 
booed Cornette for his abrasive and 
arrogant behavior. Now he man- 
ages an extremely popular tag team 
and, by default, the fans are cheer- 
ing his every move. 

But he hasn't changed. In fact, 
he’s even more unbearable than 
ever. 

Cornette used to avoid face-to- 
face, one-on-one confrontations 
with his rivals; now he welcomes 
them. He used to stay away from 
the locker rooms of teams like The 
Gangstas after absorbing such 
brutal and bloody beatings; now 
he pounds on those doors, daring 
his arch-rivals to repeat the dirty 
deed. 

Could all those playground and 
professional beatings have caused 
him to snap? 

“Snap?” Cornette laughed when 
told of this theory. “I’ve never been 
thinking more clearly in my life. The 
Gangstas? Ha! To say they ain’t 
nothin’ would mean that they were 
once somethin’ in the first place. 
The Gangstas? Yellow! Two yellow 
dogs!” 

lronic, isn’t it, Cornette calling 
someone else yellow? 

“| ain't yellow,” he said. “The only 
thing yellow about me is seven pair 
of pants | have hangin’ in my closet! 
I've managed three of the best tag 
teams in recent memory: The 
Midnight Express, The Heavenly 
Bodies, and now the Rock ’n’ Rolls. 
No one can question my place in 


Gibson takes control of New Jack with a 
rear chinlock. Gibson is having a hard 
time explaining his new manager's obses- 


sion with destroying The Gangstas, and 
hopes someone stops him from going too 
far in his insults. 


history. | am invincible.” 

Could it be that the fans’ cheers 
are inflating Cornette’s ego, which is 
already puffed beyond capacity? 

Even Ricky Morton, one of 
Cornette’s new “proteges,” admitted 
that he still questions the common 
sense of his manager. 

“Look, we got to know Cornette 
very well when we feuded with him. 
Too well, in fact. But his attitude 
toward these Gangstas is—well, 
weird, man. Even after The 


Gangstas attacked him, it’s like he 
was hoping for more. | mean, we all 
want to run Jack and Saed out of 
Smoky Mountain. But Jimmy, well, 


he has to...” 

Morton grasped for the right 
words, then just shook his head in 
confusion. 

Robert Gibson attempted to finish 
his partner’s thoughts: “What Rick is 
trying to say is that if Cornette 
keeps this up, well, there’s only so 
much we’re willing to do. We have a 
business relationship, not a person- 
al one. There’s still hard feelings 
between us. Someone is going to 
have to do something about this 
obsession he has with The 
Gangstas.” 

Perhaps someone should call 
Mama Cornette. 
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Bret Hart (above) hoped to get a break from his nightly wrestling wars when he filmed 


two episodes of Lonesome Dove. Owen Hart (inset, opposite page) made sure that 
didn't happen. He wanted to end Bret’s acting career before it got started! 


By Chris Bernucca 

IVEN A CHOICE, Bret Hart 
(Spercrers would have pre- 

ferred not limping around on 
a bum knee and still feeling the lin- 
gering effects of a Bob Backlund 
chicken wing. But at least he was 
away from the chaos of wrestling— 
and from his brother. 

Hart had returned home to 
Calgary following his shocking 
WWF World title loss to Backlund at 
Survivor Series. But win or lose, he 
was planning to go there anyway. 
Hart was scheduled to appear in a 
television series and was very excit- 
ed about his first major acting role. 


Photos by Ghris Large/Canadian Dove Praductions 
‘ \ 


Although Bret would never admit it, 
family members revealed that he 
was happy about getting away from 
the fierce competition of the WWF 
and its daily pressures. 

“You would think he would be 
down about losing the title, but he 
wasn't, not as much as | expected,” 
said brother Bruce. “In fact, he hard- 
ly discussed it at all. All he could 
talk about was his acting and get- 
ting a chance to catch up on stuff 
with his family.” 

Just as Hulk Hogan had before 
him, Hart has parlayed his success 
as a wrestler into opportunities out- 
side the ring. He had landed the 


role of hunter/trapper Luther Root in 
a weekly adventure drama called 
Lonesome Dove. Best of all, the 
show would be filming on location in 
Calgary, Alberta, which would allow 
Hart to unwind from the rigors of 
wrestling around people he loved. 
Sometimes things work out better 
than anyone could have planned, 

The panoramic province of 
Alberta is very much similar to the 
Midwest region of the United States. 
There are vast plains stretching as 
far as the eye can see. The horizon 
is framed by mountain ranges. 
People wear jeans and cowboy 
hats, not suits and pagers. It’s a 
simple life, one for which Hart has 
never lost an appreciation. 

But the confusion of his true pro- 
fession came crashing onto the set 
and nearly ended Hart's acting 
career before it ever got started. 
According to several employees 
close to the production of the televi- 
sion show, Owen Hart tried to con- 
tinue his war with his brother by dis- 
rupting production and aggravating 
directors to no end. There was an 
actual physical confrontation 
between the brothers, proving that 
there are no boundaries to the 
hatred Owen holds for Bret. 

“Every location filming has peo- 
ple hanging around, just out of 
curiosity,” said one production 
assistant. “People like to watch 
shows being filmed, and they 
always have questions about what's 
being filmed and who's in it. Most of 
the time, they're very polite. When 
you ask them to be quiet during 
filming, they are. | can count the 
number of times we've had disrup- 
tions from the crowd on one hand. 
But this was one of those times.” 

Apparently, Owen showed up as 
one of those bystanders; he wasted 
little time making his presence 
known. 

“There was this one guy,” said a 
female production assistant respon- 
sible for costumes. “He started with 
catcalls from the crowd, and he just 
never shut up. We asked him to be 


a JUNE/1995 449 


After Bret assured everyone on the set that Owen wouldn't 
cause them any more problems, production of the two episodes 
went very smoothly. Maybe after his wrestling career is over, 


“The Hitman” will go Hollywood full-time. 


on 


Despite the ugly incident involving Owen, Bret 
reported that the acting experience was a very 

, Positive one. Producers seemed to like him, too, 
and he may appear in future shows. 


-& 


quiet, but he refused. There were 
some local police around the set, 
and we asked them if there was 
anything they could do. One officer 
replied, ‘Are you kidding? That's 
Owen Hart. If | arrest Owen Hart in 
Calgary, I'll be behind a desk for the 
next 20 years.’ 

“During a break, Bret was taking 
some makeup, and | asked him if he 
was related to the man in the audi- 
ence,” she added. “When he said 
that he was, | asked him if there 
was anything he could do to control 
him. He said he'd try.” 

Apparently, all Bret was able to 
do was make the situation worse. 
According to eyewitnesses, he 
walked over to where Owen was 
standing; the two then exchanged 
heated words before Owen knocked 
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over a police 
barrier and went 
after his brother, 
much the same 
way he had done countless times in 
the wrestling ring. The two scuffled 
for about three minutes, knocking 
over tables and doing some minor 
damage to equipment. 

“Police were slow to react 
because they were locals and knew 
the history between the brothers,” 
the first production assistant said. 
“These guys are like gods up there, 
so they get a bit of leeway. They 
finally broke it up, but Bret hit his 
head pretty good on a camera lens 
and took a cut that no makeup per- 
son could hide. That ended produc- 
tion for that day.” 

It also started a tirade from the 
producer, who had no choice but to 
shut down for the day. Knowing that 
he was about to pay his union crew 
a full day for a half day’s work, he 


yelled at everyone within earshot. 
Police told Owen Hart point-blank 
that if he disrupted production 
again, he would be arrested, local 
god or no local god. 

When filming resumed the follow- 
ing morning, there was an uneasi- 
ness on the set until Bret personally 
apologized to the producer and 
director for his brother's actions and 
assured them that it would not hap- 
pen again. Production of the 
episode was completed without inci- 
dent. Bret later said that despite his 
brother's interference, it was a plea- 
sure to work on a show like 
Lonesome Dove and was grateful to 
the producer for the opportunity. 

Many of “The Hitman’s” fans 
were upset when they saw their 
hero step entirely out of character 
and sneak-attack his brother at the 
Royal Rumble. Those on the set in 
Calgary that day probably enjoyed 
every minute of it. 


close-up: 


aN 
E STANDS 6'8", weighs 320 pounds, and who knows how many lives 
Hi: has had. The Undertaker is one of the most feared, popular, and 
unusual men in wrestling history ... Deep-set eyes and a pale com- 
plexion add to the suggestion that he actually comes from the afterworld 
... Was born in Dallas, Texas, and played college basketball ... Began 
his wrestling career in the CWA, first competing as The Master of Pain and 
then under a mask as The Punisher ... Eventually adopted the moniker 
“Mean” Mark Callous ... Was called upon by manager Teddy Long to 
replace Sid Vicious as Dan Spivey’s partner in The Skyscrapers. His spot 
was gone when Vicious returned, and their feud still hasn't been settled 
... Left WCW for the WWF in mid-1990 and became The Undertaker ... 
Was originally a rulebreaker under the management of Brother Love .. . 
His “tombstone” piledriver is one of the most dangerous and potent fin- 
ishing maneuvers in wrestling ... On March 26, 
1991, Undertaker and new manager Paul Bearer 
lured The Ultimate Warrior onto the set of 
the “Funeral Parlor” ... Undertaker 
attacked Warrior and stuffed him into an 
airtight coffin. WWF officials rescued him 
before he suffocated ... Rendered the 
Warrior unconscious in one of several horri- 
Hing “bodybag” matches ... After disposin 
of the Warrior, set his sights on WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan ... Defeated Hogan 
for the title at Survivor Series on November 
27, 1991, in Detroit, Michigan ... At one 
point, he strangled Hogan with a coaxial cable 
..» Piledrived Hogan onto a metal chair while 
Bearer distracted the referee, then scored the 
pin ... Six days later at the “Tuesday In 
Texas” pay-per-view, Undertaker was struck 
by his own urn and was pinned by Hogan ... 
e belt was eventually held up ... Teamed 
with Jake Roberts against Hogan and Randy 
Savage ... Resumed his feud with Sid Vicious ... 
Undertaker’s image suddenly changed when he saved Elizabeth (at the 
time Randy Savage's wife) from a chair attack by Roberts on January 29 
in Amarillo, Texas ... Was recognized as a fan favorite and twice 
neat Roberts at WrestleMania VIII ... Easily handled Kamala in a 
eated feud ... Began constructing a custom-made coffin for Kamala .. . 
The coffin was at ringside for their match at Survivor Series ‘92 ... Rolled 
Kamala into the coffin and nailed it shut... Feuded with Papa Shango in a 
hattle of two of the most bizarre figures ever seen in wrestling .. . Showed 
his good side when he agreed to donate his purse from a January 29, 
1993, card at Madison Square Garden to assist the relief effort in Somalia 
... Was eliminated from the 1993 Royal Rumble when Giant Gonzales 
interfered and attacked him ... Defeated Yokozuna by disqualification in 
one of their earliest matches when Yokozuna was caught throwing salt in 
his eyes ... Sensational entrance at WrestleMania IX was unforgettable; 
he was carried by four men on a coffin-like structure ... He left on a 


stretcher, too, after Gonzales covered his face with a towel soaked in chlo- 
roform, and they feuded for months ... Paul Bearer lost his urn to Harvey 
Wippleman for a while, when Mr. Hughes stole it ... Battled Yokozuna 
throughout Europe ... Slumped during the months following the Gonzales 
incident ... Experts blamed the slump on the loss of his magical urn... . 
Defeated Gonzales at SummerSlam ‘93 in a “Rest In Peace” match and 
regained his urn ... Unfortunately, Undertaker was failing in his quest to 
win the WWF World title from Yokozuna, his hated rival ..» Mr. Fuji’s 
interference constantly foiled Undertaker ... Scored a moral victory by 
defeating Yokozuna in a series of non-title casket matches ... Locked 
Yokozuna in a casket in most of those matches and won others by dis- 
— ..» Teamed with Lex Luger and Rick and Scott Steiner to 
efeat Yokozuna, Ludvig Borga, and Crush at Survivor Series '93 ... 
Yokozuna became terrified of the casket and 
constantly had to rely on Fuji’s interfer- 
ence ... Lost to Yokozuna in an 
incredible casket match at the 1994 
Royal Rumble ... Yokozuna needed 
the help of eight wrestlers to roll 
Undertaker into the casket ... Before it 
was sealed, Undertaker recovered and 
tried to roll the 568-pound behemoth 
into the casket ... Was ambushed by 
Crush, Genichiro Tenryu, The Great 
Kabuki, Bam Bam Bigelow, Adam Bomb, 
The Headshrinkers, and Adam Bomb ... 
Was worn down and rolled into the cas- 
ket; this time it was sealed ... After the 
casket was wheeled away, Undertaker 
appeared on a giant TV screen and 
emerged at the top of the screen, vow- 
ing to return ... Over the followin 
months, Ted DiBiase claimed to have Signed 
The Undertaker ... DiBiase’s Undertaker 
began wrestling on cards in the United States, 
who competed a few times in Japan ... Rumors circulated that it wasn’t 
the real Undertaker ... At WWF Monday Night Raw on June 20, 1994, 
Paul Bearer confronted DiBiase’s Undertaker. Bearer tried to embrace 
Undertaker, who merely stared back at him ... DiBiase’s Undertaker 
signed to wrestle Bearer’s Undertaker at SummerSlam "94 ... Bearer’s 
Undertaker turned out to be the real thing, and he pinned the Evil 
Undertaker in 9:12; he hasn't been heard from since ... Shot back up in 
the WWF ratings with victories over Crush in casket matches ... Resumed 
his feuds with Yokozuna and Jerry Lawler ... Was turned back in USWA 
title bids against Sid Vicious ... Defeated Yokozuna in another casket 
match at Survivor Series ‘94 with actor Chuck Norris serving as special 
troubleshooting referee ... Undertaker’s war with DiBiase continued 
when he defeated Irwin R. Schyster at the 1995 Royal Rumble ... Once 
again, Undertaker seems to be on the brink of regaining the WWF World 
title. D 
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HOW THE WWE FUMBLED 


THE OVAL ROLE 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
N 1988, BRET Hart remained in 
the WWF's Royal Rumble for 36 
minutes. In 1990, Ted DiBiase 
remained in the ring for 44 minutes 
52 seconds. Rick Martel lasted a 
whopping 52 minutes 35 seconds in 
1991. 

Ric Flair won the 1992 Royal 
Rumble—and the WWF World 
championship in the process—but 
had to last 60 minutes 2 seconds to 
do it. 

Bob Backlund didn’t win the 
1993 Royal Rumble—or any title— 


¢ Ae 
oi > 
at mepic ite my Xn” Mids 
wan... The 1995 Royal Rumble ended when Shawn Michaels—the 
first man in the ring—eliminated Davey Boy Smith—the 
: second man in the ring (left). But Michaels and Smith only 
Smee. lasted 38 minutes, which pales in comparison to Ric Flair’s 

60-minute performance in 1992 (above). 


On January 22, 1995, the WWF took 
one of wrestling's most exciting events 
and turned it into an almost-ordinary 
match. Leaner and meaner? Hardly. 
The Royal Rumble just isn't what it 
used to be 
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Michaels showed great strength, agility, 
and resourcefulness to avoid being elimi- 
nated. Still, he had to know that the event 
probably wouldn't last more than 40 min- 
utes or so. He could afford to expend.a lot 
of energy early. 


when he set a longevity record of 


61 minutes 18 seconds. 

And in 1995, Shawn Michaels 
went bell-to-bell for the victory. But 
Michaels didn’t set any records. In 
fact, he barely eclipsed Hart’s 1988 
mark. 

Michaels was in the ring for 38 
minutes 45 seconds. Sure, it -was 
an impressive performance, and 
Michaels didn’t sit idle during his 
time in the ring: He eliminated 
seven men by himself. The seventh 
man he eliminated, however, also 
lasted 38 minutes 45 seconds. 
Davey Boy Smith was the second 
man into the ring. He was also the 
last man tossed out. 

So what does it say when two 
men go the distance in the Royal 
Rumble? 


It says that something is wrong. | 
And it definitely is. 8. _ 
Because in 1995, the WWF tne, ye 3 Py 


d ith f fe Crush and Michaels join forces to try to oust Lex Luger. Michaels can brag all h 
messe wit per ection and wants about his performance in the 1995 Rumble, but the event just wasn’t the same 
changed the format of the Royal fiisseis 
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Michaels and Davey Boy battled at vari- 
ous times during their 38-minute stints 
in the ring. The fact that they lasted that 
long isn't that impressive, though. Both 
have wrestled regular matches that last- 
ed much longer. 


Rumble. It fiddled with what many 
people consider the best pay-per- 
view event of the year. Sure, the 
Royal Rumble is still one of the 


most thrilling events on the 
wrestling calendar. In past years, 
however, hot-stove discussion over 
who would win the event was only 
slightly more intense than debate 
over who would last the longest, or 
whether another Rumble longevity 


This was one of the more exciting moments in 
the Rumble—when Smith got his leg caught in 
the ropes and was nearly eliminated. The 1995 
event obviously had a faster pace than past * 


Rumbles, but more exciting? Not really. 


} 


ae 


record would be broken. 

Unless the WWF goes back to 
the old format, Backlund’s name 
will be permanently etched in the 
record book, and wrestling fans will 
forever think back to the good old 
days when the Royal Rumble had 
two champions: the man who won 
the event, and the man who lasted 
the longest in the ring. 

This year’s event was the 
WWF's Royal Bumble. 

In the original format of the Royal 
Rumble, wrestlers entered the ring 
one every two minutes until, after 
56 minutes, all 30 wrestlers had 
participated (and most were elimi- 
nated). The match usually ended 
about seven or eight minutes later, 
with all participants exhausted. 

Under this format, the first five 
men into the ring faced an almost 
impossible situation in which they’d 
be forced to battle for close to an 
hour, only to face fresh wrestlers if 
they overcame the lopsided odds. 
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Bob Backlund didn’t win the 1993 Royal 
Rumble, but he did set a record for 
longevity. There's not much of a chance 
that his record will be broken if the 
WWF doesn't go back to the old format. 


For these men, the Rumble was a 
test of strength, skill, and 
endurance—particularly endurance. 

Under the new format, the 
wrestlers entered the ring one 
every minute until, after 28 minutes, 
every wrestler was in the ring (and 
many had been eliminated). In 
1995, the match ended 10 minutes 
later when Michaels dumped Smith 
over the top rope. 

Both men looked like they could 
have lasted another 20 minutes ... 
at least. 

A 38-minute match is nothing 
new to Michaels and Smith. They 
have competed in several matches 
that lasted much longer. In the late- 
1980s, Ric Flair and Rick 
Steamboat had a series of 60- and 
90-minute draws. It’s really not 
unusual for a match to last nearly 
40 minutes. 

That’s why Michaels and Smith 
weren't bothered when they learned 
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that they had drawn the first two 


spots in the Royal Rumble. They 
knew that what was formerly a 
daunting task was now only half as 
daunting. The Rumble was no 
longer the WWF's ultimate test of 
endurance; it was an abbreviated 
version, like playing only 4'/2 
innings of a World Series game. 

The WWF shortened the Rumble 
in an attempt to make it more excit- 
ing. For some reason, the bean 
counters in the WWF decided 
wrestling fans don’t want to watch a 
70-minute marathon (even if it’s 
packed with the best action of the 
year) and ignored the Rumble’s his- 
torically high pay-per-view buy rate 
and positive reviews in the 
wrestling media. This “entertain- 
the-audience-with-something- 
besides-wrestling” mentality is the 
same mentality that brought us 
Doink the Clown, Men on a 
Mission, “King’s Court,” and other 
assorted absurdities. 

The Royal Rumble used to be an 
event for the wrestling fan who 


loves wrestling and high-intensity 
action. 

Instead, the WWF gave us 21 
minutes of Jeff Jarrett vs. Razor 
Ramon, 12 minutes of The 
Undertaker vs. Irwin R. Schyster, 
28 minutes of Diesel vs. Bret Hart, 
and 10 minutes of The Kid and Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly against Bam 
Bam Bigelow and Tatanka. Not to 
mention many looks at the lovely 
and buxom Pamela Anderson, who 
was hosting the show and doing lit- 
tle more than looking good in a tight 
outfit. 

It was a case of too many appe- 
tizers and not enough main course. 
Shrimp cocktail, onion soup, liver 
pate, and chicken fingers before a 
tiny scrap of filet mignon. 

Hart vs. Diesel and the Royal 
Rumble itself—shrimp cocktail and 
filet mignon, respectively—would 
have more than enough to satisfy 
our appetites for action. 

Instead, we walked away from 
the Rumble hungry for more of the 
good stuff. 0 


this month in... 


BAT PRO WRESTLERS mores twouDM 
FOR TULTUMATE FOWTING§*? 


HULK HOGAN can't have two best friends in 
WCW. He used to team with STING a lot, but 
now it’s RANDY SAVAGE’S turn. Have you 
noticed that the “Stinger” and the “Macho 
Man” aren’t seen together much? They'll soon 
be at each other’s throats! ... The RIC FLAIR- 
BRET HART feud ended two years ago, or 
did it? Flair still has unfinished business in the 
WWF ... You’ve heard JEFF JARRETT talk 
about how wondertul he is, but he just might 
be as great as he thinks! 


All this—and much more!—in the May 1995 
issue of The Wrestler 


SHAWN MICHAELS is the kind of man who 
only likes to reveal a little bit of himself at 
once. What will he show us next? ... HULK 
HOGAN is, without a doubt, the leader of the 
WCW fan favorites. You won’t believe what 
was said when he brought them all together 
one night in a “call to arms” ... If you think 
THE UNDERTAKER is scary inside the ring, 
you will be shocked when you read some of 
the man from the dark side’s ghoulish “Tales 
From The Crypt!” 


All this—and much more!—in the May 1995 
issue of Inside Wrestling 


UNITED STATES 


ARIZONA 
PHOENIX—WCW at the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum: Alex Wright beat Bobby Eaton ... TV 
champion Johnny B. Badd defeated Jean-Paul 
LeVeque ... Marcus Bagwell & The Patriot beat 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma ... Dustin Rhodes 
beat Lord Steven Regal ... The Nasty Boys 
beat World tag team champions Harlem Heat by 
disqualification ... Sting beat Avalanche by dis- 
qualification, 
(01-01-95) 

—Barry Yeats 


CALIFORNIA 


SUN VALLEY—Slammers Wrestling Federation 
at Slammers Gym: El Toro Bravo defeated The 
Samoan Kid ... Hombre De Oro and Dynamite 
Diana wrestled to a double-countout ... Tyrone 
Little defeated “Beautiful” Bruce Beaudine ... 
Heavyweight champion Jeff Lindberg defeated 
Movie Star Mike by disqualification:in a non-title 
dog collar match ... Movie Star Mike won a battle 
royal, 
(01-01-95) 

—Gregg John 


SAN FRANCISCO—WWF at the Cow Palace: 
The Smokin’ Gunns beat The Heavenly Bodies 
... Wink & Pink beat Queasy & Sleazy ... Bam 
Bam Bigelow defeated Adam Bomb ... Lex 
Luger wrestled Tatanka to a double- countout ... 
“Man OQ’ War” Aldo Montoya pinned “Brooklyn 
Brawler” Steve Lombardi ... Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon beat Bob Backlund ... 
Davey Boy Smith beat Jim Neidhart .,. The 
Undertaker beat Irwin R. Schyster. 
(12-30-94) 

—Chrissy Vogel 


LOS ANGELES—WWF at the Great Western 
Forum: Bam Bam Bigelow beat Adam Bomb ... 
“Man O’ War” Aldo Montoya beat “Brooklyn 
Brawler” Steve Lombardi ... Davey Boy Smith 
beat Jim Neidhart ... The Smokin’ Gunns 
defeated The Heavenly Bodies ... Lex Luger 
wrestled Tatanka to a double- countout ... Wink 


60 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


& Pink beat Queasy & Sleazy ... The 
Undertaker pinned Irwin R. Schyster ... World 
champion Diesel beat Bob Backlund. 
(12-27-94) 

—Angel Hernandez 


SACRAMENTO—WWF at the Arco Arena: Bam 
Bam Bigelow beat The Kid ... “Man O' War” 
Aldo Montoya beat “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... The Smokin’ Gunns defeated The 
Heavenly Bodies ... Lex Luger wrestled 
Tatanka to a double-countout ... Wink & Pink 
beat Queasy & Cheesy ... World champion 
Diesel beat Bob Backlund ... Davey Boy Smith 
beat Jim Neidhart ... The Undertaker beat Irwin 
R. Schyster. 
(12-26-94) 

—Darren McMichael 


CONNECTICUT 
NEW HAVEN—WWF at the Coliseum: “Man O° 
War” Aldo Montoya pinned Steven Dunn ... 
Henry Godwinn defeated Bob “Spark Plugg” 
Holly ... World Women's champion Bull Nakano 
defeated Alundra Blayze ... Bret Hart beat 
Owen Hart in a no-holds-barred match ... Wink 
pinned Cheesy ... Lex Luger & Davey Boy 
Smith defeated Bam Bam Bigelow & King 
Kong Bundy by countout .. Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese beat Timothy Well ... World 
champion Diesel pinned Jeff Jarrett (with Shawn 
Michaels). 
(01-12-95) 

—Ben Lee 


FLORIDA 
TAMPA— WWF Royal Rumble at the Sundome: 
Buck Quartermaine beat “Brooklyn Brawler” 
Steve Lombardi in a match not shown on the 
pay-per-view broadcast ... Jeff Jarrett pinned 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon in 20:52 
to win the title (Jarrett had won by countout at 
11:47, but the match was restarted at 14:34 when 
Ramon agreed to continue the bout) ... The 
Undertaker (managed by Paul Bearer) pinned 
Irwin R, Schyster (managed by Ted DiBiase) in 
12:20 ... World champion Diesel and Bret Hart 
fought to a draw in 28:39 after various wrestlers 
interfered and attacked both men ... The Kid & 
Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly beat Bam Bam 
Bigelow & Tatanka in a tournament final to win 
the vacant World tag team title ... Shawn 
Michaels won the Royal Rumble, last eliminating 
Davey Boy Smith at 38:40. 
(01-22-95) 

—Brandon Seth Apter 


DAVIE—Extreme Championship Wrestling at the 
Davie Rodeo Arena: Joe Malenko wrestled 
Steve Richards to a draw ... Kendall Windham 
beat Hack Myers ... Mikey Whipwreck beat 
Jason by submission ... Tasmaniac beat Dean 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


Malenko by disqualification ... Cactus Jack beat 
The Sandman in a falls-count-ariywhere match 
... Chris Benoit pinned 2 Cold Scorpio ... Tag 
team champions Public Enemy defeated Death 
Row 3260 & Mr. President ... Heavyweight 
champion Shane Douglas beat Ron Simmons 
when the referee stopped the match due to a 
shoulder injury to Simmons. 
(01-14-95) 

—Ron Lemieux 


TAMPA—Florida Wrestling Council at the 
Sportatorium: The Masked Stinger defeated 
Scott Dingo ... Buddy Valentine & “Classy” 
Chris Nelson defeated tag team champions The 
Ayala Brothers to win the belts ... “Queen” 
Dominique Jasmine won a battle royal to cap- 
ture the women’s title ... Butch “Harley 
Davidson” Long beat heavyweight champion 
Navy Seal to win the title .. The Cuban 
Assassin wrestled to a double-countout Big 
Sonny T ... Sasquatch & The Gravedigger beat 
Bad Medicine Mercury & The Red Demon. 
(01-06-95) 

—Shannon Rose 


PLANT CITY—Plant City Wrestling Federation 
tournament to determine a new heavyweight 
champion at the Plant City Auction: In first round 
matches: Big Sonny T beat Haystacks 
Calhoun Jr. ... “Bad Boy” Jeff Bradley defeat- 
ed Freight Train Freddie ... Navy Seal beat 
Jumbo Barretta by disqualification ... “Wild” Bill 
Garrett wrestled Jerry “Lightning Foot” Flynn 
to a no-contest, eliminating both men. In a semifi- 
nal match: Navy Seal defeated Big Sonny T (Jeff 
Bradley received a bye). In the tournament final: 
Navy Seal beat Jeff Bradley by disqualification to 
win the title. 
(01-05-95) 

—Shannon Rose 


AUBURNDALE—Florida Wrestling Feder- 
ation/UCWA benefit card for Toys For Tots at the 
Flea Market: Freight Train Freddie defeated 
“Wild” Bill Garrett ... “Outlaw” Cody Wade 
wrestled Dr. Doom to a draw ... The Lightning 
Express defeated Mr. Twilight ... The Black 
Assassin defeated Brain Scan ... The Black 
Sudan and Donny York Jr. wrestled to a double- 
disqualification ... The Hitmen beat Jammin’ 
Jonnie & Slick Willie ... Dr. Doom defeated 
Brain Scan ... Freight Train Freddie beat The 


_ Assassin ... The Black Assassin defeated Mr. 


Twilight ... Al “Wild Thing” Hardimon pinned 
The Psycho ... Donny York Jr. beat The Black 
Sudan in a “Singapore caning" match ... Mr. 
Albino beat The Dirty Yellow Dog ... Slick 
Willie & Al Hardimon beat The Hitmen ... 
Freight Train Freddie won a battle royal. 
(12-24-94) 

—Roy Hasen 


GEORGIA 

ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA 
Arena: Roger Sartain beat Big John Humphries 
... Larty Santana pinned The New One Man 
Gang ... Keith Hart, Frankie Lee, & Chuck Colt 
defeated Blazing Fury, Mark Pain, & Scotty 
Fernandez ... Roger Sartain beat Jimmy 
Sharpe ... Ricky Dye won a battle royal to 
become the new TWA heavyweight champion. 


(01-13-95) 
—Bill Needham 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA 
Arena; Chuck Colt beat Dangerous Danny ... 
Kenny Arden & Jimmy Sharpe beat Frankie 
Lee & Rick Justice ... Blazing Fury & Mark 
Pain beat Big Bubba & John Humphries ... 
Keith Hart & Chris Steelheart defeated tag team 
champions Roger Sartain & Jimmy Sharpe to 
win the belts. 
(01-06-95) 

—Bill Needham 


ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO—WCW at the Rosemont Horizon: 
Alex Wright pinned Jean-Paul LeVeque ... TV 
champion Johnny B. Badd defeated Bunkhouse 
Buck .., The Nasty Boys defeated World tag 
team champions Harlem Heat in a non-title match 
.. U.S, champion Big Van Vader pinned 
Hacksaw Duggan .,. Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell & The Patriot beat Paul Orndorff & 
Paul Roma ... Dustin Rhodes defeated Arn 
Anderson in a bullrope match ... Hulk Hogan & 
Sting beat Brutus “The Butcher” Beefcake & 
Avalanche. 
(12-29-94) 

—Brett A. Rude 


KENTUCKY 

ASHLAND—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: The Buddha beat The 
Executioner ... Tracey Smothers defeated 
Bryant Anderson in an “| Quit" match ... Cactus 
Jack beat Chris Candido jn a falls-count-any- 
where match ... Buddy Landell beat heavy- 
weight champion Tony Anthony by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Rock ’n’ Roll Express & Bobby 
Blaze beat The Gangstas & D-Lo Brown. 


(12-30-94) 
—Mike Madden 


ERLANGER—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
Peel's Palace: Sean Casey beat Brian Taylor ... 
Tracey Smothers beat Bryant Anderson in an “| 
Quit" match ... Cactus Jack pinned Chris 
Candido in a falls-count-anywhere match ... 
Buddy Landell beat heavyweight champion 
Tony Anthony by disqualification ... Tag team 
champions The Rock ’n’ Roll Express beat The 
Gangstas .,. Cactus Jack won a battle royal. 
(12-29-94) 

—Homer Earleson 


MICHIGAN 
TAYLOR—Midwest Territorial Wrestling at the 
Sheridan Community Center: Scott D'Amore 
beat Denny Kass ... J.T. Lightning (with 
“Handsome” Johnny Bradford) defeated Andy 
Fish ... Rico Rodriguez beat Bobby Clancy ... 
Rock Stevens (with Johnny Bradford) beat 
Bobo Brazil Jr. ... Calabera Cortez defeated 
Steve Nixon ... Bruiser Bedlam (with Johnny 
Bradford) beat Mickey Doyle to win the heavy- 
weight championship (previous champion Mike 
Kelly vacated the title due to a back injury) Al 
Snow & Ray Roberts defeated tag team champi- 
ons Chris Carter & Mohammad Saad to win the 
belts. In compliance with a prematch stipulation, 
Carter and Saad can no longer compete as a 
team in MTW. 
(01-21-95) 

—Gary Woronchak 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Henry Godwinn pinned Bob “Spark Plugg” 
Holly ... “Man O' War” Aldo Montoya pinned 
Steven Dunn ... World Women’s champion Bull 
Nakano pinned Alundra Blayze ... World cham- 
pion Diesel pinned Jeff Jarrett (with The Roadie 
& Shawn Michaels) ... The Undertaker pinned 
Tatanka ... Duke “The Dumpster” Droese (with 
Dick Murdoch) pinned Timothy Well in 11 sec- 
onds ,.. Lex Luger & Davey Boy Smith defeated 
King Kong Bundy & Bam Bam Bigelow by dis- 
qualification ... Bret Hart beat Owen Hart by sub- 
mission in a no-holds-barred match. 
(01-16-95) 

—Court Henning-Bauer 


NORTH CAROLINA 
WESTFIELD—AIWF at the Old Westfield School 
Gym: In the first round of a tournament for the 
vacant tag team title: Justice Inc. beat King 
Cobra & Night Breed ... Dixie Dynamite defeat- 
ed The Phantom & Roadblock Rex. /n a sec- 
ond-round match: The Tennessee Violence 
Authority defeated Jumpin’ Jimmy & Major 
Havoc. /n non-fournament matches: \ndian 
Outlaw defeated U.S. champion Robert Roma 
by countout ... Don Carson won a battle royal, 
last eliminating Sebastian Kane. 
(01-21-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


ATKINSON—ICW at the Old Atkinson School: 
Austin Steele beat James Strader ... Ricky 
Rhodes beat “Wild” Bill Armstrong ... Dark 
Star beat George South by disqualification .., 
Heavyweight champion “Ironman” Mike Majors 
and “Mean” Marc Ash wrestled to a double- 
countout .,. “Mean” Marc Ash & George South 
defeated “Ironman” Mike Majors & Dark Star to 
win the vacant tag team belts (The Real Deal 
were stripped of the belts for failing to appear for 
their scheduled title defense), 
(01-14-95) 

—Marcus Watkins 


NORTH WILKESBORO—AIWF at the Armory: 
Roadblock Rex defeated Pete Powers ... 
Lightweight champion Daniel Lee beat King 
Cobra ... U.S, champion Robert Roma defeated 
The Indian Outlaw ... In the first round of a 
tournament for the vacant tag team title: 
Jumpin’ Jimmy & Major Havoc beat The Ring 
Warriors ... The Tennessee Violence Authority 
defeated The Executive & The Electric Angel 
... The Tennessee Intimidators defeated Bad 
Brad & Brian Danzig. 
(01-14-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


SELMA—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the Elementary School: Ricky Lee & Ice beat 
David Renegade & Night Breed ... Viper pinned 
The Intruder (managed by Count Grog) ... 
Timber The Lumberjack and David Renegade 
wrestled to a double-countout ,.. Gorgeous 
George Ill pinned Mike Youngblood. During the 
match, the ring broke and the rest of the card was 
canceled, After the match, however, Count Grog 
attacked Youngblood and all the wrestlers on the 
card got into a brawl. 
(01-14-95) 

—Brian Ulman 


CREEDMOOR—Southern Championship 
Wrestling at the Hawley Middle School: Preston 
Steele beat Ice ... Bounty Hunter wrestled The 
Intruder (managed by Count Grog) to a double- 
disqualification ... Tag team champions The Rat 
Pack beat Pat & C.W. Anderson ... Boris 
Dragoff (managed by Count Grog) pinned 
Poison Ivy ... Ricky Lee pinned Col. DeBeers 
(managed by Count Grog) ... /n the finals of a 


tournament to crown the first SCW heavy- 
weight champion: Boris Dragoff pinned Ricky 
Lee to win the title. 
(01-07-95) 

—Debbie Jermyn 


ROCKINGHAM—Atlantic | Championship 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: Hammer 
Man pinned Mad Dog Davidson ... Pat Friday 
defeated Dale Porter ... The Heartbreak 
Express beat Chief Red Thunder & Mike 
Youngblood ... Mid-Atlantic champion Tim 
Blayze wrestled Billy Jack Black to a double- 
countout ... Wahoo McDaniel & “Lightning” Les 
Parker beat tag team champions The East Coast 
Connection, but the referee saw a chain in 
Parker's hand after the pin and reversed the deci- 
sion, giving it to The East Coast Connection by 
disqualification ... Les Parker & Robbie Alman 
were declared co-winners of a battle royal when 
they went over the top rope simultaneously. 


(01-07-95) 
—Jerry McNeil 


WALLACE—ICW alt the Armory: Brent Maverick 
beat Agent Steel ... Johnny Dollars beat Kevin 
Reed ... The Real Deal beat The Lightning 
Express .,. Dark Star pinned Eliminator ... 
“Iron” Mike Majors pinned “Mean” Marc Ash to 
win the vacant heavyweight title. 
(12-31-94) 

—Marcus Watkins 


TAYLORSVILLE—Pro Wrestling Federation at 
the National Guard Armory: Russian Assassin Il 
beat The Southern Rocker ... Tyrone Knox 
beat The Texas Outlaw ... Damage Inc. beat 
Chris Hamrick & Brian Williams ... Austin 
Steele & Terry Austin defeated Star Ryder & 
Flaming Youth ... Masked Maniac won a battle 
royal. 
(12-25-94) 

—Julie Young 


OnIO 

BARBERTON—North American Wrestling 
Federation at the High School; Mid-American 
heavyweight champion Lou Marconi defeated 
Frank Stalletto by disqualification when 
Notorious Norm interfered ... Brett Powers & 
T.C. Reynolds beat The Preacher Man & The 
Count (managed by Flex) ... The Green Hornet 
pinned heavyweight champion Super Destroyer 
to regain the title he had lost two nights earlier ... 
TNT pinned The Red Rocker ... Light heavy- 
weight champion Jesse Salica wrestled to a dou- 
ble-countout with American junior heavyweight 
champion Lord Zoltan ... Chief Red Cloud won 
a 10-man tag team elimination match, 


(01-21-95) 
—Jeff Gorman 


CLEVELAND—WCW at the Cleveland State 
University Convocation Center: Alex Wright 
pinned Bobby Eaton ... Johnny B, Badd pinned 
Jean-Paul LeVeque .,. Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell & The Patriot defeated Paul Orndorff & 
Paul Roma when Bagwell pinned Patriot ... The 
Nasty Boys defeated World tag team champions 
Harlem Heat by disqualification when Sherri 
Martel interfered ,., U.S. champion Big Van 
Vader pinned Hacksaw Duggan ... Sting defeat- 
ed Avalanche by disqualification. 


(01-20-95) 
—Jeff Gorman 


OKLAHOMA 

MOORE—Power Zone Wrestling Alliance at the 
Main Event Arena; Stagger Lee beat Randy 
Rhodes by disqualification ... Casey Cannon 
defeated Super X by disqualification ... Billy 
Phoenix defeated Shawn Summers (managed 
by Mr. Sawyer) by disqualification ... Rick 
Garrett pinned Rick Valentine ... Bonecrusher 
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Steve defeated Oklahoma champion Psycho to 
win the title ... Tom Jones defeated TNT in a 
strap match ... The Brotherhood Of Pain defeat- 
ed tag team champions The Pony Express to 
win the belts. 
(01-15-95) 

—Clark Peterson 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PITTSBURGH—WCW at Civic Arena; Alex 
Wright beat Bobby Eaton ... Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot defeated 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma ... Sting beat 
Avalanche by disqualification ... Johnny B. 
Badd beat Jean-Paul LeVeque ... U.S. cham- 
pion Big Van Vader beat Hacksaw Duggan ... 
The Nasty Boys beat World tag team champi- 
ons Harlem Heat by disqualification when 
Sherri Martel interfered. 
(01-22-95) 

—Charles Penner 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the ECW Arena: Steve Richards 
pinned Hack Myers ... Al Snow pinned Osamu 
Nishimura ... 2 Cold Scorpio defeated The 
Sandman (with Woman) ... Paul Lauria (with 
Jason) beat Mikey Whipwreck ... The Pit 
Bulls defeated lan & Axi Rotten. After the 
match, Axl turned against lan and the two 
brawled ... J.T. Smith pinned Chad Austin ... 
Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas wres- 
tled Tully Blanchard to a 60-minute time-limit 
draw ,.. 911, Tasmaniac, & Sabu (with Paul E. 
Dangerously) beat Dean Malenko, Chris 
Benoit, and Public Enemy in a handicap 
match when Tasmaniac pinned Johnny 
Grunge. 
(01-07-95) 

—Bart Orkline 


SOUTM CAROLINA 
INMAN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
National Guard Armory: Greg Hart beat 
Russian Assassin Il ... Johnny Dollar defeat- 
ed Black Scorpion ... Chris Hamrick & Chief 
day Eagle beat Damage Inc. by disqualification 
... Tag team champions Austin Steele & Terry 
Austin beat Flaming Youth & Star Ryder ... 
Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion defeat- 
ed “Ravishing” Randy Sledge ... Greg Hart 
won a battle royal. 
(01-07-95) 

—Dan Parris 


TENNESSEE 
ELIZABETHTON—All-Pro Wrestling at the Gap 
Creek Community Center: The Stalker and 
Great Tiny wrestled to a time-limit draw ... 
Super Mario pinned Big Boss ... Mike Fair, 
Tank, and Red Man beat The Troublemakers 
and The Evil One ... The Crow & The Stallion 
beat Nitro & The Mauler ... Alex Shane beat 
heavyweight champion Chainz by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Ghost Riders defeated Mike & 
Sam Spade ... Tag team champions Eddie 
Golden & Stan Lee defeated Jimmy Valiant & 
Dan Cooley. 
(01-21-95) 

—Bill Needham 


ELIZABETHTON—All-Pro Wrestling at the Gap 
Creek Community Center: Tiny & The Stalker 
beat The Troublemakers ... Lightweight cham- 
pion The Stallion defeated Allen King ... 
Eddie Golden beat The Crow ... Chainz won 
an eight-man elimination match ... U.S. champi- 
on Chris Steelheart beat Ghostrider in a log 
chain match ... Tim Horner beat Stan Lee. 
(01-07-95) 

—Bill Needham 


MORRISTOWN—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
the East High School: Tracey Smothers beat 
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Bryant Anderson in an “| Quit” match ... Chris 
Candido beat Boo Bradley ... Buddy Landell 
beat heavyweight champion Tony Anthony by 
disqualification ... Tag team champions The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express beat The Gangstas ... 
Tracey Smothers won a battle royal. 
(01-21-95) 

—Bill Needham 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at 
the Sampson Center: Eddie Bruiser beat The 
Storm Trooper ... Roger Anderson & David 
Lynch wrestled Frank Parker & Scotty 
McKeever to a no-contest ... Stan Lee beat 
Bam Bam Christian ... Steve Flynn defeated 
heavyweight champion Chic White for the title 
... The Hornet & Beau James beat David 
Cash & Eddie Bruiser ... Junior heavyweight 
champion Bobby Blayze beat Scotty 
McKeever, 
(01-20-95) 

—Fay Ferguson 


ALCOA—Friday Night Main Event Wrestling at 
the Green Acres Flea Mall: The Delaware 
Destroyer beat Doctor Dan by disqualification 
». Bobby B pinned Lynn Montana ... Rick 
Conners beat Rick Cannon ... Regulator 
Stone beat The Alaskan Wolfman ... Buddy 
Landell pinned Johnny Raynor ... Tom Pitner 
and The Knight Rider defeated Tim Reed & 
Mike Powers by disqualification. 
(01-19-95) 

—Bill Needham 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Scott Studd defeated Tommy Harris ... Jack 
Hammer (managed by Diamond Mike) defeat- 
ed Doug Basham ... The Moondogs defeated 
Don Bass & Reggie B. Fine ... Miss Texas 
pinned Sweet Georgia Brown ... In a match to 
determine who would get a tag team title shot 
later on the card, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
and PG-13 wrestled to a no-contest. The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express won a coin flip to determine a 
winner, but decided to give PG-13 the match ... 
Tag team champions Doug Gilbert & Tommy 
Rich beat PG-13 ... In a four-man tournament 
to determine a challenger for heavyweight 
champion Sid Vicious /ater on the card: 
Brian Christopher defeated Spellbinder ... 
Jerry Lawler beat Bill Dundee ... Christopher 
beat Lawler by disqualification ... Heavyweight 
champion Sid Vicious pinned Southern cham- 
pion Brian Christopher (only Vicious’ belt was 
on the line), 
(01-16-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Tony Williams pinned Doug Basham ... 
Sweet Georgia Brown pinned Miss Texas ... 
Bill Dundee defeated Jimmy Harris ... Doug 
Gilbert & Tommy Rich defeated tag team 
champions PG-13 to win the belts. After the 
match, Wolfie D challenged Gilbert and Rich to 
return to the ring and give them a rematch, 
which they did. PG-13 then defeated Gilbert & 
Rich to regain the belts ... Heavyweight cham- 
ion Sid Vicious defeated Southern champion 
rian Christopher by disqualification ... In a 
four-team tournament to determine the num- 
ber-one contenders to the tag team title: The 
Moondogs defeated The War Machine ... The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express beat Don Bass & 
Reggie B. Fine ... The Moondogs and The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express then wrestled to a no- 
contest. 
(01-09-95) 
—Mark Mitchell 


JOHNSON CITY—Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
at Freedom Hall: Bryant Anderson beat The 
Nightmare ... Tracey Smothers defeated D- 


Lo Brown ... Chris Candido beat Boo 
Bradley ... Heavyweight champion Tony 
Anthony beat Buddy Landell in a no-disquali- 
fication match ... Tag team champions The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express beat The Gangstas in a 
lumberjack match ... Boo Bradley won a battle 
royal. 
(01-14-95) 

—Edna Granger 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum; 
Doug Gilbert beat Tony Williams ... Tag team 
champions PG-13 beat Don Bass & Reggie B. 
Fine ... Southern champion Tommy Rich 
defeated King Cobra .., Bill Dundee beat 
Scott Bowden .,.. The Moondogs beat Jimmy 
& Ron Harris ... Tag team champions PG-13 
beat Doug Gilbert & Tommy Rich ... Jerry 
Lawler beat Spelibinder by disqualification ... 
Brian Christopher beat heavyweight champion 
Sid Vicious by disqualification. 
(01-02-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


NASHVILLE—WCW Starrcade pay-per-view at 
the Municipal Auditorium; Big Van Vader (man- 
aged by Harley Race) pinned U.S. champion 
Hacksaw Duggan in 12:06 to win the title ... 
Alex Wright pinned Jean-Paul LeVeque in 
14:01 ... TV champion Johnny B. Badd pinned 
Arn Anderson (substituting for The Honky 
Tonk Man) in 11:21 ... The Nasty Boys defeat- 
ed World tag team champions Harlem Heat 
(managed by Sherri Martel) by disqualification 
in 17:44 ... Mr. T beat Kevin Sullivan in 3:48 
after Dave Sullivan hit Kevin with a mega- 
phone ... Sting beat Avalanche by disqualifica- 
tion in 15:25 ... World champion Hulk Hogan 
pinned Brutus “The Butcher” Beefcake in 
12;07. 
(12-27-94) 

—Ray Rainford 


KNOXVILLE—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
the Civic Coliseum: The Power Ranger beat D- 
Lo Brown ... Tracey Smothers defeated 
Bryant Anderson in an “| Quit” match ... 
Buddy Landell defeated heavyweight champi- 
on Tony Anthony by disqualification ... Cactus 
Jack & Tracey Smothers (substituting for 
Brian Lee) defeated Boo Bradley & Chris 
Candido ... The Rock ’n’ Roll Express (man- 
aged by Jim Cornette) defeated tag team 
champions The Gangstas to regain the belts. 
(12-25-94) 

—Dave Jackson 


TEXAS 
MISSION—World Class Wrestling Federation at 
The Check Point: Tugboat Taylor beat The 
Gravedigger ... Jason The 13th beat Beavis 
... The American Ranger beat Superfly ... Mr. 
Wrestling Ill defeated The Berserker ... The 
Tex-Mex Express beat The Neon Ninja & 
Coco Ramirez ... Mark Von Erich beat The 
Sheik (not the original). 
(01-22-95) 

—Brett Wolfe 


FORT HOOD—WCW at the Abrams Fitness 
Center: Alex Wright beat Bobby Eaton ... TV 
champion Johnny B. Badd beat Jean-Paul 
LeVeque ... Marcus Bagwell & The Patriot 
defeated Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma ... 
Hacksaw Duggan beat Lord Steven Regal ... 
The Nasty Boys beat World tag team champi- 
ons Harlem Heat by disqualification ... Sting 
defeated Avalanche by disqualification. 
(01-14-95) 

—Earl Rogers 


EL PASO—WWF at the El Paso City Coliseum: 
Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly beat Henry 
Godwinn .., Duke “The Dumpster” Droese 


defeated The Minotaur ,.. Lex Luger and 
Tatanka wrestled to a double-countout ... “Man 
QO’ War” Aldo Montoya defeated “Brooklyn 
Brawler" Steve Lombardi... The 
Headshrinkers defeated Timothy Well & 
Barry Horowitz ... Intercontinental champion 
Razor Ramon beat Jeff Jarrett. 
(01-07-95) 

—Eric Watson 


DALLAS—NWA at the Sportatorium: Rod 
Price defeated Bo Vegas ... Chaz Taylor & 
Bambi beat Alex Porteau & Peggy Lee 
Leather ... Tony Norris beat Guido Falcone 
by disqualification ... Dick Murdoch & Black 
Bart beat Sam Houston & Chris Adams ... 
North American champion Kevin Von Erich 
beat Greg Valentine by disqualification. 
(01-01-95) 

—Jenna Marley 


WISCONSIN 
GREEN BAY—WWF at the Brown County Expo 
Center: The Bushwhackers defeated The 
Heavenly Bodies ... Hakushi beat The Kid ... 
King Kong Bundy pinned Adam Bomb ... 
World champion Diesel pinned Bob Backlund 
... Doink the Clown beat Kwang ... Davey 
Boy Smith defeated Owen Hart ... The 
Undertaker pinned Irwin R. Schyster. 
(01-07-95) 

—Agnes Hammond 


CANADA 
JOLIETTE, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at Joliette College: Jason The Terrible 
beat Martin Roy by disqualification ... Frank 
Blues defeated Crazy Eddie ... lceman beat 
Phil Belanger by countout ... Power & Speed 
beat tag team champions The Crazy Dragons to 
win the belts ... Cowboy Bob, Syi Dancer, The 
Cannibal, & Boris Khrushchev beat Alexander 
The Magnificent, The Ninja, Lucifer, & Golem 
The Great ... Quebec heavyweight champion 
Dream Killer defeated Black Bear. 
(01-21-95) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


JOLIETTE, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at Joliette College: The Jet Set beat 
Cannibal & Boris Khrushchev ... Frank 
Blues beat Golen The Giant ... The Rebel 
beat Chameleon ... Cowboy Bob & Syl 
Dancer defeated Alexander The Magnificent 
& Lucifer ... Black Bear beat Inner-City cham- 
pion Phil Belanger by submission in a lumber- 
jack match to win the title ... Quebec champion 
Dream Killer defeated Iceman & Crazy Eddie 
in a “triangular” match. 
(01-14-95) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


JOLIETTE, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at Joliette College: Alexander the 
Magnificent beat Boris Khruschev ... Crazy 
Eddie won a tag team elimination match, oust- 
ing Headhunters | & ll and The Ninja ... 
Cowboy Bob beat Ghiem the Giant ... Dream 
Killer beat Syl Dancer ... Power & Speed 
defeated Lucifer & Alexander the Magnificent 
in a “Texas Tornado” match... Black Bear 
defeated Phil Belanger ... The Crazy Dragons 
defeated tag team champions Iceman & Frank 
Blues by disqualification to win the title. The 
belts were allowed to change hands because 
the match was contested under “Province Of 
Quebec” rules, which allow titles to change on 
countouts and disqualifications. 
(01-07-95) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


WINDSOR, ONTARIO—Border City 
Wrestling at the Greek Community Center: 
Rick Matrix defeated Brian Rollins ... The 
Canadian Destroyer & Mad Max beat Rico 
Rodriguez & Steve Nixon ... Denny Kass 
wrestled Abraham The Lebanese Prince to 
a double-countout ... Otis Apollo defeated 
Bobby Clancy ... Ric Austin & Mike 
Legacy beat Chris Pillon & Tommy Wonder 
.. Scott D’Amore defeated Rock Stevens 
... Can-Am champion Mickey Doyle defeat- 
ed Al Snow. 
(01-20-95) 

—Gary Woronchak 


CALGARY, ALBERTA—Canadian Rocky 
Mountain Wrestling at the Victoria Park 
Community Center: Katana beat Flip Lee ... 
Black Bart beat Don McCullough ... Super 
Kungo beat Fernando Valentino ... S.S. 
Squad beat Eric Freeze & Jason Helton ... 
Johnny Lee Coultrain beat Steve Rivers ... 
Jerry Morrow beat Rick Titan. 
(01-13-95) 

—Andy Williams 


JAPAN 
TOKYO—All-Japan at Korakuen Hall: Tommy 
Dreamer beat Ryukaku Isumida ... Tommy 
Rogers & Bobby Fulton beat Kentaro Shiga 
& Yoshinari Ogawa ... Giant Baba, Rusher 
Kimura, & Mitsuo Momota beat Mighty 
Inoue, Haruka Eigen, & Masa Fuchi ... Dan 
Kroffat & Doug Furnas beat Abdullah the 
Butcher & Giant Kamala Il ... Steve Williams 
& Johnny Ace beat Stan Hansen & Johnny 
Smith, 
(01-03-95) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
APRIL 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BOSTON—WWF at Boston Garden: Chief 
day Strongbow beat Smasher Sloan ... 
Oswald Costa defeated Henry DePaula ... 
Ricky Sexton defeated Juan Caruso ... 
Manuel Soto pinned The Black Demon ... 
Sky Low Low & Little Brutus beat Sonny 
Boy Hayes & The Haiti Kid in a best-of- 
three-falls midget tag team match ... World 
champion Bruno Sammartino defeated Prof. 
Toru Tanaka. 
(4-29-72) 

—PWI archives 


OKLAHOMA 
TULSA—UWF at the Myriad: Brett Sawyer 
beat Gustavo Mendoza ... Kamala beat Rick 


Gibson ... Korchenko defeated Perry 
Jackson ... Koko B. Ware defeated Rick 
Steiner ... The Fantastics & Terry Taylor 


defeated The Sheepherders & Jack Victory 
.. David Peterson beat Gustavo Mendoza ... 


Buzz Sawyer beat Tracey Smothers ... Jack 
Victory beat Steve Williams ... Hacksaw 
Duggan beat Dick Slater ... Kamala beat 
Perry Jackson. 
(04-13-86) 

—PWI archives 
PENNSYLVANIA 


McKEESPORT—WWWF at the Palisades: The 
Sicilians defeated Johnny Defazio & 
Dominic DeNucci in a best-of-three-falls 
match ... Frank Holtz defeated Bill Terry ... 
Andy Martin defeated Bull Johnson ... 
George Steele wrestled The Batman to a dou- 
ble-disqualification. 
(04-07-69) 

—Jack Gherman 


NEW FROM WCW 


wc! 


Superbrawl U-95 
Spring Stampede '95 
Slamboree ‘95 


188 min each/$359.95each 


NEW FROM LPWA 
Little Dynamites(Super 
Ladies of Wrestling) 
Feel The Heat 

Wild Things 

98 min each/$39.95 each 


Send to: 
| T.V. Sports Video 
BO: Box 1003 

| Darien, CT 06820 


Visa or Mastercard call toll free 
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| 

| 

| 

| 

1-800-729-0360 

C) Superbrawl V | 
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(2) Check or money order | 

payable to TV Sports Video : 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


each 
plus $5.00 
s&h 
vhs format 


() Visa /MasterCard 


Nam 
Address 
City 


State Zip 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| eee ee —_—- — 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

I, 

| 

| Videos 

| Tax for CT & NY 

| P & H $5.00 $5.00 | 

Total $ l 
7 


| Allow up to 4 weeks delivery. Foreign orders 
include $7.00 for each tape in addition to 
regular s&h charges. 

[:intemationas money orders only. No PAL ‘ 
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Off the top rope... 


(Continued from page 16) 


This, wrestling fans, is the closest thing to a wrestling god that you'll find in this 
world. Pay homage to him often. He is the force that will finally end “Hulkamania”. 


murderer Jeffrey Dahmer finished 
first, while O.J., as of press time 
unconvicted anywhere else but in 
the press, was third. | was number 
12, for having a “warped, backward 
view of professional wrestling.” 
Rosenbaum, living in a trailer park 
somewhere in the Everglades, did 
not make his own list, even though 
his wife, who agreed to marriage 
on the assumption Rosenbaum 
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would actually do something with 
his life, has a list of her own I'd like 
to publish. 


Dear Eddie, 
When will you wrestle Bill Apter? 
COLIN DANIELS 
Delanco, NJ 
Dear Colin, 


After he’s de-loused, de-flead, 
and de-Apiered. 


Dear Eddie, 

Is Bob Backlund’s place in history 
secure? Don’t you think the fact that 
he is currently a rulebreaking mad- 
man will eradicate the great record he 
compiled when he was WWF World 
champion? 

TERESA HOROWITZ 
Culver City, CA 
Dear Teresa, 

Quite the contrary, you sweet- 
peppered little Italian-Jewish knish- 
princess. Does that appellation 
offend you? Good. I’m practicing 
for the road trip. | figure three 
racist or sexist remarks every 75 
miles will drive Liz from the car 
before Pittsburgh. Backlund’s lat- 
est star turn secured his place in 
history. Before this latest incarna- 
tion, Backlund was in danger of 
disappearing from the history 
books, like invisible ink, due to 
lack of interest. Now, having con- 
quered the world twice, once as 
Jeckyl, now as Hyde, his immortali- 
ty is assured. O 


How would you rather be remembered, 
as a Howdy Doody-type clean-cut fan 
favorite, or as a maniac who chicken- 
winged everything that moved? You 
made the right choice, Mr. Backlund! 


ES 


. SS aeee e IGHT FLYWEIGHT 
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CHAMPIONS- 
4 TOUGH re mt EZ 
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4 FANTASTIC 
FIGHT NIGHT! 
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CONTENDER 
WEA JR: #1 IBF 
IGHT 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


ioe: 


T 
FEATHERWEIGH 
Wee HAMPIONSHIP 


ALEJANDRO 


GONZALEZ 
vs 


LOUIE 


PINOZA 


FORMER WORLD CHAMP 


WBO JR. FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
JIMENEZ vs BARRERA 
LIVE ON PAY-PER-VIEW! 
FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 10 PM ET/7 PM PT 
FO RUM © 1995 TVKO, a subdivision of Time Wamer Entertainment Company, L.P. All rights reserved. 
B OXING TVKO is a registered service mark of Time Warner Entertainment Company, L.P. 


Fighters subject to change. 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 
Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. * Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling » Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & U.K. 
Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage. 


Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Ad. NE, Ste. 200+ Atlanta, GA 30324 
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MOVING? 


| Kindly give us 8 weeks 
1 advance notice 


Are you moving? If so, please give 
I us 8 weeks advance notice so we 
] can continue to service your sub- 
| scription promptly. Check the mag- 
i azine(s) listed below you subscribe 
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1. 
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| ey PUBLISHING CO. 


P.O. BOX 910 
I FT WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


See 
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Diesel crushed Bob Backlund to win the WWF World 
title in November, and “PW/ Hotline” caller Alisa 
Pommaran thinks he'll handle the pressure that goes 
with being champion very well. 


pendent federations in all wrestling 
magazines. In PWI and its sister 
magazines, I only find information 
about the WWF, WCW, ECW, the 
USWA, and Smoky Mountain Wrest- 
ling. I think that it is unjust and 
unfair that independent federations 
don’t get more publicity. Some great 
wrestlers don’t receive well-deserved 
coverage. 

In the last several months, I have 
attended some Atlantic Wrestling 
Federation cards, and I must say that 
they have some of the best young tal- 
ent in wrestling today. The battles 
between U.S. champion Rockin’ Rico 
and former champion Mike Justice are 
unbelievable. Rico’s high-flying 
maneuvers and Justice’s power moves 


are nothing less than 
spectacular. Both of them, 
along with Rob Van Dam 
and Chazz Rocco, are 
surely WWF and WCW 
material. They could beat 
some of the current 
wrestlers in those federa- 
tions and give the super- 
| stars a run for their 
| money. 
STEVE BENJAMIN 
Myrtle Beach, SC 


@ DIESEL’S 
DESTINY 

I disagree with your 
article “Diesel Dazed! 
Why He Can’t Handle 
The Pressure Of Being 
WWE Champ” (April 
1995). It may not seem 
like it right now, but 
Diesel has all the neces- 
sary ingredients to be- 
come a great world 
champion. He has the 
size, strength, and cha- 
risma to be one of the 
best ever. Sure, he may 
be a little uncertain about 
himself and the pressures that go 
along with defending the WWF World 
belt, but Diesel has been through so 
much turmoil in the past few months 
that he has a right to feel a little 
doubtful. He has never been through 
anything like this before alone. I am 
sure that once he gets used to his new 
position and duties, he’ll be a fine 
champion to lead the WWF into the 
next century. 
ALISA POMMARAN 

Shamokin, PA 


a EYE OF NEWT ... 

Yes, the Devil, Jeffrey Dahmer, 
and Elvis are definitely having a 
snowball fight tonight! (“Hell Freezes 
Over! Jim Cornette Manages The 


Bull Nakano makes a great 
WWF World Women’s cham- 
pion, says reader Ernie 
Hauser. He thinks that 
female Japanese wrestlers 
are generally more intense 
than their American coun- 
terparts. 


Rock ’n’ Roll Express,” 
April 1995). Jim Cornette 
managing The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express in Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling is a 
true travesty. How could 
he do such a thing to him- 
self? Not only has he dis- 
graced himself in soci- 
ety’s eyes, but he has also 
turned his back against 
the few fans who have 
supported him in his battles against 
the Rock ’n’ Trolls for a decade. 
Now, Cornette is even more despica- 
ble than that other, Southern loud- 
mouth, Newt Gingrich. I wonder 
what “pearl of wisdom” Connie 
Chung could get Newt’s Mother to 
say (mistakenly, of course) about 
Cornette?! 
MARLENA SCHOCK 
Marietta, GA 


MISSING CLOWNS 

What is going on with Doink and 
Dink? They haven’t been around 
much lately. Before, every time you 
turned around, they were on television 
or in the ring. I hope Jerry “The 
King” Lawler didn’t run them back to 
the circus. Even though everyone 
made fun of them, Doink and Dink 
made wrestling fun for the fans. At 
least their behavior was acceptable 
since they were clowns. There are 
some wrestlers that act like total idiots 
without the use of face paint or a 
clown outfit. 

I miss the clowns. Bring them back 
from wherever they went. I miss their 
clowning around and their unique 
style of wrestling. 

HELEN WINSOR 
Erie, PA 


THAT’S NO BULL 
Bull Nakano winning the WWF 


World women’s title just proves that 
the Japanese take their wrestling seri- 
ously (“Bull-Dozed! Alundra, Blayze 
Dethroned By Nakano Before 43,000 
In Tokyo,” April 1995). Alundra 
Blayze was a great champion and 
competitor, but she cannot match the 
intensity of female wrestlers in Japan. 
For the most part, Japanese fans are 
dedicated to the sport like no one else 
in the world. The cards in Japan are 
spectacular events that even the 
American super shows like Wrestle- 
Mania cannot try to compare. 

No matter what anyone says, Bull 
Nakano is just a sign of the future for 
wrestling: Japan. 

ERNIE HAUSER 
San Bernardino, CA 1) 


“T hear you’re fast ... real fast.” 
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steiners 
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and we're going to bounce back this 
time, too,” Scott said. “I know a lot 
of people have been missing us, 
because we get lots of letters from 
fans, and | just want to let every- 
body know that we've been staying 
sharp in Japan, and we’re ready for 
a big comeback. We learned a lot 
there, too. We faced a lot of great 
aerial wrestlers and picked up some 
new moves and techniques. 
Nothing’s going to stop us when we 
come back.” 

The best hope for The Nasty 
Boys, Harlem Heat, and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell and The Patriot is 
that the Steiners stop themselves. 
That’s unlikely, but not out of the 
question. 

“You know something, | don’t 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION HASBRO 
4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 
+*(ALL MINT IN PACKAGE) «* 


$15.00 each 
Roddy Piper 
Brutus Beefcake #1 
Jim Duggan #1 
Ric Flair 
Hulk Hogan #4 
Skinner 
Randy Savage #4 
Berserker 
Undertaker #1 
Bret “Hitman” Hart #1 
Repo Man 
Papa Shan; 


0 
Talona of Texas Tornado .. 


Greg Valentine ... 
ET RLRCOr Mr. Perfect ........ 
Virgil Ultimate Warrior #3 
Warlord Nasty Boys Sgt Slaughter 
Model Rick Martel Legion of Doom Hogan w/Hulkapl 
Sid Justice Bushwackers . Earthquake .. 
Wariord ROCKEFS oo ..sseees aks! ses 
or Koko B Ware . 
RARE YELLOW CARDED 
FIGURES (1993) 


Owen Hart . 


Jim Duggan #2 
Ted Dibiase #3 


Rick Stiener 
Scott Stiener 
Tatanka #2 £3 7 
Fatu ; $2.00 for catalog) 


Figures Available) 


Samu 
ei Acas 55 page To’ al 
M #2 ; = 
Gian Goneates ni Available Containing: 
Luke Bushwacker #2 Razor Ramon . 
Butch Bushwacker #2 (Set of 6) For .....,............. $150.00 
Shipping is $5.00 PerTotalOrder Collectible toys . $2.00 
— Payment Terms: Money Orders, Checks or Credit Cards 
, oie se 
aren Credit Card Orders Call 1-401-946-5720 Pree 
— (Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM EST) 
FAX Orders to 1-401-946-8492 
(Orders Shipped Promptly-Money Back Guarantee) 


walt? FIGURES CO. 


P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 
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(Continued from page 37) 


(Most other WWF Wrestling 


(Call for availability or send 


Science Fiction, Superhero & 
Horror Action Figures, and 
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Will Rick Steiner be able to execute this 
g kind of move on, say, The Nasty Boys or 
Harlem Heat? We should find out soon, 
but most people seem to think the 
Steiners are every bit as tough as they 
used to be. 


think they have it anymore,” said 
broadcaster Bobby Heenan. “I think 
they went to Japan because they 
were washed-up, got talked into 
making a comeback, and now 
they're going to fall flat on their faces. 
You can’t just leave and then come 
back any time you want. Every time 
you step away, you lose something.” 

Sure, “Brain,” tell it to Hulk Hogan, 
who keeps stepping away, coming 
back, and adding to his resume. Or 
tell it to Bob Backlund, who regained 
the WWF World title 11 years after 
he lost it. Tell it to George Foreman, 
who had no trouble regaining his 
killer instinct in the boxing ring. 

“They'll do fine,” Dusty Rhodes 
said. “Rick and Scott are two boys 
who will never lose the inner fire, and 
if they did, they wouldn’t embarrass 
themselves. They'd just ride off into 
the sunset.” 

The sun isn’t setting on their 
careers. The Steiners are back, and 
the best bet of the year is that they're 
tougher than ever. CO 
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10,000 Maniacs 
4 Non Blondes 
AC/DC 
Aerosmith 
Aimee Mann 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Beverly Hills 90210 
Big Head Todd/Monsters 
Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 

Black Sabbath 
Black Crowes 
Blind Melon 
Bob Dylan 

Bon Jovi 
Bonham 
Breeders 
Brother Cane 
Bruce Hornsby 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bryan Adams 
Bulletboys 
Butthole Surfers 
Catherine Wheel 
Cheryl Wheeler 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 
Concrete Blonde 
Elvis Costello 
Counting Crows 
Coverdale/Page 
Cowboy Junkies 
Cracker 


2723 
2761 
2765 
2791 
2853 
2871 
3261 
3262 
3265 
2691 
7681 
3332 
3331 
3371 
3461 
3462 
3472 
3733 
3871 
3242 
2741 
5641 
3681 
5642 
2525 
3981 
3241 
3442 
3471 
3531 
3673 
4362 
8462 
4461 
4721 
4731 
4737 
4735 
4861 
4274 
4321 


Cranberries 
Crosby, Stills, Nash 
Crowded House 
Cry of Love 
The Cult 

The Cure 
Damn Yankees 
Danger Danger 
Danzig 

David Bowie 
David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 
Def Leppard 
Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dire Straits 
Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edie Brickell 
Elton John 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Johnson 
Eric Clapton 
Extreme 

Faith No More 
Fight 
Firehouse 
Fleetwood Mac 
Foreigner 
Genesis 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Grateful Dead 
Great White 
Green Day 
Green Jelly 
Guns N’ Roses 
Hardline 

Heart 


4683 
4631 
4691 
2768 
5224 
8291 
5261 
4272 
5371 
5385 
2831 
7282 
6351 
5831 
4282 
5262 
5461 
5462 
5472 
5332 
5366 
5721 
5451 
3671 
5484 
5962 
7931 
6322 
6241 
3841 
6382 
2651 
6431 
6443 
6463 
6252 
6672 
6682 
6681 
6721 
6331 
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Hothouse Flowers 
Indigo Girls 
INXS 

Jackson Browne 
Jackyl 

James Taylor 
Jane’s Addiction 
Jerry Garcia Band 
Jesus Jones 
Jethro Tull 
Jimmy Buffett 
Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 
Juliana Hatfield 
Kansas 

King’s X 

The Kinks 

KISS 

Led Zeppelin 
Lemonheads 
Lenny Kravitz 
Lillian Axe 

Lita Ford 

LIVE 

Lynch Mob 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Loaf 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Metallica 
Michael Bolton 
Midnight Oil 
Mighty M. Bosstones 
Ministry 

Mitch Malloy 
Morrissey 
Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Big 


9682 
6352 
6393 
6461 
6471 
6722 
6723 
7263 
7692 
7463 
6221 
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7321 
4221 
3722 
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7745 
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7232 
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7283 
7332 
6273 
7521 
7832 
7651 
7652 
7871 
7223 
7261 
7374 
6262 
7541 
7523 
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Neil Young 

Nelson 

New Order 

Nine Inch Nails 

Nirvana 

NRBO 

Ozzy Osbourne 

Pantera 

Patty Smyth 

Paul Simon 

Paul McCartney 

Paul Westerberg 

Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 

Peter Frampton 

Phish 

Pink Floyd 

Poison 

Porno For Pyros 

Primus 

Prong 

Queen 

Porene 
E.M. 


fniivhead 
Ramones 

RATT 

Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Richard Marx 
Robert Plant 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Sacred Reich 
Santana 
Sepultura 

Sinead O’Connor 
Skid Row 
Slaughter 

Slayer 


7621 
7643 
7661 
7683 
7682 
7746 
7181 
8242 
6421 
7842 
7863 
7834 
7841 
7862 
8341 
8251 


Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 
Sonic Youth 

Soul Asylum 
SoundGarden 
Spin Doctors 
Squeeze 

Steve Vai 

Stevie Nicks 

Stin 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suede 

Suicidal Tendencies 
Sundays 
Suzanne Vega 
Talking Heads 
Tears For Fears 
Ted Nugent 

Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

Tom Petty 

Tom Cochrane 
Tool 

Trixter Fan Club 


UB40 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Urge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
W.A.S.P. 
Warrant 

White Zombie 
The Who 
Wilson Phillips 
World Party 

Yes 

Yngwie Malmsteen 
ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! ar your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 
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he has not been given any title 
shots at the World championship. 
We're told Tunney stammered and 
stuttered his way through the meet- 
ing and almost seemed embar- 
rassed because he had no explana- 
tion for the popular star ... If | were 
Shawn Michaels, | would pick 911 
as my new bodyguard ... Man 
Mountain Rock, who was formerly 
known as Maxx Payne, is busy writ- 
ing new ring entrance music for sev- 
eral of the WWF's top superstars. 
Jim Ross has to be the busiest 
broadcaster in wrestling. Besides 
doing commentary on many of the 
WWF broadcasts, Ross still does 
the announcing on Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling telecasts along with Les 
Thatcher. We don’t know how long 
that will last, because the WWF 
keeps increasing Ross’ duties. 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 904-934-8435 
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TEACHERS*EXOTIC ADRIAN+MISSLINDA 
WRESTLING MASKS 
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The ames atid is mourning the loss of Jerry “Crusher” Blackwell, who died at 
the age of 45, He is survived by his wife, Nellie, four children, and 13 grandchildren. 


Bill Dundee says WWF fans are 
writing to him “by the thousands, 
begging me to come and kick 
Lawler’s butt!” Although he has 
received no formal offer from the 
federation, Dundee says he expects 
one to be coming his way very soon. 

Gorgeous George Ill (that’s 
right, he claims to be the grandson 
of the original Gorgeous George) 
has entered the USWA. “They’ve 
never seen anyone as lovely and as 
talented as me,” he boasted. “I plan 
on winning the heavyweight title. My 
granddad would be proud.” 

“Outlaw” Max Crimson has 
joined forces with “Maniac” Jimmy 
Deo; they are calling themselves 
Assault and Battery ... Since his 
impressive performance in the 1995 
Royal Rumble, a semi-retired Dick 


Murdoch tells me he is considering 
wrestling full-time again. “I can beat 
any of those WWF geeks, if they 
have the guts to take me on one-on- 
one,” he says. 

‘Bobby Eaton admits that he took 
his recent series of matches against 
“Das Wunderkind” Alex Wright 
too lightly. “| thought | could beat the 
kid without even training,” Eaton 
reported. “I won’t make the mistake 
again. I’m about to make his young 
career history. He won't be doing 
any dancing when | get through with 
him!” 

Publisher Stu Saks spoke recent- 
ly with Joe Lopez, the attorney rep- 
resenting the WWF’s insurance 
company in the Charles Austin case. 
Austin, if you'll recall, was awarded a 
judgment of $26.7-million last year in 


sgt 


his case against the WWF for crip- 
pling injuries suffered in a match 
against Marty Jannetty in 1990. Ac- 
cording to Lopez, the appeal will be 


‘Bruiser Bedlam is the Midwest 
| Territorial Wrestling champion, but 
| maybe not for long. 


Alex Wright has beaten Bobby 
Eaton in several matches. Eaton 
admits that he didn’t take Wright 
too seriously. He vows that das 
wunderkind won't defeat him 


anymore. 


resolved within the next few months 
and that they are extremely opti- 
mistic. 

You have to feel for Austin, who 
can barely get around these days, 
but certainly he knew the risks of 
being a professional wrestler. The 
damages award was way out of line! 

Since Bruiser Bedlam entered 
the WWF, Midwest Territorial Wrest- 
ling officials have repeatedly warned 
him that he risks being stripped of 
the MTW heavyweight title if he 
doesn’t defend it at least once every 
30 days. “They can threaten Bruiser 
all they want!” exclaimed Cornette, 
who manages Bedlam in the WWF. 
“The fact is, when he beats Diesel 
for the WWF title, and Jeff Jarrett 
for the Intercontinental title, then 
when he and Mantaur win the tag 


team belts, he won't need their rinky 
dink piece of tin!” 

Because the WWF has not put 
them in the ring together, King 
Kong Bundy and his former friend 
Adam Bomb have signed contracts 
to wrestle each other in the 
Massachusetts-based International 
Wrestling Federation. “We stand for 
different things,” said Bomb. “! 
thought Bundy was a real man, but 
some of the dirty things I’ve seen 
him do in the ring make me want to 
tear him apart. And the way he treats 
the fans—it’s downright disgusting.” 
Because he likes to be in the middle 
of a good brawl, veteran Killer 
Kowalski will referee that series of 
matches. 

Mid-Atlantic Wrestling promoter 
Doug Ward, along with photograph- 
er Floyd See, are planning “Night Of 
The Superstars—A Starrcade 
Reunion.” It is scheduled to take 
place on April 8 at the Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, High School. At press time, 
Ward was negotiating with Ric Flair, 
Lou Thesz, Dory and Terry Funk, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Tully Blanchard, 
Baron Von Raschke, and others to 
appear. The card will be a benefit for 
the Pleasant View Home for mental- 
ly retarded adults of Harrisonburg. 

That’s all for now, fans. I'll see 
you at ringside! O 
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“9-1-1,” I said slowly. r. 
Ah, the lie. Nobody bats 
-911. 911 didn’t bat 911. 
Later, in fact, I couldn’t 
even verify the claim that 
he played semi-pro ball. 
Just to humor him, though, 
I did pursue the dialogue in 

the car. 

“Why did you stop play- 
ing ball if you were so 
good?” I asked. 

“T got thrown out of the 
league,” he responded, “for 
choke-slamming a damned | — 
umpire.” 

I should have know. 

sok 

Whether or not 911 is 
really going to try out for 
the Phillies I don’t know, 
but I wouldn’t want to be 
the one to tell him he’s not 
good enough to play! In the 
meantime, the conversation 
started me thinking just 
how an all-star baseball 
team of professional 
wrestlers would shape up. 

First base: 911. If his 
self-professed .911 is only 
a half-truth, then I’d be 
more than satisfied with 
.455. At 6'7", he can reach 
for the high infield throws. 

Second base: Brian Pillman. 
Tremendous lateral movement will be a 
huge asset with the statue-like 911 
playing first. Could have played base- 
ball at the University of Miami (Ohio), 
but felt it best to concentrate on foot- 
ball. 

Shortstop: Sabu. Perfect pivot man 
on the double-play. Won’t bail out 
when the baserunner comes in with 
spikes flying in an attempt to stop him 
from throwing to first to complete the 
DP. Speedster who can steal 50. 

Third base: Arn Anderson. | don’t 
know if he could hit, run, or field, but 
Arn does bear a striking resemblance to 
Matt Williams. 

Left field: Sting. Blessed with 
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Jerry Lawler has played someone softball in his day, but he’d make a 
pretty good replacement team catcher. He’d be especially good at fir- 
ing insults at opposing hitter as he crouched behind the plate. 


power, speed, and athletic grace, Sting 
can cover ground in the outfield and 
belt homers as well. Perfect number- 
three hitter to protect cleanup man ... 

Right field: Sid Vicious. Some peo- 
ple called him batty after he screwed 
up his WCW career by getting into a 
hotel room melee with Arn Anderson, 
but he has also shown that he knows 
how to handle a bat. There is, of 
course, a huge difference between soft- 
ball and baseball, but I'd take a chance 
on his power. 

Center field: Randy Savage. Played 
first base and catcher in the minor 
leagues, but he’d be needed in the out- 
field on this squad. Switch-hitting line 
drive gap hitter and a heady baserunner 
who will always take the extra base and 


stretch doubles into triples 
against weak-armed out- 
fielders. 

Catcher: Jerry Lawler. 

Another softball type, but 
has the perfect build—and 
mouth—to play backstop. 
Would be able to distract 
batters with one-liners 
about their families. Not a 
big powerhitter, but could 
belt 15 dingers and drive in 
75. 
4 Designated hitter: Big 
} Van Vader. Plays the same 
position in the wrestling 
ring. Nuff said. 

Pitchers: Abe “Knuck- 
leball” Schwartz. Anybody 
who loves the game of 
baseball enough to embar- 
rass himself in a wrestling 
ring must have something 
going for him. 

Abdullah the Butcher: 
Gaylord Perry pitched till 
he was a fat 45-year-old 
with litthe more than a 
decent arm and an assort- 
ment of foreign objects to 
doctor the ball. Abdullah 
may be a little older and a 
little fatter, but he’s got 
Perry beat by a mile in the 
foreign object department. 

Jushin Liger: Every year the 
Japanese close the talent gap between 
the themselves and the U.S. players a 
little bit more. Liger, from all accounts, 
is a Japanese Ron Guidry: small in 
stature, but can really bring it. 

Abbudah Singh: Unscrupulous fire- 
baller who would throw at his own 
brother to keep him off the plate. 

Manager: Paul E. Dangerously. 
Has studied the mindsets of George 
Steinbrenner, Pat Riley, and the Grand 
Wizard. Will get the most out of his 
players for a season or two, before 
grating, demeaning style turns them 
against him. Has to learn when to shut 
his mouth so he can avoid being 
thumbed by the umpires. Oo 
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ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100* winner! 


Sting hails from which California beach community? 
1) Malibu 
2) Pacific Heights 

3) Venice Beach 

4) Newport Beach 


Who managed The Moondogs to the WWF World tag team fitle? 
1) The Grand Wizard 

2) Capt. Lou Albano 

3) Fred Blassie 

4) Bobby Heenan 


Mis or False: Rick Steamboat once briefly held the AWA World fitle. 
rue 
2) False 


Which of the bear wrestlers has never held the WCW television 
title (as of December 31, 1994)? 

1) Sting 

2) Steve Austin 

3) Rick Steiner 

A) Scott Steiner 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 1, 1995, and runs through May 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to ales The charge for each call is $1.49 


per minute in the United States, and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Te 


ecom Services and London Publishing Co. in 


connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be award- 
ed via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the 
monthly drawing of one $100* winner. (*Or for U.K. winners, the equivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is selected.) From February 1, 1995, until May 31, 


1995, a total of 12 PWI T-shirts (retail value $19.95 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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Contrary to what a lot of people think, 
Hulk Hogan and Sting have helped each 
other. Sting came to the “Hulkster’s” res- 
cue at Halloween Havoc (above), and 
Hogan rescued Sting from Avalanche at 
Starrcade (right). 


BERNUCCA: How important is 
respect in wrestling? 

STING: It’s everything, Chris. 
Besides the obvious intimidation 
factor it carries in the ring, it is the 
only thing in wrestling that is 
entirely earned. Guys even get 
handed titles every once in a 
while—Steve Austin at Fall Brawl, 
for example—but they don’t get 
handed respect. And Hacksaw 
Duggan did something about that 
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real quick. 

LENKER: You don’t sound like 
you're too broken up over what 
happened with Austin and Duggan. 

STING: It was wrong, Dave, just 
wrong. Austin should not have 
been handed the title, and, to be 
honest, Duggan probably didn’t 
earn the title shot. He just strolled 


in and won the title. | respect Nick 
Bockwinkel, but he should have 
done something about that. | like 
Hacksaw, and | don’t care for Steve 
Austin, but that was handled badly. 

ELLNER: Meaning what? 

BERNUCCA (to waitress): You 
wouldn’t have a couple aspirin, 
would you? 

STING: Meaning that some of 
the new arrivals in WCW have 
pushed guys like me—and other 
guys who have been around WCW 
for a while—further away from 
title shots without sharpening their 
teeth on top contenders, the way 
it’s supposed to be done. 
Sometimes | wonder who is run- 
ning the federation. 

BERNUCCA: Do you think 


Hogan’s influence is too strong? 

ELLNER: Of course it is! The man 
is out of control. 

STING: Wrong again, Ellner. 
Hulk Hogan is very much in con- 
trol. How do you think Duggan and 
Beefcake and Randy Savage ended 
up in WCW? Hey, I’m all for every 
wrestler getting as much as he can 


out of the sport, because any 
match could be your last. But you 
can’t allow these guys to hurdle 
ahead of people like me and Vader 
and Dustin Rhodes just because 
they are friends of Hogan. 

LENKER: Are you bitter about 
that? 

STING: No, I’m not. Hogan’s a 
great friend of mine, too. He and | 
have had lunch in this place dozens 
of times, and there is no animosity 
between us. He got offered a 
sweetheart deal to come to WCW, 
and he would have been an idiot 
not to take it. He also opened 
doors for me that | had trouble 
opening myself. 

BERNUCCA: Again, like televi- 
sion? 

STING: Exactly. Forget about 
what I got paid for appearing on 
his show. You can’t put a price on 
that kind of visibility. In the last 
few months, I’ve gotten calls from 
everyone from producers to stunt 
coordinators, asking me to do 
everything from lifting a guy over 
my head to selling fast food. 

LENKER: Is that enough for you 
right now? Someone in our office 
said you’re the most unpopular pop- 
ular wrestler in the world. 

STING (laughs): That is a strange 
way of putting it. It has been a 
while since | wore a belt, and | 
intend on being a world champion 
again. But there are a few things in 
my way right now. 

ELLNER: Like Hogan, for one. 
Please tell me you're going after him. 

STING: Sorry to disappoint you, 
Ellner. Maybe the eggs will cheer 
you up. I have been loyal to Hogan 
since he arrived in WCW; that’s not 
going to change. 

LENKER: Even though he’s been 
less than loyal to you? He used you 
as a friend until his entourage 
showed up. What do you owe him? 

STING: I owe him a lot. He 
called me before he signed the 
deal. He said he would make it 
worth my while to stick close to 
him while he got acclimated to a 


Sting has assisted Hogan against the Three Faces of Fear, and has helped him defeat 
the Faces’ ringleader, Kevin Sullivan. That doesn't mean he doesn’t resent the fact 
that Hogan’s friends seem to get preferential treatment in WCW. 


new federation. There’s a lot of 
resentment toward Hulk Hogan in 
this sport, but none of it comes 
from me. And there are other ways 
to get to the title. 

BERNUCCA: Name one. 

STING: Chris, I’m surprised at 
you. | read your stories. | know 
what you think of Vader and what 
he will do to Hogan. | don’t agree 
with it, and I’m not rooting for it to 
happen. But if it did, wouldn’t it 


clear a path for me? 

ELLNER: Yeah, it would, if you 
can take care of Avalanche. 

LENKER: Give me a break, Eddie. 

STING: Yeah, Eddie, give me a 
break. Avalanche is tough, but he’s 
nothing | haven’t been able to han- 
die before. You let me worry about 
Avalanche, Eddie. Let’s eat. Maybe 
with food in your mouth, you'll 
stop talking. 

LENKER: Doubtful. O 


e 
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“Oh, that explains it ... it says here we were supposed 
to put them in the same cage.” 
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THE MOST REALISTIC GAMEPLAY: 
Basic and advanced rules enable 
you to start playing immediately 
while allowing you to progress 

to more realistic & complex 
gameplay. You control any of 60 

wrestlers whose moves, 
personalities, and backgrounds 
reflect what you’ve seen on the 
USA Network & WTBS! 

Individualized Weight Class & 
Skill Level modifiers add a new 

dimension of gameplay realism 

second to none! All of the 
wrestlers’ backgrounds, 
finishing moves, and future 
career prospects are detailed in 
the WWA Wrestlers’ Background 
Booklet. 
PROMOTER’S SCENARIOS! 

Only this game features the 
highly volatile and 
controversial Promoter's 
Scenarios, where YOU assume the 
role of the wrestling promoter. 
Imagine a megastar’s career 
collapsing after a tragic 
steroid scandal or an old heroic 
veteran on his way down given a 
new lease on life by becoming a 
crazed villain! 6 Guest 
Celebrity wrestlers drawn from 
Hollywood add unparalled 
excitement to the Promoter’s 
Scenarios. 


EACH GAME INCLUDES: 

-60 WWA Wrestling Cards 

- Wrestlers’ Background Booklet 

- Four Dice 

~ Basic & Advanced Rules 

- Sample Score Sheets 

- 10 Grudge Matches 

- 6 Promoter's Scenarios w/6 Guest Wrestlers 

- Instructions To Create Your Own Wrestlers 
And Submit Them To Be Included In Future 
Games! 


SAN JOSE, CA 95154-4638 
(CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PLEASE!) 
PLEASE SEND ME (CHECK ONE): 


| WWA GAME SET 
$19.95 + $3.00 S&H 
(CA RESIDENTS ADD $1.50 SALES TAX) 
(7 |GAMESET & I YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
WWA GAME NEWSLETTER 
& 5 MONTHLY MODULES! 
$24.95 + $5.00 S&H 
(CA RESIDENTS ADD $1.85 SALES TAX) 
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Bain ate Ae 


e, or © draw 


Jose Ricca cunrisiy 


(Continued from page 12) 


Interviewed by Gene Okerlund after 
he left the ring, Rogers ripped off his 
Guardian Angels T-shirt and 
announced he was “going back to my 
roots,” becoming Big Bubba Rogers 
again. With a maniacal grin on his face, 
Rogers accompanied Avalanche back 
to the locker room. 

I'll say this for Rogers: He had at 
least one good reason to be upset. 
Bockwinkel and Patrick undermined 
his authority as a referee. They either 
should have let him officiate, or not 
named him in the first place. 

As Rogers saw it, Avalanche wasn’t 
ready to submit. Strange, considering a 
replay clearly showed the big man 
nodding his head, apparently saying 
yes. Looking back, it might appear that 
overruling Rogers was the right call, 
but it was actually a bad move. 

Naturally, that doesn't justify Rogers’ 
attacks on Patrick and Sting. That was 
just Rogers unleashing a year’s worth 
of frustration. If it hadn’t happened dur- 
ing that particular match, it would have 
happened soon afterward. The Angel 
was ready to trade in his wings. Rogers 
has let down a legion of , 
loyal admirers, but he 
doesn’t care. After all, 
they were fans of Big | 
Bossman or The Boss or |g 
The Guardian Angel. He | 
isn't any of those people | 
anymore. He's Big 
Bubba Rogers. He's a | 
new man. 

He may be a new | 
man, but will he be his 
own man? Rogers start- | 
ed out in the sport as a | 
bodyguard to Jim Cor- yas ¢ 
nette and The Midnight °° * 


Express. He captured he’) recycyle Angel persona 


the UWF title in 1987. His-manager at 
the time was Gen. Skandor Akbar. 

In those days, Rogers was mean, 
but he wasn’t very independent. He 
now talks about breaking free of peo- 
ple’s expectations, but his history indi- 
cates he'd be willing to let someone 
like Race make decisions for him. 

Never mind that, his supporters say. 
The important thing is that he is Big 
Bubba Rogers once more, and WCW 
better take notice. 

Indeed, Rogers is a fine wrestler. 
He’s powerful and skillful and easily 
could become a contender for any 
WCW title, including the World belt. He 
and Avalanche would make a fear- 
some tag team combination. There is 
little doubt that Rogers will be a major 
player in WCW in 1995. 

But although he made his debut as 
a bodyguard, he made his reputation 
as a law enforcer. Whether he was 
Bossman or Guardian Angel, Rogers 
was a man who fought in the sport's 
best interests. 

Now the crime-stopper is a crime- 
starter. That's sad. O 


ai the Clash, where he again became Big 


ould be that somewhere down the line, 
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July 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Koloft. Tommy 
Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snukes, 

December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo McDaniel. 
Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, Hansen, 
DiBiose. 

January 1984/CENTERFOLD: Harley Race. Rick 
Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sowyer. 
February 1984/CENTERFOLD: Jim Gorvin & 
Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Abdullah, Race, Super 


Destroyer. 

June 1984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater. Ted DiBiase, 
Wrestling |I, Magnum T.A., Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/CENTERFOLD; Paul Ellering. Jimmy 
Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gogne, Windham, 
August 1984/CENTERFOLD: Ston Honsen. Jerry 
Lawler, Slaughter, Sullivan, Patera & Blackwell 
October 1984/CENTERFOID: Billy Jack. Kerry 
Von Erich, Martel, Armstrong, Blanchard. 
November 1984/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Sgt. 
Sloughter, Warriors, Kerry, Windham & Rondo. 
December 1984/CENTERFOLD: Kerry Von Erich. 
Barry Windham, Mortel-Floir, Rich, NWA vs. 
WWF. 

January 1985/CENTERFOLD: Tito Santana. Road 
Warriors, Hayes, Bil Jock. 

February 1985/CENTERFOLD: Magnum T.A. Rick 
Martel, Hogan, Blanchard, Backlund, Ellering, 
April 1985/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin. Jimmy 
Snuka, Flair-Rhodes, Gordy, Garvin, Warriors. 
June 1985/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham, Dusty 
Rhodes, Flair, Sloughter, Hogan, Magnum. 
September 1985/CENTERFOLD; Junkyard Dog. 
Magnum T.A., Von Erich, Hogan, AWA Scouting 


Repark. Luger, Vicious, Muto, Sting, Beefcake & Hogan, | interview. 

October 1985/CENTERFOLD: Chris Adams. Rick | Tully & Am. February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 

Steamboat, Warriors, Brody, Koloff. Jonvary 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious, Ultimate, | Ramon, Snuka:Muroco, Rude, Rhodes, Roberts inter- 

February 1986/CENTERFOLD; Nikita Kololf, Mike | Cornette, Ross, Kerry. view. 

Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, Barbarian, | May 1990/CENTERFOLD: Great Muta. Hulk | April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham. 

Race, Hogan, Piper, Embry, Vicious, dealing with pain. Steiners, Backlund, Sting: Muto, Hawk-Sasoki, 
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June 1986/CENTERFOLD: Kevin Von Erich. Hulk 
Hogan, Adams, Duggan, Scott Hall, Baby Doll. 

May 1987/CENTERFOID: Steve Wilioms. Hogan: 
Andre, Albano, Comette, Kerry, Dynamite Kid, 
August 1987/CENTERFOLD: jim Garvin & Precious. 
Hulk Hogan, Bigelow, Windham, Gordy, Albano. 
October 1987/CENTERFOLD: Ted DiBiose. Ric Flair, 
Williams, Hogan-Steamboat, Rockers. 

November 1987/CENTERFOLD: George Steele. 
Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, Windham, 
February 1988/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin. 
Savage & Elizabeth, Gorvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex Luger, 
Iron Sheik, Kerry, Survivor Series, Flair. 

June 1988/CENTERFOLD: Tully Blanchard, Hulk 
Hogan, Muraco, Rockers, Perez, Rhodes. 

August 1988/CENTERFOLD; Al Perez. Savage & 
Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Erich, 

November 1988/CENTERFOLD: Midnight Express 
Hulk Hogan, Rhodes, Demolition, Madusa-Missy, 
December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw Duggan. 
Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 
April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. Randy 
Savoge, Ted Tumer, Richer, Poul E., Powers of Poin 
May 1989/CENTERFOLD: Missy Hyott. Hulk 
Hogan, Kerry, Ultimate, Luger, Steamboat. 

August 1989/CENTERFOLD; Lex Luger. Hulk 
Hogan, Rhodes, Warriors, Steamboat-Flair, 
Ultimate, 

October 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Rude. Luger vs. 
Hogan, Snuko, Sting, Lawler vs. Perez, Poge. 
December 1989/CENTERFOLD; Jimmy Snuka, 
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In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Don't miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader 
in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL- 

COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, 

beginning with the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with 

color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface.] 


July 190/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel, Lex Luger, 
Beefcake, Skyscrapers, Heenan, Saito, referees, 
September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner, Hogan, Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/CENTERFOLD: Brutus Beefcake. 
Sting, Tugboat, Ultimate, Long, Blanchard-Omdorff, 
May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Amn Anderson. Hulk 
Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz, 

June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw Duggan. Hulk 
Hogan, Cactus, Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiner, 

July 1991/CENTERFOLD: Brian Pillman. Hulk 
Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 
Vicious. 

September 1991/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. 
Steiners, Hogan, Gordy, Gigante, Piper. 

October 1991/CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. Sid Justice, 
Hogan-Slaughter, Windham, Williams, 

November 1991/CENTERFOLD: Bobby Eaton. 
Savage & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, Liger, Pillman. 
Januory 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ron Simmons. Flair, 
R. Steiner, Uimate, Luger 

April 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ric For, Luger & Sting, 
Paul E., Modusa, Legion Of Doom, WWF. 

June 1992/CENTERFOLD: Dustin Rhodes, Roddy 
Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair-Savage, 
Justice, 

July 1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. Best of 
the Best, Flair, U,S.Jopan, Savage. 

October 1992/CENTERFOLD: Cactus Jack. 
Worrior-Savage, Williams, Z-Man, WWF titles, fire 
match, 

January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jorrett. 
Flair/Summerslam, Simmons by Bawden, Von Erich 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


BOX 910 


FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $ 
as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


May 1993/CENTERFOLD: Undertoker, Wrestle- 
Mania IX Preview, Codus Joct:, Madusa-Sherri. 

July 1993/CENTERFOLD: Davey Boy Smith, Hulk 
Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart Slamboree, Flair- 
Rude. 

September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Paul Omdorf. 
Sting & Hogan, Luger, Sherri-Shango, Blonds. 
November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners. 
WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, 
Yokozuna, 

January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry Lawler, Doink, 
Nasty Boys, Steiners, Comette, Vicious, 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious, WWF 
or WCW-Who's Better?, Race-Rhodes, Hogan- 
Muto, Hort. 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michoels, steroids, 
May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tolanka. Yokozuna- 
Luger, Flair-Vader, Heenan, WrestleMania retro- 


spective, 
July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. Razor 
Ramon, Flair-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD; Doink & Dink. Bret 
Hart/WrestleMania X, Steriners, Albano, steroid 
tral, 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD: Owen Hart. All-Star 
Challenge, Sting, Savage, Hennig, Fyich, WWF in 
Japan. 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD; Randy Savage. 
Hogan In WCW, Cactus, Yokozuno, Lawler, 
Michaels, Jake, 

Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry Funk. 
Hulkamania Wild Again, McMahon, Vicious, AAA, 
Flair. 

January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon, 
Totonka, Hogon, Alundra, ECW vs, NWA, Brian Lee. 
Februory 1995/CENTERFOLD: Johnny B. Badd. 
WCW Civil War, Pillman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret . 


Apt. 


Zip 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to 
be sent boat mail, and $3 for every back issue to be sent airmail. Int'l 
money order in U.S. funds only 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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HOMETOWN: San Antonio, TX 
HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 234 

YEARS AS PRO: 12 

RATING: No. 5 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Never satisfied. Always working on new 
holds and modifying old ones. 

Adapts quickly. Can change strategy at a 
moment’s notice during matches. 

*Doesn’t wear down. Average match time is 
among the highest of any active wrestler, but 
he keeps getting stronger. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Manipulative. Uses his “friends” to help him 
get ahead, but rarely reciprocates. 

*Glass jaw. Hit him hard enough there and he 
won’t recover. 

Arrogance. Loves to strut when opponents 
are down, but it allows them time to rest. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Two-time former 
Intercontinental champion also held the tag 
WWF World team title with Diesel for three 
months in 1994 ... Formed The Midnight 
Rockers with Marty Jannetty in the AWA in 
the mid-1980s, and they twice won the AWA 
World tag team belts ... Hosts “Heartbreak 
Hotel” segments on WWF telecasts and fre- 
quently does color commentary on Monday 
Night Raw ... Lost thrilling ladder match to 
Razor Ramon at WrestleMania X. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1995; Looks extremely 
bright. If he doesn’t win the WWF World 
title from Diesel at WrestleMania XI, there’s 
a good chance he’ ll do it sometime shortly 
after that event. Even though he has wrestled 
infrequently in recent months, Michaels is 
considered by many to be the most talented 
wrestler in the WWF. He is often compared 
in terms of both ability and attitude to Ric 
Flair; he is good enough to beat anyone in the 


world. W 


HOMETOWN: Boston, MA 
HEIGHT: 6'3" 
WEIGHT: 283 


YEARS PRO: 4 
RATING: No. 275 (“PW 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 
Circle of friends. Has added enthusi- 
asm thanks to time spent with Hulk 
Hogan and company. 
*Leg strength. Becomes important when 
he tries to break out of painful holds. 
*Relentless, Won't let foes escape once 
he has a hold locked on. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Childlike. Is willing to trust almost any- 
one and often pays for it. 
*Awkward. Doesn’t know how to use his 
weight. 
*Too nice. Isn’t aggressive enough, even 
when he gets very angry. 
OTHER COMMENTS: After a brief 
and very unmemorable stint as the rule- 
breaking Equalizer in WCW, Dave 
shocked everyone in 1993 when he 
revealed that he was Kevin Sullivan’s 
younger brother ... They briefly 
teamed before Dave suffered a 
serious knee injury at the hands 
of The Nasty Boys ... Now bills 
himself as the world’s number-one 
“Hulkamaniac” and has feuded with 
his brother ... Had some success in 
the past in Oregon and in Japan. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1995: Sullivan 
has become a favorite of a lot of 
WCW fans because of his undying 
loyalty to Hulk Hogan, and he has 
learned some of the “Hulkster’s” signa- 
ture moves. Still, it’s obvious that he 
has a long way to go before he will be 
considered a serious title contender. If 
he can get himself in a little better phys- 
ical condition and wrestle smarter, he 
might be able to make a run at the TV 
title. He is probably destined to never 
tise above mid-card status. 


HOMETOWN: Leeds, England 
HEIGHT: 5'9" 

WEIGHT: 245 

YEARS PRO: 16 

RATING: No. 184 (“PW 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Awesome upper body, 

Doesn't pay to try to overpower 

him. 

*Powerslam. Basic move is his 

deadly finisher. 

*U.K. explosion. Almost impossi- 

ble to beat in England, where the 

sport’s popularity continues to grow. 
WEAKNESSES: 

*Inflexible. Muscle mass impedes 

range of motion. 

*Career focus. Would rather help Bret 
than win titles. 

*Chronic injuries. Still feels lingering 
effects of back problems. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Former WWF 
Intercontinental champion returned to the 
federation in the summer of 1994 ... 
Brother-in-law of Bret and Owen Hart has 
sided with “The Hitman” in that feud ... 
Was a regular teammate of Sting for a 
while in 1993, and fared well against Big 
Van Vader ... Smith and Dynamite Kid 
(The British Bulldogs) won the WWF 
World tag team title in 1986 under the guid- 
ance of Capt. Lou Albano ... Last man 
eliminated in 1995 Royal Rumble. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1995: Though he is 
probably a few years past his prime, Davey 
Boy Smith is still one of the top wrestlers in 
the WWE. He hasn’t really set goals for 
himself since he came back to the WWF. 
He helped Bret Hart even the odds in his 
feud against his brother Owen and Jim 
Neidhart, but hasn’t gone after any title in 
earnest. He certainly has the ability to win 


another I-C title and must also be con- 
sidered a World title contender. n 
DAVEY BOY SMITH 


HOMETOWN: Venice Beach, CA 
HEIGHT: 6'2" 
WEIGHT: 260 
YEARS PRO: 9 
RATING: No. 8 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 
*Conditioning. Is in the best shape of his 
career. 
* Youth. Just reaching physical peak, but 
already as experienced as almost anyone. 
*Rage. Once infuriated, can channel his 
energies to victory almost every time. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Too laid-back. Doesn’t care that Hogan 
has taken over as top WCW fan favorite. 
*Stale repertoire. Is simply too good to be 
relying on the same moves as used through- 
out career. 
*Lack of versatility. What has happened to 
his aerial arsenal? 
OTHER COMMENTS: Three-time for- 
mer NWA/WCW World champion domi- 
nated a feud with Avalanche in 1994-95 ... 
Won first world title by beating Ric Flair in 
1990 .,. Briefly a member of The Four 
Horsemen ... Guest-starred on Thunder In 
Paradise, Hulk Hogan’s syndicated 
action-adventure series, now one of the 
“Hulkster’s” closest allies ... Lost to 
51-year-old Antonio Inoki in Tokyo this 
January ... Voted Most Popular Wrestler 
of the year for 1994 by PW/ readers. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1995: Sting may be a 
good friend of Hulk Hogan, but he would 
probably be better off professionally if the 
“Hulkster” lost the WWF World title. Since 
Hogan came to WCW, the “Stinger” has 
been shut out of the World title picture. He 
could pursue the U.S. or TY titles, but con- 
sidering what he has accomplished in the 
past, he would probably settle for nothing 
less than another world title. Some suggest 
that he should turn rulebreaker, but that, 
too, is unlikely since Sting takes pride in 
being a great role model. 


HOMETOWN: Lima, OH 

HEIGHT: 6'1" 

WEIGHT: 223 

YEARS PRO: 13 

RATING; No. 112 (“PWI 500”) 

STRENGTHS: 

*Suplex master. Has at least a dozen ver- 

sions of the move. 

*Dropkick. Executes it with the proper pre- 

cision, force, and snap. 

«Youthful enthusiasm, Veteran still loves to 

impress fans. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Wasted time. Spent too many years toiling 
in obscurity. 

*Win-loss record. Insists on wrestling only 
the best and mediocre record is deceiving to 
promoters who don’t know how good he is. 
*Travel burnout. Wrestles in too many cities 
on too many consecutive nights. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Thirteen-year 
veteran is finally starting to get the recogni- 
tion many people say he has deserved for 
years ... One of the few men to beat Sabu 
cleanly; they have had many memorable 
matches ... Regular competitor in Midwest 
Territorial Wrestling ... A black belt in 
karate, Snow owns a gym in his hometown 
... Trained Dan Severn, who finished sec- 
ond in Ultimate Fighting Championship TV 
in December ... Trained by Gene Anderson 
and Big Jim Lancaster. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1995: Now that he is a 
fixture in ECW, Snow figures to get noticed 
by a lot more people. Could he win a title in 
such a wild, violent federation? Absolutely! 
He is a terrific all-around wrestler who is 
capable of beating heavyweight champion 
Shane Douglas and anyone else in ECW. 
With his martial arts skills and aerial abili- 


ty, he could be.a future star in 
either WCW or the WWF. A 
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] DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 


HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(1) WCW World feam champions 


(1) WWE World champion 


2 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 


(4) U.S. heavyweight champion 


3 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 


{-) WWF Intercontinental champion 


gq HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


(5) WCW World champion 


5 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


(3) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


6 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


(2) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 


7 SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Antonio, TX 


(-}) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


8 JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


(-) USWA heavyweight champion 


BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


{-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


10 ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 


(-) WCW TV champion 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1=—BIG VAN VADER 
(1) 450, Denver, CO 
2—STING 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—ARN ANDERSON 
[-) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
4—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(2) 235, Macon, GA 
5—AVALANCHE 
(4) 502, Montreal, Quebec 
6—ALEX WRIGHT 
{-) 222, Berlin, Germany 
7—DUSTIN RHODES 
(7) 254, Austin, TX 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(6) 280, Glens Falls, NY 
9—STEVE REGAL 
(8) 247, Blackpool, England 
10—RANDY SAVAGE 
(-) 237, Sarasota, FL 


WWE 
World Champion: 
DIESEL 
(C) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
1—JEFF JARRETT 
(2) 230, Nashville, TN 
2—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 287, Miami, FL 
3—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(-) 234, San Antonio, TX 
4—BRET HART 
(-) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
5—LEX LUGER 
(6) 265, Chicago, IL 
6—OWEN HART 
(10) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
7—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(4) 245, leeds, England 
8—KING KONG BUNDY 
(9) 446, Atlantic City, NJ 
9—TATANKA 
(8) 250, Pembroke, NC 
10—HAKUSHI 
(7) 231, Tokyo, Japan 
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USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(2) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—SID VICIOUS 
(C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
3—SPELLBINDER 
(4) 246, parts unknown 
4—BIiG DADDY CYRUS 
{-} 359, Memphis, TN 
5—BiILL DUNDEE 
(5) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
6—DOUG GILBERT 
(6) 241, Lexington, TN 
7—SCOTT STUDD 
(-) 224, Atlanta, GA 
8—GORGEOUS GEORGE Ill 
(-) 221, Charlotte, NC 
9—TOMMY RICH 
(1) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
10—REGGIE B. FINE 
(9) 215, Memphis, TN 


2 THE SMOKIN' GUNNS 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(-) WWF World tag team champions 
THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
____[2} No. 1 contenders: WCW World tug title _ 
MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 
___{8) Ne. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
=) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 
{-) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 Ell & JACOB BLU 
Combined weight: 517 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
8 THE HEADSHRINKERS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds 
(10) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
DOUG GILBERT & TOMMY RICH 
Combined weight: 489 pounds 
(-) USWA tag team champions 
10 SABU & TASMANIAC 
Combined weight: 441 pounds 
{-) ECW tag team champions 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 


SHANE DOUGLAS 


(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 

1—SABU 

(2) 220, Bombay 
2—CHRIS BENOIT 

(10) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
3—CACTUS JACK 

(7) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD 

(-) 235, Charlotte, NC 
5—AL SNOW 

(8) 232, lima, OH 
6—THE SANDMAN 

(9) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
7—911 

(3) 310, parts unknown 
8—TASMANIAC 

(4) 221, Tasmania 
9—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 

(-) 187, New York, NY 

10—HACK MYERS 
{-} 250, Baltimore, MD 
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Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 
wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 
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MOST POPULAR 


] STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
2 RAZOR RAMON 

287, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 
1 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 SHAWN MICHAELS 


234, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: unrated 


i U AU LA if v 3 RJ al j NG > 
These ratings are based on the ros 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for secon 


3 RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


4 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: unrated 


3 OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
4 BOB BACKLUND 

234, Princeton, MN 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 

JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 


1—HULK HOGAN endsacabaatscenbeabhedbesostatanerenabset io points 


Q—BRET HART..scssscsvsscsecssessvssesessssreressseeeeene7O points 
3—RAZOR RAMON ...sceccssssssseseesereeresserveeeers65 points 
GSTING ..cscscsssssssscsasssesssssssesssssessrseseosseeeee 5) points 
B—DIESEL...secsesoesssssnessesecscessessessesesceeeseeseees SO points 


6 DIESEL 6 JEFF JARRETT 
356, Las Vegas, NV 230, Nashville, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
7 THE UNDERTAKER 7 KING KONG BUNDY 


328, parts unknown 446, Ailantic City, NJ 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
8 cy tpl cet 8 Lechracar TAG TEAMS 
65, Chicago, IL 50, Pi , NC : 
Last ae 7 Most Popular Last preset) 7 Most Hated 1—THE NASTY BOYS asedendsesebetsascnavecssaalyanheh setae points 
9 DAVEY BOY SMITH 9 IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 2—MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT............66 points 
245, leeds, England 248, Syracuse, NY 3—PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA ..........+....55 points 
‘ ___Last issue: Ne. 9 Most Popular _  _Les? Issve: No. 5 Mest Hated _ A—THE HEADSHRINKERS........s0sccccrressesseeeeree 1 points 
10 JOHNNY B. BADD 10 Sid vicious B—THE ROCK 'N! ROLL EXPRESS ..ssssssssesseseeee.44 points 


235, Macon, GA 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 


JERRY LAWLER TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN (C) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 


318, West Memphis, AR 
Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—Octagon; 3—El Hijo Del 
Santo; 4—La Parka; 5—Eddy Guerrero; 6—Rey Mysterio Jr.; 7—Gen Caras; 
8—Psicosis; 9—Miguel Perez Jr; 10—Blue Panther. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rontula; 1—Shane Douglas; 2—Tito Santana; 


1—BUDDY LANDELL 
(1) 236, los Angeles, CA 
2—TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
3—BO0O BRADLEY 
(5) 310, parts unknown 
4—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
5—AL SNOW 
(-) 232, Lima, OH 
6—ROBERT GIBSON 
(9) 225, Pensacola, FL 
7—UNIBOMB 
[-) 345, parts unknown 
8—RICK MORTON 
(7) 228, Memphis, TN 
9—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(3) 227, Atlanta, GA 


10—SCOTT ARMSTRONG 


(-) 212, Marietta, GA 


1—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(1) 265, Norman, OK 


2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 


(2) 247, Saitama, Japan 


3—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 


(3) 287, Gisu, Japan 
4—BiG VAN VADER 

(4) 450, Denver, CO 
5—KENTA KOBASHI 

(5) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
6—NOBUHIKO TAKADA 

(7) 231, Yokohama, Japan 
7—STAN HANSEN 

(6) 322, Borger, TX 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 

(8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—PERRO AGUAYO 

(9) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 


10—GARY ALBRIGHT 


(10) 340, Billings, MT 


3—Rick Martel; 4—Cactus Jack; 5—Ron Simmons; 6—2 Cold Scorpio; 
7—Tosmaniac; 8—Glenn Osbourne; 9—Tommy Dreamer; 10—Scotty Flamingo. 
IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Tito Santana; 1—Greg Valentine; 2—Rick Martel; 
3—Jim Powers; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Cousin Luke; 6—The Funny Clown; 

7—Tony Atlas; 8—Vic Steamboat; 9—Metal Maniac; 10—Gino Caruso. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Bruiser Bedlam; 1—Al Snow; 2—Johnny Paradise; 
3—Chris Carter; 4—Machine Gun Kelly; 5—Sean Casey; 6—J.T. Lightning; 
7—Rock Stevens; 8—Bobo Brazil Jr; 9—Denny Kass; 10—Scott Summers. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Jerry Lynn; 3—Randy 
Gusto; 4—Jesse Hennig; 5—Horace the Lunatic; 6—Punisher; 7—Blake Beverly; 
8—Dan Jesser; 9—Tommy Ferrara; 10—Hawk. 

PWF: PWF Champion—ttolian Stallion; 1—Russian Assassin II; 2—Austin Steele; 
3—Flaming Youth; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Black Scorpion; 6—Star Ryder; 

7—Tyrone Knox; 8—Troy Conyers; 9—Chris Hamrick; 10—Cruel Connection II. 
WWA: WWA Champion—Nikolai Volkoff; 1—Frank Finnegan; 2—Gus the Greek; 
3—Akita Kaos; 4—Ed Atlas; 5—Jim McPherson; 6—Paul White; 7—Enst L.A.; 
8—John Rotten; 9—Joson Headings; 10—Scott The Body. 

WWWA: WWWA Champion—Glenn Osbourne; I—Jock Hammer; 2—Super Nova; 
3—Harley Lewis; 4—Derrick Domino; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Bobby Piper; 7—Jimmy 
Snuka; 8—Chief Dancing Wolf; 9—Mr. Motion; 10—Metal Maniac. 
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The good go bad? \s the pressure getting to Diesel and Bret 
Hart? The way they wrestled each other at the Royal Rumble 
was frightening to a lot of observers. Both men attempted to use 
chairs on each other and basically fought dirty throughout the 
entire match. 

Bret set the tone early by refusing to shake Diesel’s hand at 
the outset of the bout. “The Hitman” was booed after he tied 
Diesel’s legs up with tape and started kicking him mercilessly. 

Of course, the match got more chaotic when Shawn 
Michaels, Owen Hart, Bob Backlund, Jeff Jarrett, and The 
Roadie interfered. Several of our readers wrote to us with their 
reactions. 

Bret spent months trying to convince and show us that he was 
a better man than his brother Owen, wrote Christina Renhurst of 
Tacoma, Washington. But now he’s going all-out, even breaking 
rules, in his quest for a third 
WWF World title. He also 
sneak-attacked Owen and 
Backlund before the Rumble. 
The WWE announcers are say- 
ing he has just become more 
aggressive. I think he has 
changed. He stooped to Owen's 
level. I like the old Bret Hart bet- 
ter! 

We received a lot of similar 
letters from people who don’t 
seem to like the new version of 
“The Hitman.” We also got a 
few from fans who said that 
judging from the way Diesel wrestled at the Rumble, he isn’t the 
honorable World champion he professes to be. 

While both Bret and Diesel still have legions of fans, it is clear 
that a growing number of people are worried that they may be 
leaning toward rulebreaking again. Neither will make our Most 
Hated list for this issue, but that could change soon. Stay tuned. 

And speaking of the Rumble ... Two of the championship 
matches at that pay-per-view event had odd endings. The afore- 
mentioned Hart-Diesel clash featured all kinds of interference, 
but referee Dave Hebner only called for the bell and ruled the 
bout a draw after Owen, Michaels, and others interfered for a sec- 
ond time and caused complete chaos. Earlier, Hebner watched ‘as 
Michaels broke up Diesel’s attempted pin of Hart; he insisted the 


Jeff Jarrett 


match continue. When Owen blatantly prevented his brother 
from putting “Big Daddy Cool” in his “sharpshooter” leglock, 
Hebner simply chased him from the ring and let the match con- 
tinue again. 

Referee Tim White restarted the Intercontinental title match 
between Razor Ramon and Jeff Jarrett after Jarrett called the 
injured “Bad Guy” back to the ring. That outraged a lot of people ' 
(see “What's Happening” on page 6). 

Are you in favor of such liberal interpretations of rules, or do 
you think any kind of interference should result in the match 
being stopped? Is it fair to champions to have to defend their titles 
under such bizarre circumstances? Ramon can certainly make a 
case that he never should have lost the belt, and Diesel would 
have had reason to complain had he lost the belt following 
Michaels’ blatant interference. What do you think? 

And just when things were looking bleak ... We have used 
this column many times recently to lament the lack of good, con- 
sistent tag teams in North America. Just look at how bad things 
are in the WWF. Two makeshift teams, Bam Bam Bigelow and 
Tatanka and Bob Holly and The Kid, made it all the way to the 
finals of a tournament to determine new World champions. 

, . And only 24 hours after they 
won the belts at the Rumble, 
Holly and Kid lost them to The 
Smokin’ Gunns, a team often 
described as mediocre at best. 

Well, things might be look- 
ing up, at least in WCW. Rick 
and Scott Steiner, as you proba- 
bly read on page 35, are on the 
verge of signing with WCW. 
According to reliable sources, 
there was a very good chance 
they would wrestling in WCW 
by spring. The Road Warriors 
might not be far behind. Hawk 
seconded Animal for a match in Japan, and there were rumors 
that they might start negotiating with U.S. promotions soon. We 
hope they do! 

That’s all for this month! If you have any questions or com- 
ments regarding our ratings or this column, please feel free to 
drop us a line. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. O 


Razor Ramon 
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Rob Feinstein presents... 

OFFICIAL ECW, SMOKY MT. AND USWA UNCUT TV 
SHOWS + ALL TAPES ARE $20—THAT INCLUDES 
SHIPPING TOO! ALL TAPES ARE 4 TO 6 HOURS OF 
NON-STOP ACTION. PLUS, TAPES INCLUDE TONS 
OF INTERVIEWS AND OTHER MATCHES NOT LISTED! 


1 TAPE $20 


VIDEO TAPE PRICES 


BONUS...Buy more 
6 TAPES $ 95 than 10 tapes and 


2TAPES $385 7 TAPES $110 additional tapes 


3 TAPES $50 8TAPES $125  areonly$10 each! 
4TAPES $65 9TAPES $140 
5 TAPES $80 10 TAPES $155 


500 page catalog 
of all tapes $12 


ECW «© Extreme Championship Wrestling 


CIECW TV TAPE #1 © Features 6 hours of action 
Funkys. Sabu, Douglas vs. Funk 45 minute match, Funk vs. Pat 
Tanaka, Dreamer vs. Douglas, Bad Co, vs. Sullivan and Taz, 
Dreamer and Bad Co. vs. Taz and Sullivan and Hot Body PLUS 
Public Enemy, Sandman, Tazmaniac, Jason, 911. Sullivan, Bad 
Co. Hughes PLUS tons of other matches and interviews, PLUS 
tons of other matches with the ECW Stars. 


QOECW TV TAPE #2 © Features 6 hours of action 
Snuka vs. Dreamer, Sabu vs, Shane (Brawl) Taz and Sullivan 
brawl with Bruise Brothers, Sabu vs. Pat Tanaka, Taz & Sullivan 
vs, Bruise Brothers (Title Change), Sabu vs. Tazmaniac, Dou- 
glas & Public Enemy vs. Funk & Crash & Sullivan Plus Pitbull, 
Cairo, Hawk, Snuka, Mike Awesome. Bad Breed, Sandman and 
more PLUS tons of other matches and interviews. 


CEGW TV TAPE #3 * Features 6 hours of action 
Tanaka vs. Douglas, Taz vs. JT, Sandman Vs. Cairo, Public 
Enemy vs. Bruise Brothers (Falls countanywhere WILDI!!)Sabu 
vs. Mike Awesome, Sandman vs. Dreamer, Sabuvs, Terry Funk, 
Bobby Eaton & Arm Anderson come in!!!!\ Taz & Sullivan vs. 
Snuka & Powers PLUS Paul £. Douglas, Pitbull, Hawk, 911, 
Peaches. Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers and more... 


CUECW TV TAPE #4 ° Features 6 hours of action 
Sandman ys. Cairo, Bruise Brothers vs. Public Enemy (Lumber- 
jack match) Funk & Amvs. Sabu & Eaton, Pitbull vs, Mikey, JT 
& Bruise Brothers & Dreamer vs. Douglas & Hughes & Public 
Enemy, Tazvs, Sandman PLUS Too Cold Scorpio, Cactus Jack, 
Sullivan, Jason and more... 


QCUECW TV TAPE #5 + Features 6 hours of action 
Sabu vs. Too Cold Scorpio, Cairo vs. Sandman (Falls count 
anywhere) Funkys. Public Enemy. Pitbull vs, Jason, Cactus ys. 
Sabu Clips, Douglas & Hughes vs. Bruise Brothers (Cage 
match), 911 vs. Cairo, Dreamer vs. Douglas (Bloody), Taz vs. 
Jimmy Snuka, Public Enemy & Hackvs, Dreamer & Funks Plus 
Woman, Cactus Jack, Paul E. Peaches, Mikey. and more... 


QCUECW TV TAPE #6 © Features 4 hours of action 
911 & Mr. Hughes stare down, Sandman canes Dreamer. Snuka 
& Pitbulls vs. Funks & Dreamer, Barbed wire clips Funks vs. 
Public Enemy, Gactus Jackvs. Terry Funkclips, Jasonvs, Mikey 
(Title change). Taz & Snuka vs. Pitbulls PLUS Chad Austin. 
Sabu, Paul £, Sandman, Dreamer, and more... 


QIECW TV TAPE #7 © Features 4 hours of action 
Sandman vs. Dreamer. Scorpio vs. Sabu clips, 911 vs. Evil 
Clown, Sandman vs. Dreamer (Canning match * bloody). 
Douglas vs. Dean Malenko, Douglas vs. Scorpio trom tourna- 
ment. Ghris Benoit vs. Scorpio clips, Cactus Jack & Mikey vs, 
Public Enemy (Title change) Douglas vs. Nishimura PLUS 911, 
Scorpio, Taz, Woman, Oddesy, and tons of other matches 
including all the stars of ECW, 


QOECW TV TAPE #8 » Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Nishimura, Shane Douglas video, Sandman 
eye injury, Dreamervs. Sandman (| quit match) bloody, Cactus 
Jack vs. Sabu WILD!!!, Jason vs. Mikey PLUS Public Enemy, 
Woman, Scorpio, Benoit, Paul E, Cactus, Taz, Malenko and all 
the stars of ECW. 


QUECW TV TAPE #9 Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Tazmaniac, Public Enemy vs. Bad Breed (bat 
match blood bath), Dreamer vs. Cairo (wild braw all over arena 
BLOODY). Sandman Press Conference, Douglas vs. Ron 
Simmons, Cactus Jack & Mikey vs. Public Enemy (bat match 
title change) Sabuvs. Chris Benoit. Sabu almost breaks hisneck 
PLUS Scorpio. Woman, Sandman, Paul E, Dreamer. andall the 
stars of ECW. 


QOECW TV TAPE #10 © Features 4 hours of action 
Brian Pillman & Douglas vs. Scorpio & Simmons. Dean Malenko 
vs. Scorpio (title change), Jason vs. Scorpio, Sabu & Taz vs. 
Malenkos & Public Enemy interfere, Cactus Jack vs. Kevin 
Sullivan WILD!!, Sandman vs. Dreamer (blood bath) PLUS 
Douglas, JT Smith, Sabu, Public Enemy. and all the stars of 
ECW 


SMW «® Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
OSMW TV #1 JAN 1994 * 5 HOURS 


BobArmstrong vs. Dick Murdoch * Bodies vs. Furnas Brothers. 
DWEB vs. Brian Lee. Smothers vs. Candito. Bodies attack Paul 
Morton, DWB vs. Killer Kyle, Candito vs. Spicolli PLUS The 
Moon Dogs. Jim Comette, Terry Funk. Smothers, Tammy Fytch 
and all the stars of SMW. 


QSMW TV #2 FEB 1994 Features 4 Hours 
Terry Funk vs, Bullet, DWB vs. Brian Lee (chain match), R & RX 
vs. Heavenly Bodies, Bodies & Killer Dyle vs. & R & RX & Bobby 
Blaze Bloody, Press Conference with Thnil Seekers PLUS Moon 
Dogs, Doug Fumas, Candito. Tammy Fytch, Jim Comette, 
Dutch Mantel, Bruise Brothers, Well Dunn and all the stars of 
SMW. 


OOSMW TV #3 MARCH 1994 Features 4 Hours 
DWS vs. Hornet. Tom Prichard vs, Tracey Smothers. R & RXvs. 
Well Dunn, Jim Gomett vs. Armstrong. R & Rvs Bodies (looser 
leaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. Brian Lee, Well 
Dunn vs. Thrill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DWB, Thrill Seekers, Jake 
Roberts. Well Dunn, Tammy. Van Hom, and all the stars of 
SMW. 


COSMW TV #4 APRIL 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
R &RX gels jumped by Lee & Candito, Lee & Candito vs. R & 
RX, Bruiser Bedlam & Jim Gomett vs. Armstrong, R & RX vs. 
Bodies (looser leaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. 
Brian Lee, Well Dunn vs. Thrill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DWB, Thrill 
Seekers, Jake Roberts, Well Dunn, Tammy, VanHorn, and all the 
stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #5 MAY 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
Bruiser Bedlam vs. Smothers (bloody), Lee & Candito, Lee & 
Candito vs. R & RXtitle change, Candito vs. Ricky Morton, Jake 
Roberts jumps DWB. Thrill Seekers vs, Well Dunn, Jake Roberts 
vs, DWE (title change), Randy Savage vs. Bedlam, Candito vs, 
Morton everyone comes in PLUS Armstrong, Tammy, Candito, 
R& RX & Bedlam. Dory Funk and all the stars of SMW. 


OOSMW TV #6 JUNE 1994 Features... 

Blaze & Fumasvs Lee & Candito, Smothers ys. Ninja, Well Dunn 
vs, Seekers, R &AXsurpnse Tammy with Bambi, OWE vs. Ninja 
(Jake Robers interferes), Jake & DWB brawl, Smothers gets 
attacked by DWB PLUS Armstrongs, Candito, Lee. Comette. R 
& RX, Thnill Seekers and all the stars ol SMW. 


OOSMW TV #7 JULY 1994 Features... 

Smothers vs. Killer Kyle, Jake, ODT's. Bambi and DWB saves 
her. R.& RX and Bambi vs. Lee and Candito & Tammy. Funks 
vs, Armstrongs, Bodies jump Thrill Seekers in parking lot. 
Smothers vs. Bnan Lee. Gangstras debut PLUS Terry Gordy, 
Thnil Seekers, Bodies, Comette and all the otherstars of SMW, 


OSMW TV #8 AUGUST 1994 Features... 

Lee & Candito vs. Armnstrongs, Slater & Orton vs. Stomper & 
R. Garvin, Bodies vs. Thrill Seekers-Bloodiest match ever, R & 
RXvs. Lee & Candito (hairmatch), R& AXvs, Lee & Candito (title 
change) Lee tums on Candito, DWB vs. Killer Kyle. Candito vs. 
Lance Storm, R & RXvs, Badies PLUS Gangstas, Bedlam, Chris 
Walkerand all the other stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #9 SEPT 1994 Features... 
Gangstas vs, R & RX (R&AX get injured), R & AX vs, Gangstas 
re-match) Parking lot brawl with R & RX & Gangstas, Lance 
Storm vs. Boo Bradley. Bnan Lee & Lance Storm vs, Candito & 
Boo Bradley. Gangstas hang Ricky Morton, Bedlam & Killer Kyle 
vs. Smothers & Armstrong PLUS tons of other matches with all 
the SMW stars, 


OOSMW TV #10 OCT 1994 Features... 

Boo Bradley vs. Lee. DWB & Bedlam Brawl. Ole Anderson and 
Bryant Anderson debut. Cactus Jack debut, Gangstas vs. R & 
RX. New Jack vs. Robert Bibson, Cactus Jack vs. Austin, 
Gangstas vs. R &RX barroom braw|, OWB ys. Bedlam (whipping 
match) Abby Video. Cactus & Boo Bradley Brawl, A & RX Vs. 
Gangstas bloody brawl PLUS other matches with all the stars of 
SMW. 


SMW ® Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
OOSMW TV #17 NOV 1994 Features... 


Bryant Anderson and Smothers confrontation. Gangstas ys. 
Bran Lee & Lance Storm wild brawl, Comett and Annstrong 
argue, Cactus Jackfeudclips, Cornette & Bedlam training video, 
Jim Gomette asks Gangstas to let him manage them. but they 
tum him. down, PLUS Gandito, Boo Bradley. Smothers, Ander- 
son and all the other stars of SMW. 


OOSMW TV #12 DEC 1994 Features... 
Gangstas attack Armstrong, Anderson attacks Smothers; Cac- 
tus Jack vs. Candito, Gangstas vs, Armstrongs, Buddy Landel 
attacks DWB, Cactus Jacks. Boo Bradley, Jim Comette helps 
R & RX amazing!! DWB & Landel brawl, Lee vs, Landel title 
change, PLUS Jemy Lawler, Candito, Lee, Smothers, Anderson, 
Cactus, and all the other stars of SMW. 


CUUSWA TV #1—6 HOURS Features... 

PG13 ys. Eliminators, Lawler & Christopher vs. Gilbert & Ma- 
chine, Tommy Rich & Gilbertvs. Moon Dogs, Tommy Rich vs. 
Jerry Lawler & Gilbert & Richvs. Lawler & Bnan Ghnstopher, Sid 
Vicious interleres GREATI! PLUS PG13, Koko B Ware, Master 
of Orient, Jef Gaylord, and all the stars of USWA. 


OUSWA TV #2—6 HOURS Features... 
Tommy Rich vs. Lawler (barbed wire blood bath), Christopher 
and Moon Dogs vs. Gilbert & Rich & Machine, Spellbinder vs. 
Christopher, Sid Vicious jumps Gaylord, Doug Gilbert vs. Bran 
Christopher plus PG 13, Eliminators, Sid Vicious, Huber Reggie 
B Fine. 


COUUSWA TV #3—6 HOURS Features... 

Gilbert vs, Christopher (Car vs. title), Buddy Lande! debut. Sid 
Viclous-attacks Lawler, Landel tums on Christopher. Sid Vicious 
vs. Tanaka. Moon Dogs vs, Rich & Landel (blood bath), Lawler 
vs. Spellbinder, Moon Dogs get jumped by Rich & Landel, 
Lawler & Idol vs. Sid Vicious & Huber PLUS all the other stars 
of USWA. 


QUUSWA TV #4—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Landel attach Moon Dogs, Landel & Rich vs, PG13 
parking lot brawl, Lawlervs, Sid Vicious, Landelvs. Chnstopher. 
Sid & Gilbert vs. Eliminators, Lawler & Christopher vs. Spell- 
binder & Fine. Christophervs. Gilbert (Hairvs. Hair}, Dark Patnot 
¥s, Chnstopher, allithe other stars of USWA. 


QUSWA TV #5—6 HOURS Features... 

Sid Vicious & Gilbert vs. Lawler & Christopher, PG 13 & Miss 
Texas vs. Phantoms & Fantasia, Lawler vs. Gilbert, Rich vs. 
Lawler, bloody lockerroom brawl, Mable vs. Sid Vicious. Landel 
vs. Rich, Moon Dégs vs. Cadillac Brother PLUS Spelibinder, 
Landel, PG13, and all the otherstars of USWA. 


QUUSWA TV #6—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Lande! leud clips, Lawler& Chnstophervs. Rich & Gilbert 
PLUS a bloody locker room brawl). Moon Dogs vs, Rich & Gilbert 
& Dowdenvs, Lawler & Dundee & Christopher, Rich ys. Landel, 
Gaylordvs, Spellbinder, Bruise Brothers debut, Lawler & Dundee 
& Chnstophervs. Rich & Gilbert & Machine, PLUS tons of other 
matches with all the USWA stars. 


QUSWA TV #7—6 HOURS Features... 

Lawler & Sid brawl, Rich vs. Christopher, Dundee & Gilbert 
brawl, Rich & Chnstopherbrawl. PG 13 & Dundee vs. Spellbind- 
er & Gilbert & Rich, best of Memphis 10 man tag match PLUS 
tons of yearin review matches with Funk. Sid Vicious, Lawler, 
Dundee. Rich, Lande! and all of the otherstars of USWA. 


Indicate video tape choices & mail with 
check or money order to; ROB FEINSTEIN 


865 Green Ridge Circle » Langhorne, PA 19053 
OR CALL (215) 752-4279 
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THE LERDER OF Tht PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold_-PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can't get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . 
Eddie Ellner’s vel and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope”. . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules” . . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WAYS 10 SUBSCRIBE 


Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

© Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30 —a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
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WWF MIDYEAR 
: REPORT! 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 

C1 Jam enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 

CZ 1am enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


[ [am enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment 
C1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL) VISA# 


Expiration Date: /__ 


MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


Apt. 


Price offer good in U.S. and Conada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($31.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($68.50 airmail); 
$79.20 for 24 issues ($142.50 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks 
before you receive your first issue. 3034/10-94 


the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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ILLUSTRATES wat uot 


wg THOR ~ 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Y 
magazine has all the inside information you want 


and it’s only a phone call away. 4 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the VA 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


b 'VaVNVS WI E'S 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to.see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘BD This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. eat 

United Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and A8p at all-other: times, VAT. - 

Kids, get. yoursparents’ permission. aa 

 BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX . $149/12-94 
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